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TRENT, J.:

This is an appeal from the judgment of the Court of First Instance of the Province of Nueva Ecija, absolving the
defendant with costs.

The facts are these: Crispulo Sideco, on September 20, 1907, instituted an action of replevin to recover certain
animals that were then in the possession of Francisco Pascua. On the same day Sideco filed a bond (Sideco did
not sign this bond) with two sureties and received possession of the animals. Pascua, in his answer, claimed to be
the owner of the animals and asked that the court so declare, and direct their return with costs of the cause in his
favor. He made no claim for damages for the wrongful detention of the property. Upon trial the court found the
animals to be the property of Sideco and rendered judgment accordingly. Pascua appealed and this court reversed
the judgment, directing that the carabaos be returned to Pascua, the true owner. Subsequently thereto, on May 6,
1910, Pascua commenced the present action against Sideco alone for damages for the wrongful taking and
retention of the animals. The lower court held that a separate action could not be maintained under the law, and
directed the dismissal of the cause with costs. The plaintiff appealed.

Section 272 of the Code of Civil Procedure, as amended by section 17 of Act No. 1627, reads:

"After a trial of the issues the court shall find in whom is the right of possession and the value of the property,
and shall render judgment in the alternative for the delivery thereof to the party entitled to the same or for the
value, in case delivery cannot be made, and also for such damages as either party may prove, and for costs."

As appears from the above section, when a trial is had, it is intended that all matters growing out of the
controversy are to be finally determined in one and the same suit. The object is to prevent a multiplicity of actions
and to prevent the possibility of one part of the cause being tried before one judge and the other part before a
different judge, which would unnecessarily harass the parties and produce needless litigation and accumulate
costs. The damages are incident to the action and spring immediately out of it, and ought and must be determined
in the replevin suit. Such damages cannot, under the law, be made the basis of an independent action. But it is
insisted that as the former suit was appealed to this Supreme Court, it would have been impossible for the trial
court to have assessed the damages for the time the case was pending on appeal until the rendition of final
judgment. Admitting this to be true, it does not follow that a separate action can be maintained. Had the plaintiff
as defendant in the former suit claimed such damages, proof of the amount of the same up to the time of the
rendition of the judgment in the lower court should have been presented, and if this evidence could not have
formed the basis for fixing the amount of the damages subsequent thereto, the defendant in that action;
immediately after the return of the animals in accordance with the judgment of the Supreme Court could have
applied to the Court of First Instance to fix these damages as an incident to that suit. By so doing he would have
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been within the provisions of the above-quoted section and would thereby have complied with the principle
therein set forth, the object of which is to avoid a multiplicity of suits.

For the foregoing reasons, the judgment appealed from is affirmed, with costs against the appellant.

Arellano, C. J., Torres, Carson, and Moreland, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 7685. January 02, 1913

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 7685. January 02, 1913

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


