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AQUINO, J.:

This case is about the correctness of the sentence rendered by Judge German G. Lee, Jr., who imposed on Roman
Amil, 57, a straight penalty of six years and one day of prision mayor for homicide. He applied the rule in People
vs. Nang Kay, 88 Phil. 515, involving a con­viction for illegal possession of firearms which is punished by
imprisonment for not less than five years and not more than ten years.

Nang Kay was sentenced to five years and one day since an indeterminate sentence would be unfavor­able to
him. It would lengthen his prison sentence.

But the instant case is not a prosecution under a special law. It is a homicide case. The applica­tion of the
Indeterminate Sentence Law is mandatory if the imprisonment would exceed one year. It would be favorable to
the accused (People vs. Alvarez, 101 Phil. 516). Fiscal Servilliano Elvinia, Jr. objected to the straight penalty.

Judge Lee found that the homicide was attended by the two generic mitigating circumstances provocation and
voluntary surrender to the authorities. There was no aggravating circumstance. Hence, the penalty of reclusion
temporal must be lowered by one degree or to prision mayor. The maximum of the indeterminate sen­tence
should be taken from prision mayor minimum.

By applying the Indeterminate Sentence Law, the penalty has to be reduced by one degree or to prision
correccional from which the minimum sentence has to be taken.

The certiorari resorted to by Fiscal Elvinia is proper because his purpose is to correct a manifest error of the trial
court amounting to excess of juris­diction and to favor the accused. The proceeding did not place the accused in
double jeopardy.

WHEREFORE, the petition is granted. The judgment of the trial court is modified. The accused is hereby
sentenced to imprisonment of three (3) years of prision correccional medium as minimum to seven (7) years of
prision mayor as maximum. No costs.

SO ORDERED.

Makasiar (Chairman), Escolin, Gutierrez, Jr., and Cuevas, JJ., concur.

Abad Santos, J., see dissenting opinion.

Concepcion, Jr., and Guerrero, JJ., on leave.
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DISSENTING OPINION

ABAD SANTOS, J.:

The respondent judge should have applied the Indeterminate Sentence Law.

The penalty for homicide is reclusion temporal. Present two mitigating circumstances with no aggravating
circumstance, the penalty is reduced to prision mayor in its full extent. The maximum of the indeterminate
sentence should be taken from prision mayor in its full extent, that is, anywhere from 6 years and 1 day to 12
years in the same manner that the minimum of the indeterminate sentence should be taken from prision
correccional in its full extent.

It is not for this Court to impose a sentence on the accused, Roman Amil. What this Court should do is to direct
the respondent judge to impose an indeterminate sentence on Amil within the allowable range. It should be noted
that in the imposition of an indeterminate penalty a certain degree of discretion is reposed on the judge and he
should not be deprived of this power.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 66859. September 12, 1984

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 66859. September 12, 1984

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


