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TRENT, J.:

The facts in this case, are these: On the morning of the 26th of May, 1910, the steamer Ton-Yek anchored in the
Bay of Calbayog, Samar. A Chinaman named Lee See (alias Tuya), one of the passengers, disembarked and went
to the house of the appellant, Chan Guy Juan (alias Aua) in the town of Calbayog, where the two had a somewhat
lengthy conversation. Lee See returned to the boat and the appellant employed one Isidro Cabinico to go
alongside of the steamer with his baroto and receive from the said Lee See a certain sack containing, as the
appellant said sugar. On arriving at the steamer, Lee See, who was on deck, tied a rope around the sack and
lowered it into Cabinico's barato. The latter, while on his way to the house of the appellant with the sack and its
contents, was arrested and the contents of the sack examined, and found to consist of a small amount of sugar and
twenty-eight cans of opium. This opium was confiscated by the local authorities and separate criminal charges
instituted against the two Chinamen and Cabinico. Upon investigation by the provincial fiscal, the case against
Cabinico was dismissed, while those against the two Chinamen were proceeded with, resulting, in the conviction
of both. Both appealed, and the sentence imposed upon Lee See has heretofore been affirmed by this court.

It clearly appears from the record that Cabinico did not know the contents of the sack which he received from Lee
See and which he was on his way to deliver to the appellant. It is insisted that it can not be said, under these facts,
that the appellant had possession or control of the twenty-eight cans of opium. It is true that the appellant never
had actual physical possession of the opium, but it must be remembered that while he employed Cabinico to go to
the steamer and receive, as he said, a certain amount of sugar from his countryman Lee See and bring the same to
him, he knew that the sack which Cabinico would receive contained very little sugar and a large quantity of
opium.

The expression "having possession of" in section 31 of Act No. 1761 is somewhat ambiguous. It is clear that the
law never intended to hold a person guilty of the possession of the prescribed drug when in fact he merely had the
custody of the same without knowledge of its nature, and this court so held in disposing of the case against
Cabinico. But it is equally clear that the law never intended the possession of the drug should be limited to mere
manual touch or personal custody. Upon such a holding, a guilty principal could often escape by taking the
precaution to never have the drug in his actual possession, and thus defeat the intent of the law. The words
"having possession of" must therefore be extended to include constructive possession ; that is, the relation
between the owner of the drug and the drug itself when the owner is not in actual physical. possession, but when it
is still under his control and management and subject to his disposition. It is immaterial whether Lee See or Chan
Guy Juan was the real owner of the opium found in the sack of sugar. The evidence shows both were guilty
principals in the effort to land the opium from the steamer.
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Cabinico was the innocent agent of the defendant in this case, and the responsibility for carrying the opium ashore
therefore reverts to this defendant. (Art. 13, No. 2, Penal Code; 12 Cyc, 185, and cases cited; Bishop's New
Criminal Law, vol. 1, sec. 651.)

The judgment of the. lower court is therefore affirmed, with the costs of this instance against the appellant.

Arellano, C. J., Mapa, Johnson, and Carson, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 6612. August 31, 1912

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 6612. August 31, 1912

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


