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GANCAYCO, J.:

On March 10, 1986, Cristina Bungalon, the 5-year old daughter of the spouses Milagros and Wilfredo Bungalon
disappeared while playing near their house at the mini-park at Del Pan Tulunan Center, Tondo, Manila. Private
complainant Milagros Bungalon looked everywhere for her missing daughter and reported the incident to the
police authorities, but her daughter was nowhere to be found.

On April 1, 1986, Lydia Rama was arrested by the police authorities as a suspected kidnapper of several missing
children. Upon being informed by the police of the arrest of Rama, private complainant and her mother-in-law
proceeded to Precinct 2 wherein Rama was being detained. Private complainant showed Rama a picture of her
missing daughter and Rama told her that she sold said child for P400.00 and she was in a house in the Muslim
Center Compound, Quiapo, Manila.

In the afternoon of April 1, 1986, private complainant and her husband went with the police team that raided the
Muslim Center Compound. The police recovered several children from the house of the Muslim buyers in said
compound. Among the children recovered was the missing daughter of private complainant.

Hence, in due course, an information charging Lydia T. Rama and Emelinda D. Renteno with the crime of
kidnapping was filed with the Regional Trial Court of Manila.

Upon arraignment both accused entered a plea of not guilty and the trial proceeded. However, accused Renteno
was ordered confined at the National Mental Hospital so the proceedings against her were suspended until she
shall have been cured of her mental illness. Hence, the trial proceeded only against accused Rama.

On July 20, 1987, a decision was rendered by the trial court convicting Rama of the crime of kidnapping and
sentencing her to the penalty of reclusion perpetua and to pay the cost.[1]

The accused now interposes this appeal alleging the sole assigned error that the trial court convicted her of the
crime charged based on her alleged extrajudicial confession which was made without the assistance of counsel.

The appeal is without merit.

A reading of the decision of the court a quo does not show that there was any extrajudicial confession on which
the conviction was predicated.

What appears is that when private complainant Milagros Bungalon was informed by the police that the appellant
was in custody as a suspect in the kidnapping of several children, Milagros showed appellant a picture of her
missing daughter. Upon seeing the picture, appellant told Milagros she sold her daughter for P400.00 and she was
then in a home at the Muslim Center Compound.
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This admission of appellant may not be considered an extrajudicial confession. She was not under investigation
by the police. Milagros was not a law enforcement agent but a helpless mother searching for a missing daughter.
Apparently, appellant sympathized with her plight and volunteered the foregoing information.

Moreover, even if said conversation between Milagros and appellant may be categorized as an extrajudicial
confession, it was not the sole basis of the conviction of the appellant. It was when the police with private
complainant, acting on the lead given by appellant, found the missing child in the house at the Muslim Center
Compound, that the trial court was persuaded in rendering the verdict of conviction.

The situation is not unlike that of a suspected thief who admits to the police that he stole certain goods and
revealed that he hid the same under the house of a neighbor. While the extrajudicial confession without the
assistance of counsel may not be admissible in evidence against him, the recovery of the stolen goods in the very
place indicated by the suspect is clear evidence of his guilt.

Kidnapping is a serious offense. More so, if the victims are minor children, as in this case, the motivation of
which is pure greed and profit, as they are sold for a song. This is the reason why under Article 267 of the Revised
Penal Code, the penalty for this offense is reclusion perpetua to death. However, the penalty of death may not be
imposed under the Constitution.

One last word. It is about time Congress seriously looks into the category of heinous offenses as contemplated
under the Constitution, whereby the death penalty may be imposed,[2] including kidnapping, if only to contain the
apparently worsening peace and order situation in the country.

WHEREFORE, the decision appealed from is AFFIRMED in toto with costs against accused-appellant.

SO ORDERED.

Narvasa, (Chairman), Cruz, Griño-Aquino, and Medialdea, JJ., concur.

[1] Pages 13 to 14, Rollo.

[2] Section 19, Article III, 1987 Constitution.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 89988. December 10, 1990

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 89988. December 10, 1990

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


