G.R. No. 223076. September 13, 2016 (Case Brief / Digest)

**Title**: Almero vs. People of the Philippines
**Facts**:

1. Enrique Almero y Alcantara was charged with reckless imprudence resulting in homicide
and multiple physical injuries in Criminal Case No. 96-6531 before the Municipal Trial Court
(MTC) of Labo, Camarines Norte.

2. Following a trial where the private respondents reserved their right for a separate civil
action for damages, the MTC rendered a guilty verdict on January 8, 2007, sentencing
Almero to suffer prision correccional in its medium and maximum periods.

3. Almero claimed he was informed of his conviction only upon arrest warrant service,
leading him to file an Application for Probation on September 7, 2007. The Prosecutor
opposed the application citing his uncooperativeness and failure to update his address.

4. On February 22, 2007, the MTC denied this application. Almero then sought recourse via
a special civil action in the RTC (Special Civil Action No. 07-0012), questioning not only the
probation denial but also the judgment’s promulgation and including the private
complainants as respondents.

5. The RTC granted the certiorari petition, holding that the MTC had gravely erred by not
resolving Almero’s Formal Offer of Exhibits before judgment and declaring the judgment
itself as tainted due to his absence, violating Rule 120, Section 6 of the Rules of Court.

6. The case was remanded to the MTC for further proceedings.

7. However, the respondents contested this RTC ruling in the Court of Appeals (CA), which
set aside the RTC’s decision, dismissing Almero’s certiorari petition and noting procedural
flaws in his case.

**[ssues**:

1. Whether the private complainants had the legal standing to intervene in the appeal
process concerning Almero’s probation denial and conviction.

2. Whether the RTC was correct in nullifying the MTC’s conviction judgment due to
procedural errors and considering a part of the certiorari petition inappropriately.

3. Whether Almero was rightfully denied probation and if the probation denial constituted
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grave abuse of discretion.
**Court’s Decision**:

1. **Private Complainants’ Standing**: The Supreme Court affirmed the CA’s view that
private respondents, who were parties to the case by virtue of being impleaded in the
certiorari petition, had adequate legal standing. Their involvement was essential to uphold
substantial justice and ensure a proper resolution of the case.

2. **Validity of RTC’s Judgment Nullification**: The Supreme Court ruled against Almero. It
established that Almero’s application for probation implied acceptance of the trial court’s
judgment, barring him from subsequently challenging it. This move was a misguided plea to
circumvent penalties, contrary to the spirit of the probation law, which treats appeals and
probation applications as mutually exclusive.

3. ¥*Probation Denial**: The denial of Almero’s application for probation was found justified.
Probation is a privilege, not a right, and exercising it requires no appeal of the conviction.
Almero’s procedural approach was convoluted, thus validating the CA’s interpretation that
there was no grave abuse of discretion in denying probation.

**Doctrine**:

- **Mutual Exclusivity of Probation and Appeals**: Probation and appeal are mutually
exclusive remedies. Applying for probation implies acceptance of a criminal sentence,
precluding any form of appellate relief.

- **Legal Personality of Private Complainants**: In certain instances, private parties have
standing in criminal cases to file or respond in special civil actions (e.g., certiorari), mainly
when such involvement serves the purpose of substantial justice or is warranted by their
inclusion in the proceeding.

**Class Notes**:

- **Probation Law**: Presidential Decree No. 968, as amended, dictates that probation and
appeals are mutually exclusive options post-conviction.

- **Procedural Rights**: Due notice and opportunity to contest are essential before
promulgating a verdict. Rule 120, Section 6 outlines the necessity for judgment to be
personally communicated to the accused, or via proxies, if absent.
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- **Certiorari as a Special Remedy**: Usually not applicable as a substitute for an appeal
unless exceptional procedural shortcomings represent grave abuse of discretion.

**Historical Background**:

Originally, the legal provisions on probation in the Philippines were formulated to decrease
rampant criminal congestion and provide a rehabilitative alternative for offenders. This case
reflects the judiciary’s stance on balancing procedural rights with these restorative justice
principles, especially in managing personal grievances in criminal acts and clarifying the
accused’s procedural understanding of accepting a conviction.
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