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CARSON, J.:

This is an appeal from a judgment of the Court of First Instance of Cagayan Province convicting the defendant
and appellant of a violation of section 33 of Act No. 1147, and sentencing her to pay a fine of P150, and in case of
insolvency to suffer the corresponding subsidiary imprisonment as prescribed by law.

The information charges: "That on or about July 1, 1912, in the municipality of Piat, Province of Cagayan, P. I.,
the said Cornelia Ballesteros did willfully, unlawfully and criminally slaughter and cause to be slaughtered for
public consumption a carabao, without having previously obtained due permission from the municipal treasurer."

The appellant, while admitting the slaughter of the animal in violation of section 33 of Act No. 1147, contends
that she should not be held criminally responsible therefor, because, as she alleges, one Bernabe Aquino, the
councilman for her barrio, had promised her that he would get a permit, and because she had authorized Aquino to
have the animal slaughtered, relying on that promise. Aquino flatly contradicted her in so far as she claimed that
he had promised to secure a permit, and swore that in answer to his inquiry before the animal was killed, she said
that she had the necessary permit.

The testimony was so conflicting that the trial judge was unable to make a finding as to just what did in fact take
place between Aquino and the defendant. He evidently did not believe that either one or the other had told the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth as to their connection with the unauthorized slaughter of the
carabao.

After a careful review of all the evidence we are forced to agree with the trial judge. We are inclined to believe
that both Aquino and the defendant participated. in the illegal slaughter of the animal, well knowing that the
required license had not been issued; we think that their conflicting testimony in this regard was the result of an
attempt on the part of each of them to throw the blame upon the other's shoulders.

But however this may be, we are of opinion and so hold, that the defendant failed to establish her claim in the
court below, that she ordered the animal slaughtered with the understanding, made in good faith, that Aquino
would secure the necessary permit before it was killed. She claims that she gave Aquino one leg of the animal on
the understanding that he would get the permit and have it slaughtered ; but we are satisfied that although she well
knew that the slaughter of the animal without a permit was unlawful, she made no effort, in good faith, to secure
the necessary permit. We are strongly inclined to believe that if she did in fact give one leg of the animal to
Aquino, it was in consideration of his services in slaughtering it, and with the understanding that he, as
councilman, would hold her harmless in the event that any question should arise as to the lack of a permit. Certain
it is that she ordered the animal slaughtered, well knowing that she had no permit; that she made not the slightest
effort to satisfy herself that a permit would be or was in fact issued before the animal was slaughtered in
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compliance with her orders; that when the carcass was delivered to her she made not the slightest effort to
ascertain whether the law had been complied with in this regard; and that her conduct as disclosed by all the
evidence of record justifies us in concluding that she made no such effort at compliance with the law as would
justify us in holding that there was no criminal intent in her violation of its provisions.

When the unlawful acts charged against an accused are established by competent evidence, criminal intent may be
and will be presumed, unless such intent is rebutted by the introduction of evidence sufficient to overcome this
presumption and satisfactorily disclosing the absence of such criminal intent. (U. S. vs. Tria, 17 Phil. Rep., 303.)

The judgment of the court below convicting and sentencing the defendant and appellant should be and is hereby
affirmed, with the costs of this instance against the appellant.

Arellano, C. J., Torres, Mapa, Moreland, and Trent, JJ., concur.
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