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BELLOSILLO, J.:

PABLO BISCO y RAMOS dlias Biling appeals to us the judgment of the trial court convicting him of three (3)
counts of rape and imposing upon him the penalty of reclusion perpetuafor each count.

In three (3) separate Criminal Complaints, complaining witness Celerina Barola alleged that she was raped about
twenty (20) times although she could only remember clearly three (3) specific occasions: first, on 26 January 1996
in Sitio Batis Itaas, Brgy. Ambulong, Batangas City, when she was only eleven (11) years old, which happened at
night inside her house; second, the following day, 27 January 1996 at around three o'clock in the afternoon; and
lastly, on 26 March 1997 when she was twelve (12) years old.[1]

The three (3) cases were tried jointly upon agreement of the parties as they involved the same accused and
complaining witness.

Thefirst incident, as already adverted to, happened in the evening of 26 January 1996. According to complaining
witness Celerina Barola, she was sound asleep in their house together with her younger sister and three (3)
brothers when she was suddenly awakened by a man who placed himself on top of her and whom she recognized
as his Mamay Biling, referring to accused-appellant Pablo Biling Bisco. Celerina narrated that when she woke up
Biling was already inserting his organ into her genitalia and gratifying his lust. She could not shout because she
was threatened with physical harm if she would make the mistake of telling anybody about the incident. As
quickly as the sexual assault commenced he left her quickly right after without saying a word, thus leaving her to
endure alone the physical and emotional pain wrought by his coerced sexual incursion.

The following day, 27 January 1996, at about three o'clock in the afternoon, accused-appellant molested Celerina
again at the sagingan (cluster of banana plants) in Sitio Batis. She was on her way to take a book to a classmate
when the accused suddenly pulled her hair and dragged her forcibly deep into the banana plantation. According to
Celerina, the accused undressed her and then took off his own clothes. She tried to shout for help but the accused
quickly covered her mouth, mounted her and raped her again. In her own words, "H-n-n-dot niya ako" ("He raped
me").

The last time the accused sexually abused Celerina was on 26 March 1997. It happened at about three o'clock in
the afternoon. It was practically areprise of the second incident as it occurred in the same banana plantation when
she was also on her way to borrow a book from the same classmate, a certain Genevieve. Upon meeting Celerina,
the accused likewise pushed her aside, pulled her hair, removed her clothes, placed himself on top of her, and like
before, penetrated her. As soon as it was over, the accused told her to buy herself halo-halo, apparently to appease
her. As she was still sobbing when she went to buy halo-halo from her aunt's store, her aunt asked her what was
the matter. At first Celerinarefused to answer the question but since her aunt Aidainsisted, and even threatened to
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tell her father about it, she blurted out the truth. It was then that her sexual ordeal was finally brought to the
attention of her family.

With the help of their barangay captain and other relatives, Celerina was brought to the police precinct on 28
March 1997 for investigation, after which, three (3) criminal complaints for rape were filed against accused Pablo
Bisco.[2] Thiswas corroborated by her aunt Aida Perancullo.[3]

On cross-examination, Celerina stated that during the first two (2) incidents of sexual abuse she opted not to tell
anyone, not even her parents, because she was afraid that the accused would make good his threat to kill her. She
remembered that every time the accused would abuse her she would bleed and suffer pain, athough she said that
her experience on 26 March 1997 was different because there was less pain and no more bleeding. She also
revealed - what was not known before - that she was in fact raped by the accused for about twenty (20) times
between her second and last experiences but could no longer recall the exact dates and times they were
perpetrated.

According to Severa Barola, mother of the offended party, on 28 March 1997 her sister-in-law Aida Perancullo
informed her about the rape of her daughter by the accused. So she lost no time in going to the house of the
accused, a neighbor and a kumpadre, and confronted him. But the accused simply kept mum and did not say
anything. Severa asked the wife of Biling why her husband sexualy violated her daughter.[4]Instead of
apologizing for Biling's behavior, his wife berated Severa for believing what the former claimed was obviously a
blatant lie.[5]

On 28 March 1997 Celerina went to Dr. Cynthia Beron of the Batangas Regiona Hospital for medical
examination, which yielded the following results: external genitalia - infantile genitalia; no pubic hair; complete
healed laceration at 7:00 o'clock position; incomplete healed laceration at 8:00 o'clock position and 3:00 o'clock
position; hyperemia labial folds or reddish labia,[6] which was probably caused by friction or something which
penetrated the vagina; the vagina admits one (1) finger with ease and two (2) fingers with slight difficulty; and
negative for sperm cells.[7]

Accused Pablo Bisco strongly denied the charges against him. He swore that in the morning of 26 January 1996
he accompanied his kumpadre Roman and kumadre Severa to the hospital for amedical check-up of their son who
was sick. As requested by the Barola couple, he stayed in the hospital until 6:00 o'clock in the morning of the
following day. He likewise branded as a lie the alegation of Celerina that she was raped by the accused on 27
January 1996. He further stated that he could only think of politics as the reason for the charges against him.
Explaining his denial, he alleged that he refused to support the candidate of barangay tanod Briccio Ramirez who
was an uncle of the complainant.

Both Julia Bisco, the wife of the accused, and Florencio Bisco, his son, testifying for the defense, informed the
court that Severa Barola went to their house on 28 March 1997 and berated Biling for touching her daughter's
private parts (hinipuan).[8]

After weighing the evidence of both parties, the trial court sustained the version of Celerina and convicted the
accused of three (3) counts of rape and sentenced him to reclusion perpetua for each count, and to pay her
P50,000.00 for moral and exemplary damages in each case, plus the costs.[9] The tria court pointed out that the
offended party categorically asserted that she was raped by the accused for about twenty (20) times but could only
recall specifically the incidents of 26 January 1996, 27 January 1996 and 26 March 1997 which were the only
subjects of inquiry as she could no longer remember, much less supply, the necessary details for the rest of the
rape incidents. The court a quo further noted that the offended party not only emphaticaly and steadfastly
declared that she was raped by the accused but was even categorical in her description of the degree of pain she
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felt during the three (3) incidents of sexual abuse.

As regards the reason proffered by the accused, i.e., that political differences might be the reason for the filing of
the rape charges against him, the lower court said -

X X X X He (accused) has not shown any evidence to support that in fact he actively campaigned, supported and
voted for a candidate who had opposed the candidacy of a relative of the complainant. There is also not one
iota of evidence showing that the family of the complainant is politics minded and cared whether he belonged
to the opposing camp. Besides, the complainant is so young as to delve in politics. And finally, the accused
himself admitted that on the day the first rape was committed, he was with the parents of the complainant
lending assistance when another child of the complainant's parents was brought to the hospital. He even
claimed to have remained in the hospital during the night and left them only the following morning. This
glaring circumstance only showed that there was no bad blood existing between the accused and the family of
the complainant x x x x[10]

Accused-appellant decries his conviction despite the aleged incredible and inconsistent testimony of the
complaining witness. He insists that: (a) he could not have raped the complainant on 26 January 1996 because he
was at that time in the company of her parents at the hospital where their child was confined; (b) the alleged rape
that took place on 27 January 1996 could not have transpired because the narration of Celerina that he undressed
her and laid her clothes on the ground while he removed his pants as if a casual coitus would take place was in
fact a description of the complainant's sexual experience with a certain Nilo llagan who was caught in flagrante
with her by Florencio Bisco while Ilagan was still on top of her;[11] and, (c) it is contrary to human experience
that she did not cry when she was supposedly raped on 26 and 27 January 1996 and seventeen (17) more times
thereafter before 26 March 1997 but did so only after the last rape when she was seen crying by her aunt.[12]

The arguments of accused-appellant are reflective of a mendacious character. The defense of denial and alibi,
insofar as the rape which occurred on 26 January 1996 was concerned, should be thrown into the dustbin amidst
the straightforward and categorical narration by Celerina that she had in fact been raped by accused-appellant on
that date while she was asleep in their house. Aside from his positive identification, the accused-appellant
dismally failed to show that it was physically impossible for him to be at the scene of the crime on 26 January
1996 when the rape was committed. The hospital, according to him, was a mere twenty (20)-minute ride to the
place of the Barolas. Apparently, accused-appellant took advantage of the absence in the house of his kumpadre
and kumadre and lusted on their helpless child. Biling was a wolf in sheep's skin. While extending one hand to
help his kumpadre and kumadre in distress, his other hand, unbeknownst to them, was clutching their daughter in
ademon's embrace.

Neither can we give serious thought to the accusation of Florencio, son of the accused, that sometime in
November 1996 he caught the complaining witness engaged in sexual intercourse with a certain Nilo Ilagan, a
teenager fourteen (14) years of age, beside a sampaloc tree. It was obviously a malicious innuendo to cast
aspersion on the moral character of Celerina. Verily, it taxes the mind of this Court how this accusation could
detract from the fact that accused-appellant was positively identified by Celerina as the man who abused her on 26
and 27 January 1996 and 26 March 1997. It is difficult to believe and even highly irregular to suggest that eleven
(11)-year old Celering, a child of tender years in every respect, would indulge in scandalous sex with another
minor Nilo llagan.

In raising the issue of Celerina's supposed failure to cry immediately after the first and second incidents of rape
and did so only after the last time she was abused on 26 March 1997, accused-appellant demonstrably reached the
rock bottom of his desperation. The mere fact that Celerina failed to state on record that she did or did not cry
during the first two (2) rape incidents does not in any way mean that she did not suffer anguish and pain for the
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wrong done to her. For al we know, she cried profusely but was simply unable to make known this fact during
the trial. Nonetheless, victims of violence do not necessarily exhibit identical behavioral patterns under similar
stressful environments.

Finally, accused-appellant bewails the failure of the trial court to give credence to his defense that the barangay
tanod, an uncle of Celerina, had instigated the filing of the charges as he supposedly did not support the candidate
of the former for barangay chairman. This contention does not even merit the scantiest consideration. Sufficeit to
say that no parent in his right mind would allow his minor child to undergo the rigors of a public trial and expose
her to the shame and humiliation that go with it in order to avenge seemingly trifle political differences.

For the sexual abuses he had committed, accused-appellant Pablo Biling Bisco has practically wrecked the life of
his victim, a minor, whose purity would have remained unsullied if not for his barbarity. For this he must be made
to suffer.

Article 335 of The Revised Penal Code as amended by RA 7659 states that “(r)ape is committed by having carna
knowledge of a woman under any of the following circumstances: (1) By using force or intimidation x x x x; (3)
When the woman is under twelve years of age or is demented x x x X The crime of rape shall be punished by
reclusion perpetua x x x X"

The prosecution has proved beyond doubt that accused-appellant, by means of force, violence and intimidation,
committed statutory rape against Celerina Barola twice on different occasions, i.e., on 26 and 27 January 1996,
when she was only eleven (11) years old; and on another occasion, on 26 March 1997, when she was barely
twelve (12) years old. Accordingly, he must be convicted and made liable for one (1) count of rape under par. (1)
by use of force and intimidation, and two (2) counts of rape under par. (3) of Art. 335 of The Revised Penal Code
as amended, the offended party being a woman below twelve (12) years old as evidenced by her Birth
Certificate[13] and the testimony of her mother Severa Barola[14]which fact is not disputed by
accused-appellant,

WHEREFORE, the Decision of the court a quo finding PABLO Biling BISCO y RAMOS guilty of three (3)
counts of rape as defined under pars. (1) and (3) of Art. 335 of The Revised Penal Code as amended by RA 7659,
and sentencing him to reclusion perpetua for each count, is AFFIRMED with the MODIFICATION that he is
further ordered to pay the complaining witness CELERINA R. BAROLA P50,000.00 for civil indemnity and
another P50,000.00 for moral damages in each of the three (3) cases. Costs against accused-appellant.

SO ORDERED.

Mendoza, Quisumbing, Buena, and De Leon, Jr., JJ., concur.

[1]Rallo, pp. 6-11.1

[2] TSN, 6 October 1997, pp. 3-15.

[3] TSN, 28 October 1997, pp. 4-10.

[4]In Filipinoit is "binaboy ang aking anak."
[5] TSN, 24 November 1997, pp. 4-12.

[6] TSN, 5 December 1997, p. 6.

[7]1bid.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 6

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. Nos. 136138-40. December 22, 2000

[8] TSN, 18 February 1998; id., 6 July 1998, p. 5.

[9]Decision penned by Judge Conrado R. Antona, RTC-Br. 4, Pallocan, Batangas City.
[10]Rallo, pp. 101-102.

[11] TSN, 18 February 1998, p. 3; id., 6 July 1998, p. 5.

[12]1d, pp. 63-64.

[13]Origina Record, Exh. "D."

[14] TSN, 24 November 1997, p. 2.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 5 of 6
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. Nos. 136138-40. December 22, 2000

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 6 of 6
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



