
G.R. No. 57402. February 28, 1985 (Case Brief / Digest)

© 2024 - batas.org | 1

Title: Jesus Guiao v. Albino L. Figueroa, Provincial Fiscal of Pampanga

Facts:
In the province of Pampanga, Philippines, an intricate legal battle unfolded following the
trial of Criminal Case No. 1273, involving the accused Atilano Gopez and others, charged
with the kidnapping and murder of Felix Lampa. The testimonies of Porfirio Dizon and
Emiliano  Manalo  were  pivotal,  describing  events  on  November  23,  1950,  where  they
witnessed key actions linking Gopez, Esguerra, Tolentino, and others to the crime. Despite
their involvement, an amended information in Criminal Case No. 1453 excluded Dizon and
Manalo,  listing  only  Jesus  Guiao  and  Eulogio  Serrano  as  additional  accused.  Guiao
subsequently filed a mandamus action compelling the provincial fiscal to include Dizon and
Manalo, asserting they were equally responsible.

The inferior court initially examined whether the fiscal’s non-inclusion of Dizon and Manalo
contravened legal duties. Guiao’s petition argued for the necessity of their inclusion per
Section 1 of Rule 106 under the Rules of Court. The lower court ruled in favor of Guiao,
ordering the fiscal to include Dizon and Manalo as accused, leading to an appeal by the
fiscal to the Supreme Court.

Issues:
1. Can a fiscal be compelled by mandamus to include certain individuals as accused in a
criminal information based on evidence indicating their culpability?
2. Does an accused individual have the legal standing to demand the inclusion of other
alleged co-conspirators in a criminal case?

Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court addressed the core issue concerning the scope of a fiscal’s discretion in
criminal prosecutions. It emphasized the mandatory nature of filing charges against “all
persons who appear to be responsible” for a crime. The judiciary reaffirmed the procedural
mandates  ensuring  prosecution  impartiality,  curtailing  a  fiscal’s  discretion  to  exclude
potential accused persons without judicial approval.

1.  Mandatory  Inclusion of  Responsible  Parties:  The Court  held  that  the  rule  explicitly
required all responsible persons to be charged, underscoring the legislative intent of Act
2709, later embodied in Rules of Court provisions. Prosecutors lack unilateral discretion to
withhold charges against implicated individuals based predominately on the utility of their
testimony for the State.
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2.  Role  of  the  Court  in  Witness  Exclusion:  It  further  delineated  the  court’s  exclusive
authority to discharge accused individuals to serve as witnesses under carefully regulated
conditions, aligning with principles of justice and procedural fairness.

3.  Standing  and  Interest  of  Co-accused:  The  Court  recognized  Guiao’s  standing,
underscoring that an accused party has a vested interest in ensuring equal prosecutorial
treatment of all co-conspirators, primarily due to potential joint liabilities for damages.

Doctrine:
The decision reinforced the principle that charging all responsible persons in a criminal
offense  is  mandated  to  ensure  fairness  and  prevent  prosecutorial  bias  or  favoritism.
Furthermore, the discharge of accused persons for use as witnesses is subject to judicial
oversight, not solely prosecutorial discretion.

Class Notes:
– Elements of Mandamus: To issue a writ of mandamus, a clear legal duty and a right to its
enforcement by the petitioner must be established.
– Prosecutorial Discretion & Mandates: Prosecutors must bring actions against all persons
appearing responsible per evidentiary standards, limiting discretion where legislative and
judicial checks exist.
– Co-accused Rights: Accused individuals may have standing to assert equal treatment of
alleged co-conspirators, impacting joint criminal liability and potential civil indemnities.

Historical Background:
This case emerged during a post-war Philippine legal landscape, developing procedural
safeguards  in  criminal  prosecutions  to  ensure integrity  and impartiality  in  the judicial
system. It underscored the judiciary’s role in upholding strict adherence to procedural rules
intended to prevent abuses of prosecutorial discretion.


