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ARAULLO, J.:

Eulogio Sanchez was accused of the crime of illegal detention, provided for and punished in article 200 of the
Penal Code, for having detained one Benigno Aranzanso by keeping him in the municipa jail of the pueblo of
Caloocan, Province of Rizal, for aperiod of less than three days.

The Court of First Instance of said province sentenced the defendant as guilty of said crime to a fine of 1,000
pesetas and to the corresponding subsidiary imprisonment in case of insolvency, such imprisonment not to exceed
six months. From this judgment the defendant appeal ed.

It appears from the evidence that the defendant, being a municipa policeman of the town of Caloocan, did, at
about 9 o'clock in the morning of August 13, 1912, arrest Benigno Aranzanso in the cockpit of Maypajo of that
town and take him to the town hall, where he was detained until just before nightfall of the same day, when he
was set at liberty by order of the president. But it aso appears from the same evidence: (1) That both the
municipal president and the sergeant of police, who was acting as chief of police of the town, had information that
two nights previous a robbery had occurred in a boat on the Maypajo River in that jurisdiction, for the boatman
had presented himself to the said sergeant and indicated as one of the assailants of the boat an individual who was
the son of one Eto and who had been in a billiard room the same night; (2) that on the said night of the 12th of
August the Constabulary had been in Caloocan to investigate, in company with the policemen of the pueblo, a
robbery that had occurred in a billiard room, and the said sergeant had acquired the information that Benigno
Aranzanso had been in that billiard room that night and that about five minutes before he had left on the run; (3)
that in view of this the sergeant of police directed not only the defendant Eulogio Sanchez but also al the
patrolmen under his orders to look for the said Benigno Aranzanso in order that he might be identified by the
boatmen; and (4) that by virtue of said order and because, the description they had given him of the person who
had been in the billiard room fitted Aranzanso, the defendant Eulogio Sanchez proceeded to arrest him in the
cockpit on the next morning, the 13th, and took him to the town hall, as has already been stated, where he
remained in confinement until before nightfall of the same day. He was not identified because when the sergeant
of police arrived at the station he had already been set at liberty. No warrant was previously issued for his
detention because the fact had not been reported to the justice of the peace and the 13th of August was a legal
holiday.

The defendant, therefore, acted in compliance with orders of his chief, the sergeant of police, in arresting Benigno
Aranzanso and his detention was justified for the purpose of identifying his person, since, according to the
sergeant himself, reasonable grounds existed for believing in the existence of a crime and suspicion pointed to that
individual.
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It was not necessary that the fact of the robbery committed in the boat should have been established in order to
regard such detention as legal:

"The legality of the detention does not depend upon the fact of the crime, but * * * upon the nature of the deed,
wherefrom such characterization may reasonably be inferred by the officer or functionary to whom the law at
that moment leaves the decision for the urgent purpose of suspending the liberty of the citizen." (Decision of
the supreme court of Spain, January 27, 1885.)

One of the duties of the police is to arrest lawbreakers in order to place them at the disposal of the judicia or
executive authorities upon whom devolves the duty to investigate the act constituting the violation or to prosecute
and secure the punishment thereof. One of the means conducing to these ends being the identification of the
person of the alleged criminal or lawbreaker, the duty that directly devolves upon the police to make the arrests or
detentions for the purposes of such investigation cannot be questioned.

The same supreme court has so declared in a decision of April 21,1884, in a case wherein the person who had
threatened another was unknown and suspicion pointed to a man whom an officer of the law proceeded to arrest.
The court said:

"The mere fact that an officer of the law compelled a person to appear before the chief of the department to
establish or prove his identity does not justify the classification of illegal detention. It was merely in the nature
of an administrative measure, justified by the suspicion that he may have made certain threats against another
person.”

It is, therefore, beyond dispute that the defendant Eulogio Sanchez did not commit the crime charged against him
in the complaint, and we therefore reverse the judgment appealed from and freely acquit him; with the costs of
both instances de officio.

Arellano, C. J., Carson, Moreland, and Trent, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 9294. March 30, 1914

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



