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MORELAND, J.:

The defendant was convicted, in the Court of First Instance of the Province of Leyte, of the crime of robbery. He
was the muchacho of Lieutenant Prueyn, of the United States Army. The house where the robbery occurred was
occupied by Lieutenant Prueyn and Captain Taylor, with their muchachos, who were the defendant and another.
Lieutenant Prueyn on the 4th day of December, 1908, had in his possession certain funds of his company, which,
together with money and jewelry of his own, was on said date kept in a strong box in the house aforesaid. On the
night of said December 4th, at about 12 o'clock, said strong box was found broken open and the money and
jewelry gone. It was conclusively proved on the trial that the box had been opened by means of a hatchet which
was kept in the house. The marks upon said box corresponded with the size of the hatchet's edge and the hatchet
upon being examined was found stained with the red paint with which a portion of said strong box was covered at
the time it was forcibly opened.

The defendant was convicted upon circumstantial evidence. No one saw the crime committed and none of the
property has been discovered. The following facts and circumstances were used by the court below to convict the
defendant:

Lieutenant Prueyn left the house on the afternoon of the 4th of December at 5 o'clock and did not return until
about 12 o'clock of the same night. When he left the house the strong box was securely locked and he carried with
him the only key thereto. Only four persons lived in the house - Lieutenant Prueyn, Captain Taylor, the defendant
muchacho of Lieutenant Prueyn, and Agaton, muchacho of Captain Taylor. These two muchachos did not
ordinarily remain in the house at night, but at the end of each day, after serving at supper at the residence of the
colonel of the regiment, went to their respective homes to pass the night. Before leaving the house on the day in
question Lieutenant Prueyn had sent the accused to the village after a horse.

On the morning after the robbery the accused did not return to the house at the usual time, but remained away
until 9 o'clock. On arriving at the house he appeared to Lieutenant Prueyn to be very nervous and on entering his
room told him that the box had been broken open and that he was very much afraid. Upon being questioned by the
lieutenant as to when he returned from the village where he had been sent for the horse, he stated first that he had
returned at 7.30 o'clock, then at 7 o'clock, and then at 6 o'clock, and then at 6.30 o'clock. Ordinarily the accused
did not appear nervous nor did he prior to the robbery appear to be of a nervous temperament.

The accused knew that the box contained money and jewelry, as he had many times seen Lieutenant Prueyn open
it and take out considerable sums of money and had seen him close it up, leaving large sums of money and
valuable jewelry therein. The hatchet with which the box was forced was the one usually kept in the house for the
ordinary uses of the occupants, particularly the servants, and was always kept in a particular place in the house. So
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far as appears from the evidence, nobody knew where the hatchet was kept in the house except the two occupants
and their muchachos, one of whom was the accused. After the robbery the hatchet was found in its ordinary place
in the room where it was usually kept. Immediately after the discovery of the robbery Captain Taylor and
Lieutenant Prueyn, observing that the box had been opened with an instrument resembling a hatchet, got the
hatchet and discovered that it had upon its blade and nose marks of the red paint with which the strong box was
covered. They observed also that the marks and indentures made upon the box were closely fitted by the various
portions of the hatchet. Prior to the commission of the robbery no such paint marks had been observed upon the
hatchet.

It was the custom of Captain Taylor and Lieutenant Prueyn to leave the house at about 6 o'clock to go to the
colonel's apartments for their supper. Sometimes Agaton closed the house; sometimes the accused. Ordinarily
after having served supper the servants, including the accused, did not return to the house but went directly to
their own homes. The proofs show that the servants never returned to the house without orders. Upon the night of
the robbery there was no order to the servants to return to the house.

The accused knew that Lieutenant Prueyn was going for a walk on this particular night, and he also knew that
when he did go for a walk he was usually away about three hours. When not taking his walk the lieutenant was
usually absent from the house from one and one-half to three hours. Prior to the robbery the lieutenant had missed
from his pocket a P20 bill. This was the only time any of his property had disappeared. The accused usually
borrowed money of the lieutenant during the month in anticipation of his salary.

Captain Taylor left the house on the afternoon of the robbery at about 6 o'clock to get his supper at the colonel's.
Ordinarily Agaton, who served at the colonel's table, left the lieutenant's house at about 6 o'clock or a little before,
while the accused remained at the house until a little later, when he too went to assist with the supper at the
colonel's house. On the night of the robbery Captain Taylor arrived at the colonel's house at about 6.30 o'clock
and found there Agaton, whom he saw there until a little after 7. When he left the lieutenant's house at about 6
o'clock Agaton had already gone, but there still remained in the house another person, who, while not seen by the
captain, was taken by him to be the defendant. The captain returned from his supper to the lieutenant's house at
about 7 o'clock. On arriving there he found the accused. It was not usual or customary for the accused to be there
at that time of night. The captain seated himself at a table to read. While so seated the accused two or three times
entered the room in which the hatchet was kept and passed several times through the room in which the captain
was seated, going from one thing to another in the room and appearing to be very nervous. The conduct of the
accused being very unusual, the captain ceased reading and observed him, whereupon the accused, noticing that
he was observed, stopped and asked him when Lieutenant Prueyn would return. The captain replied that he did
not know. The captain remained at the house until twenty minutes past 9, when he went to the house next to the
one occupied by him, located about 30 or 35 yards therefrom, returning before 10. While at that house he would
have been able to hear very easily the sounds which would necessarily have been made in forcing open the strong
box in the manner in which it was found to have been opened. He heard no such sounds while there. He returned
to the lieutenant's house before 10. At 11 o'clock he went to bed. While in the room he was about 24 feet from the
strong box. He was thus in a position from 7 o'clock until the discovery of the robbery where he would
undoubtedly have heard the noise which would necessarily have been made in opening the box. He heard no such
noise. The robbery, then, must have been committed before 7 o'clock. The accused was at the house from 6 to 7.

The servant Agaton was continuously at the lieutenant's house until 6 o'clock, when he went to the colonel's house
to prepare supper. When he left the house the accused was still there. Captain Taylor was also there. Immediately
after supper at the colonel's house Agaton went to his own home to pass the night. He did not return to the
lieutenant's house that night.
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Miss Nellie H. Weeks, who was a witness on the trial, testified that from about 6.20 to 7 o'clock she was on the
balcony of her house, which was located about 100 yards from the house of Lieutenant Prueyn. While seated there
she heard sounds of blows coming from the house where the robbery occurred. The sounds lasted five or six
minutes. They were frequent and successive. It sounded to her as if someone was trying to knock something to
pieces.

From the proofs it thus appears that:

- The accused was one of four who knew that the strong box contained a large sum of money and some jewelry.

- The strong box was broken open with the hatchet belonging to the house.

- The accused was one of four who knew that there was a hatchet in the house and the place where it was located.

- None of the other three committed the crime.

- The robbery must have been committed between 6 and 7.

- The accused was in the house alone from 6 till 7.

- Between 6 and 7 sounds such as would naturally result from forcing the strong box in the manner in which it
was found to have been forced were heard to proceed from the place where the robbery occurred.

- The accused did not return to his duties at the usual time on the morning following the robbery.

- The conduct and appearance of the accused at 7 o'clock, when observed by Captain Taylor, and the next
morning, when questioned by Lieutenant Prueyn, were unusual and significant.

Upon the whole case we can not say that the court below was wrong in his conclusion as to the defendant's guilt.
We accordingly affirm the judgment appealed from, with costs against the appellant. So ordered.

Torres, Johnson, and Carson, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 5255. March 15, 1910

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 5255. March 15, 1910

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org


