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ARAULLO, J.:

The herein defendant was charged in the complaint with having maliciously and criminally engaged in wholesale
traffic in liquors without having first paid the proper license tax, thereby violating section 66 of Act No. 1189, and
the Court of First Instance of Mindoro Sentenced him to pay afine of P200, with subsidiary imprisonment in case
of insolvency, the costs, and to pay the license tax due for the second quarter of 1912. From this sentence said
defendant appeal ed.

The complaint was based on the fact that upon searching the storeroom of the defendant's shop in the pueblo of
Pola, Mindoro, the provincial treasurer of that province discovered three demijohns of vino anisado and a case of
gin, which, according to the defendant himself, he had purchased for a resident of the same pueblo, Rufina
Maravilla, who had aretail license for the sale of vinos and at the request of that person, to whom said wares had
not yet been delivered, according to the treasurer and his deputy, because Rufina had not yet paid the defendant
their value in hemp, as they had agreed.

It appears from the evidence presented that said three demijohns of anisado and a case of gin did really belong to
Rufina Maravilla; that she, as well as the defendant, had alicense for the sale of vino at retail; that said quantity of
anisado and gin was purchased from a licensed dealer in distilled spirits, in the pueblo of Bauan, Province of
Batangas, by an agent of the defendant, upon the request of Rufina to the latter, the proper invoice having been
issued in her favor; that, according to the provincial treasurer and his deputy, payment for the vino agreed upon by
Rufina and the defendant should consist, according to that woman's statement to them in her husband's presence,
partly of hemp and the rest in money, which she and the defendant denied, asserting in their turn that the
defendant had received from her P32 for that purchase, of which sum a balance still remained in said defendant's
possession; that according to the hill of sale (Exhibit 1, page 50 of the record), the amount paid to the dealer who
sold the vino to the agent of the defendant, as the price of the anisado and gin for Rufina, was only P26.75; and
finally that, according to the patron or master of the boat which transported that freight, with more belonging to
other persons, from Bauan to the said pueblo of Pola, the tide was falling when his boat approached the place
where Rufina Maravilla's house was and he was unable to discharge the freight at said house, so he went back and
took it to the defendant's house, where it was stored.

The Internal Revenue Law regards as a trader or dealer in wines and liquors at wholesale or retail every person
who on his own account or on commission sells or offers for sale distilled spirits, wines, and liquors, fermented or
unfermented, according to the quantity he may sell at a single sale. The defendant not having sold on his own
account or on commission to Rufina Maravilla the anisado and gin in question, and there being neither evidence
nor the slightest indication in the case that he obtained from the dealer in Bauan, or that such dealer had offered
him, any remuneration as a commission or in any other way for the delivery of said anisado and gin to Rufina
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Maravilla, and it appearing solely that the defendant was the intermediary of whom the woman availed herself to
purchase those articles in Bauan for her shop and for the sale whereof she had the necessary license, it cannot be
said that the defendant has engaged in the traffic in liquors in any amount or that he has violated section 66 of the
said Act.

But the court, taking into account the proof that Rufina Maravilla had agreed to pay the defendant the value of the
vino in hemp and that as she had not yet made such payment the vino was not delivered to her, held in its
judgment that the facts related therein constituted the violation provided for and penalized by said section 66,
because, according to the sentence itself, at bottom the said facts constituted traffic in liquors at wholesale in a
clandestine manner, for the defendant lacked a license therefor and yet was profiting by acquiring the vino at the
reguest of another person, upon whom he imposed conditions as to the article in which payment for the vino he
had acquired should be made.

As has aready been noted, there is not sufficient evidence that an agreement regarding the payment in hemp was
entered into between the defendant and Rufina Maravilla, for she and her husband denied the statement attributed
to them on this point by the provincial treasurer and his deputy; neither is there any evidence that the fact that said
payment in the article agreed upon had not been made was the reason why the anisado and gin had not yet been
delivered to their owner when they were found in the defendant's storeroom, especially when no proof has been
presented by the prosecution to off set the statement of the patron of the boat. Nor is it proven, granting that such
agreement was actually made, that the defendant profited or proposed to derive profit, because the amount of
hemp should have received from Rufinain payment for those articles does not appear, and in the absence of this
fact the profit which, it is alleged, would have accrued to him from the alleged transaction of resale cannot be
determined. On the other hand, what does appear to be proven beyond all doubt is that Rufina Maravilla was the
owner of the anisado and the gin, that she had the proper license to sell it and that the corresponding invoice was
made out in her name; nor as a convincing reason for the existence of the alleged profit on the part of the
defendant may we take into account the finding of the trial court to the effect that it is incredible that the
defendant, who was engaged in the retail sale of vino, would, at the request of another person selling vino,
gratuitiously buy some for her, thereby aiding her in competing with him in the business, because it is till less
credible that such a person would agree to pay the defendant with hemp for the value of the vino bought by him
for her, thus giving him an opportunity and facilities for profiting through the resale of the hemp to such extent as
she would fail to profit by making the payment in such article instead of in money, having later to sell the vinoin
her shop at the same price as the defendant in his and consequently suffering another loss.

In view of the foregoing, and as the defendant is not guilty of the violation attributed to him in the complaint, we
reverse the judgment appealed from and freely acquit him; with the costs of both instances de officio.

Arellano, C. J., Carson, Moreland, and Trent, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 9217. March 30, 1914

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



