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CARSON, J.:

The only evidence in the record connecting these defendants and appellants with the theft of the mare as charged
in the information is the testimony of two witnesses who claim to have seen them riding her on the night of the
robbery.

The owner of the mare, the two accused, and the two witnesses against them were all close neighbors living in the
same barrio and well known to each other.

One witness, a woman, testified that on the night upon which the mare of the complaining witness disappeared,
the two accused came to her tienda (store) at about 8 o'clock at night, riding upon a mare, which was followed by
acolt; and that they stopped at the store and asked whether she had any cigarettes for sale, and as she had not they
rode away without dismounting. She claims that she recognized the animal as the property of the complaining
witness, because its face was turned toward her so that she could see it distinctly, though she admits that her
attention was not drawn particularly to the fact that the accused were riding the animal, because she knew that
they had hired it from its owner on previous occasions.

The other witness testified that he met the two accused riding upon a mare, followed by a colt, not long after 8
o'clock on the night in question, and that seeing the mare and knowing its owner, he called out, thinking that the
owner himself was riding the animal; that the two accused drew up in answer to his greeting, but that when he
asked them where they were going they went on their way without answering; and that the mare they were riding
was the property of the complaining witness.

The two accused admitted that they rode together on a mare followed by her colt on the night in question; that it
was true, as testified by the witnesses for the prosecution, they had stopped at the store and asked for cigarettes,
and that they had met and been hailed on the road by the witness who so testified; but they claimed that they had
borrowed the mare from another party, whose name they gave, and disclaimed al knowledge of the stolen animal.

We do not think that this evidence establishes beyond a reasonable doubt the identity of the anima which the
accused were riding on the night in question with the animal lost by the complaining witness.

The possibility of mistake in identification by the two witnesses who at most got but a passing glimpse on a dark
night, of the animal the accused were riding is apparent. And when to this we add the manifest improbability that
these accused, if they were in fact riding a stolen mare, followed by her colt, would have stopped at the store to
ask for cigarettes and would have stopped again on the road on being hailed by a passer-by, we are forced to the
conclusion that these two witnesses, learning upon the following day that the complaining witness had lost his
mare and colt, jumped to the conclusion that the mare ridden by the accused was the stolen animal. It is to be
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remembered, moreover, that these parties were all near neighbors, and knew each other well, and it seems highly
improbable, to say the least, that conscious of having just committed the theft, they would voluntarily and
unnecessarily expose themselves to the risk of discovery and punishment by riding up to a store in the little barrio
in which all the parties lived, and stopping on the road just outside the barrio long enough to give another
neighbor an opportunity to identify them and the stolen animal on which they were riding.

It may be proper to add that there is nothing to indicate that they made any attempt to escape with the animal, and
as far as we can learn from the record, they were back in the barrio the following day, apparently unconscious that
their conduct the night before had directed suspicion against them as the thieves who had taken their neighbor's
mare and colt.

We conclude that the judgment entered in the court below convicting and sentencing these appellants should be
reversed, and that they should be acquitted of the crime with which they are charged, with the costs of both
instances de officio, and set at liberty forthwith. So ordered.

Arellano, C. J,, Torres, Moreland, Trent, and Araidlo, JJ., concur.
Johnson, J., dissents.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 9563. March 11, 1915

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



