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MORELAND, J.:

Thisis an appea from a judgment of the Court of Land Registration denying the registration of the title to certain
parcels of land prayed for by the petitioner.

The prayer is for the registration of the title to 51 parcels of land in various municipalities of the Province of
Ilocos Norte. Titlesto certain of the parcels were refused registration by the court and appeals were taken in these
cases.

The questions presented on the appeal are very largely those of fact. We have carefully taken up one by one the
parcels involved in this appeal and have examined the plan and the evidence, both documentary and oral,
presented in reference thereto. In each one of them we find the decision of the court thoroughly sustained by the
evidence. By this we do not mean to say that evidence to the contrary was not found in each case, but in none
would we feel justified in holding that the decision of the court was against the fair preponderance of the
evidence. Neither the petitioner nor the respondents presented paper titles. Their rights are founded upon
possession merely.

The petitioner presented what it claims to be atitle to a large part of the land involved in the litigation. We do not
so consider it. It consists merely in a certificate executed by the Archbishop in which he asserts that the Church is
the owner of the lands described therein. This certificate was registered in the registry of property. This certificate
is merely a self-serving statement issued by the person in interest. It does not have the force or effect of an
instrument issued by a Government official upon any proceeding relating to the ownership of lands known to the
Spanish law in force at the time the certificate was made. It is not atitle known as a composicion con €l estado nor
isit atitle known as an informacion posesoria. We have been cited to no law which gives to the registration of
such a certificate any force or effect as atitle, particularly against persons who were in possession of the land or
who had an interest therein at the time the certificate was made and registered. It appears in the evidence in this
case that al of the respondents who are here as appellees, either by themselves or their predecessors in interest,
were in possession of the parcels of land to which they make claim of ownership at the time this certificate was
made and registered.

The only evidence of title being parol testimony relative to possession, we must, perforce, follow the judgment of
the trial court as to the relative credibility of the witnesses who testified for the parties, there appearing nothing in
the record indicating that the judge erred in that regard. The credibility of the witnesses having been disposed of,
the only remaining question is the due appreciation of the probative force of the evidence adduced. As we have
aready said, a careful examination of the evidence relative to each parcel concerning which there is a contest does
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not disclose grounds upon which we may consistently declare that the trial court in any particular instance
resolved the questions involved against the fair preponderance of the evidence.

The appellant objects to the form of the decree registering title to the parcels of which the court found the
petitioner the owner. The court decreed the registration of a number of parcels of land in favor of the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Nueva Segovia "in trust for the use, purpose, behoof, and sole benefit of the Roman Catholic
Apostolic Church in these Islands." The purpose of the court in framing the decree in this wise was evidently to
comply with the provisions of section 157 of the Corporation Law (Act No. 1459) as it understood them. This
section provides that, where a bishop or other prelate mentioned has filed the certificate required by section 154
and following sections of the Corporation Law, he "shall become a corporation sole, and all temporalities, estates,
and properties of the religious denomination, society, or church, theretofore administered or managed by him as
such bishop, chief priest, or presiding elder shall be held in trust by him as a corporation sole, for the use, purpose,
behoof, and sole benefit of his religious denomination, society, or church, including hospitals, schools, colleges,
orphan asylums, parsonages, and cemeteries thereof."

We are of the opinion that the contention of the appellant in which it claims that the decree should be modified by
striking out that portion which provides that the registration shall bein trust for the use, purpose, behoof, and sole
benefit of the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church in these Islands must be sustained. There is a large difference
between registering title in the name of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Nueva Segovia in trust for the Roman
Catholic Apostolic Church and in registering title in the name of the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church. In the
one case the title would be in the Roman Catholic Bishop of Nueva Segovia, while in the other it would be in the
Roman Catholic Church. In the one case the Church has only the beneficial use, in the other it has absolute
ownership. In the one case the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church is a cestui que trust, in the other the owner. The
form of the decree as made by the Court of Land Registration would result, if strictly construed, in defeating the
purposes of the law which it sought to follow instead of carrying out its provisions. The proper way to proceed is
to decree the registration of title in the name of the petitioner as in any other case. After the decree is entered, the
Corporation Law, section 157, operates and declares that the title to the property is in the Roman Catholic
Apostolic Church, where, in al these cases, it is found to be, and the Bishop of Nueva Segovia is administering it
as the representative of that Church. Moreover, it has been the practice in the courts of the Islands to bring actions
and proceedings in favor of the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church in the name of the archbishop or the bishop of
the locality, it having been held by this court repeatedly, and it being generally understood, that any judgment
rendered in such an action or proceeding isin favor of or against the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church and not in
favor of or against the archbishop or the bishop individually or as a separate and independent corporation.

The decree of registration is hereby modified by striking out the phrase "in trust for the use, purpose, behoof, and
sole benefit of the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church in these Islands,” and, as so modified, is affirmed. No costs
in this instance.

Arellano, C. J,, Torres, Carson, and Trent, JJ., concur.
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