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Title:
People of the Philippines vs. Danilo Alfaro y Yalung

Facts:
In this case, the appellant, Danilo Alfaro, was charged with two counts of incestuous rape
committed against his daughter, AAA, then 13 years old. The incidents took place in their
home in San Nicolas, San Simon, Pampanga on January 15, 1996, and February 14, 1996.
On  both  occasions,  AAA was  sleeping  when  Alfaro  awoke  her,  removed  her  clothing,
positioned himself on her, and forcibly had carnal knowledge of her, inflicting physical pain.
After each incident, AAA noticed a white substance on her genitalia. Alfaro threatened to kill
AAA and her mother if she disclosed the assaults, which led her to remain silent initially.

On April 23, 1997, while this pattern of abuse continued, Maria Luisa Alfaro, the victim’s
mother, caught Alfaro in the act of sexually molesting AAA. It was then that AAA disclosed
her harrowing experiences to her mother, leading to a report filed with the Apalit Police
Station on April 26, 1997. Her testimony was corroborated by medical evidence presented
by Dr. Marie Antoinette Golding who confirmed the presence of healed hymenal lacerations
consistent with the alleged rapes. Alfaro was subsequently arrested and was tried by the
Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Macabebe, Pampanga, where he pled “not guilty” but was
convicted based on AAA’s consistent testimony and supportive medical findings.

Procedurally,  Alfaro’s  defense  of  denying these  claims,  citing  alibi,  was  found to  lack
substance by the RTC, which then sentenced him to the death penalty. Unsatisfied with the
trial court’s decision, Alfaro appealed his conviction to the Supreme Court for an automatic
review.

Issues:
1.  Credibility  of  Witnesses:  Whether  the  trial  court  erred  in  giving  weight  to  the
prosecution’s witnesses despite the alleged motive of revenge and the delay in reporting the
crime.
2. Sufficiency of Evidence: Whether the trial court correctly found Alfaro guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt given the presented alibi defense and alleged fabrications.
3. Imposition of the Death Penalty: Whether the qualifying circumstances required for the
imposition of the death penalty, i.e., the victim’s minority and relationship to the accused,
were sufficiently proven.

Court’s Decision:
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1. Credibility of Witnesses:
The Supreme Court affirmed the RTC’s decision recognizing AAA’s testimony as credible,
given her straightforward and detailed statements, which outweighed any perceived motive
for  retribution.  It  underscored  that  delays  in  reporting  rape  incidents,  particularly  in
domestic settings, do not reduce credibility since the victim’s fear and familial dynamics
often explain the hesitation.

2. Sufficiency of Evidence:
The Court upheld the conviction, highlighting that AAA’s account was strongly corroborated
by the medical examination findings. Alfaro’s alibi was dismissed as physically implausible,
as he could not firmly establish presence elsewhere during the crime or differentiate his
locations on the days of the incidents.

3. Imposition of the Death Penalty:
The  Court  imposed  the  death  penalty  for  each  count,  concluding  that  both  statutory
requirements of minority and paternal relationship were established and duly alleged in the
Information. The victim’s age was confirmed through her birth certificate,  and Alfaro’s
paternity was both admitted by him and supported by documentary evidence.

Doctrine:
The doctrine reiterated by the Court affirms that in cases of incestuous rape, the credible
testimony of a victim, if consistent and corroborated by medical evidence, is sufficient for
conviction. The circumstances requiring the death penalty must be both alleged and proven
with a  degree of  certainty  to  apply  the capital  punishment.  The Court  also  reiterated
existing jurisprudence that delays attributed to fear, especially in familial contexts, do not
typically rebut claims of rape.

Class Notes:
Key elements:
–  Incestuous  Rape:  Requires  proof  of  carnal  knowledge  obtained  through  force  or
intimidation, coupled with a clear paternal or ascending relation.
– Alibi: Must show physical impossibility of presence at the crime scene for exoneration.
– Credible Victim Testimony: Holds significant weight, especially when corroborated by
objective evidence such as medical reports.
– Death Penalty Criteria: The victim’s minority and the relationship with the offender must
be specifically alleged and sustained by evidence.
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Statutory Provisions:
– Article 335, Revised Penal Code as amended by R.A. No. 7659.
– Prescribes death for rape involving a minor by a parent or close kin if circumstances are
properly alleged and proven.

Historical Background:
The case reflects the application of the Philippines’ Anti-Rape Law safeguarding minors and
underlines serious societal and legal ramifications for incestuous sexual abuse offenses. It
also  demonstrates  judicial  attitudes  towards  upholding  severe  penalties  to  amplify
deterrence, particularly following the reinstatement of the death penalty through R.A. No.
7659, underscoring the nation’s then-legal punitive stance on egregious rape cases.


