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CARSON, J.:

The plaintiff in this action seeks to recover from the defendants 38,000 manojos of rice or its money value, which
he alleges to be P5,700, on the ground that, as plaintiff alleges, these defendants are the heirs of one Dona Josef a
de la Rosa, deceased, and as such heirs have received from her estate certain lands upon conditions which obligate
them to deliver to plaintiff or his lawful representatives 2,800 manojos of rice annually, and that they have
neglected and failed to make any such annual deliveries since the year 1903.

This charge, as plaintiff alleges, was placed on the lands inherited by defendants by the twenty-fourth clause of
the will of Dona Josef a de la Rosa, deceased, which was executed in the year 1746. The clause of the will in
question is alleged to be as follows:

"CLAUSE 24.—Item.—I declare and direct my said administrator and heir, as my last wish and for the good of
my soul, that my said lands yielding 9,000 manojos be given in rental for the thirds that amount to 3,000
manojos, as I have always given them, to various persons and that he continue it every year; and of said lands
my said administrator and heir shall deliver 2,000 manojos to whoever may be the very reverend father prior of
said Bantay, whom I request and pray in recompense from him that he order celebrated four masses with their
vigils for the good of my soul and that of my said husband, and I charge my said brother with looking after and
promptly executing this said clause, doing so as my last, wish, with the declaration that of the remainder for the
completion of said 3,000 manojos, there be given 300 for Services for the dead, 500 he shall give and deliver
to the steward of the Confraternity of Our Lady of the said Bantay, and the 200 to complete the said 1,000
remaining he deliver to whoever may be the very reverend prior of said pueblo, whom I likewise pray to order
celebrated the masses that may be due therefor to be applied to the souls alone in purgatory, and that it may be
recorded, I so declare.

"Item.—I declare and revoke and annul any other instruments, codicils, testaments, and other dispositions that I
may heretofore have made, and solemnly provide that it is iny wish that none other than the present prevail or
be accepted in or out of court; so I sign, having as witnesses Don Manuel de Jesus, the officers of this court
with me as interpreters and my said associates, and of that I bear witness.—Josef Verzosa, Juez
Receptor.—Josefa de la Rosa.— Dionisio Venegas.—Felipe Panlasiqui.—Cristobal de Zales."

Passing all questions as to the proper construction of the will and of its effect as an alleged perpetual charge on
the lands therein described, it is very manifest that in no event could judgment be rendered in favor of the plaintiff
without proof that these defendants received the lands mentioned in the will subject to the charge imposed by the
above-cited clause 24. At the trial, plaintiff undertook to prove that the defendant Don Jose Purugganan and his
co-defendants are the heirs of Dona Josefa de la Rosa, deceased; that Don Jose Purugganan is the administrator of
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the lands mentioned in the will; that certain lands now held by the defendants are the lands mentioned in the will;
and that these lands are and have been held by them subject to the annual charge imposed by the will. After a
careful review of the whole record we are satisfied that the judgment entered in the trial court in favor of the
defendants must be sustained, the evidence introduced at the trial not being sufficient to sustain any of these
contentions.

As the trial judge well says, the most that can be said for the testimony introduced by the plaintiff is that it tends.
to prove that throughout the latter half of the last century a considerable amount of rice was received annually by
the representatives of the church and credited as a donation under the will of Dona Josef a de la Rosa, deceased;
but the evidence introduced at the trial fails utterly to establish the allegations of the complaint as to the existence
of an obligation imposed upon these defendants to make any such deliveries.

Arellano, C. J., Moreland, Trent, and Araullo, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 8688. January 27, 1914

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 8688. January 27, 1914

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


