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WILLARD, J.:

On September 7, 1899, Don Juan Carballo y Blanco was killed in a camarin on his hacienda in the Province of
Negros Occidental by a band of men armed with rifles and bolos. Three days afterwards the head of Don Juan,
wrapped in a sack (bayan), was found suspended from the bridge in the pueblo of Silay. Upon the outside of the
sack was this inscription: "Juan Carballo, hombre pernicioso a la revolucion. E. P. D. (Juan Carballo, a bad man
for the revolution. R. I. P.)

Don Juan Carballo was killed by reason of a written order issued by a council of war convened by the
revolutionary forces then operating in that province. The officer then in command of these forces was Luis
Ginete. Before this council of war the defendant acted as judge-advocate. According to the testimony in this case,
the decision of the council was that Don Juan be brought before them for trial. The charges against him were that
he was a spy and guide of the Americans. The order provided that in case of resistance he should be killed. This
order the defendant delivered to the persons charged with its execution. There was no attempt made to arrest Don
Juan. He was attacked and killed without warning.

The defendant was tried for the murder of the deceased and was acquitted. The provincial fiscal appealed. In this
court the Solicitor-General asks that the defendant be discharged on the ground that he is included in the amnesty
of July 4, 1902. While the defendant has asked us to pass upon the merits of the case, yet he also asks the benefit
of the amnesty and has filed here the oath required by the proclamation.

His case is clearly within its terms. He was participating against the United States in the revolution. He was acting
pursuant to the orders of his superior, Luis Ginete. The killing of Don Juan Carballo was an offense of a political
character. (United States vs. Vicente Villamor, August 29,1902.) Upon its facts the case at bar is practically the
same as the case cited. Under the circumstances we do not feel called upon to decide this case on its merits. Such
a decision would involve the determination of questions concerning the status of Filipinos engaged in the
revolution, and their liability, civilly and criminally, before the courts for acts committed in the prosecution of that
revolution. These questions are of such importance that they ought not to be decided in a case where such a
decision is unnecessary. The defendant was acquitted below, and a holding that he is included in the amnesty in
no way prejudices his rights.

Therefore, assuming, without deciding, that he is legally responsible for the killing of Don Juan Carballo, we hold
that he is included in the amnesty. He having filed the oath required thereby, the case is dismissed.

Arellano C. J., Torres, Cooper, Mapa, and Ladd, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 985. November 10, 1902

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


