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ELLIOTT, J.

On the complaint of Venancia Peralta the defendant, Daniel Lopez, was charged with the crime of estupro, found
guilty, and sentenced to one month and one day of arresto mayor, to indemnify Venancia Peralta in the sum of
P500, and to recognize the offspring of his relations with the said Venancia Peralta, and to support the child by
paying P10 per month to her mother until the child's mgjority, and to pay the costs of this prosecution.

It appears from the evidence that for a number of years prior to 1904, Venancia Peralta lived in the house of her
grandfather, Benedicto Lopez, where also lived the defendant Daniel Lopez, the adopted son of Benedicto Lopez.
In the spring of that year she went to live with her mother, where she was frequently visited by the defendant.
Some time in the early part of 1904 the defendant promised to marry the girl, and thereafter had sexual intercourse
with her, as the result of which she became pregnant and gave birth to a female child. After the pregnancy of the
girl, and after the birth of the child, the defendant in the presence of witnesses promised to marry the girl after he
had completed his studies.

The defendant denied that he had ever had sexual intercourse with the girl, or ever promised to marry her, and
offered evidence tending to show that she had maintained improper relations with other men. The evidence is
amply sufficient to sustain the findings of the trial court that the defendant is the father of the child, and that the
seduction of the girl was effected under a promise of marriage. The only serious question presented is whether the
circumstances are such as to justify a finding that the seduction was effected with fraud or deceit. When we
consider the relation in which these parties had been living in the house of Benedicto Lopez, to whom the girl was
related, and who was the adopted father of the defendant, the evident serious nature of the promise to marry, as
shown by the testimony of the girl, and the subsequent conduct of the defendant, it is apparent that under the
authorities the court properly found that the deceit which is an essential element of the crime of estupro was
present. (Ballester vs. Legaspi, 5 Phil. Rep., 722.)

As there were neither aggravating nor extenuating circumstances present, the penalty required is arresto mayor in
the medium decree, for which the imprisonment may not be less than two months and one day. The sentence is
therefore modified, and the defendant found guilty of estupro as charged, and sentenced to two months and one
day of arresto mayor, to indemnify Venancia Peralta in the sum of P500, to recognize the little girl born to
Venancia Peralta in February, 1905, as his child, and to support the said child by paying P10 per month to her
mother until the child's majority, and to pay the costs of this prosecution. As so modified, the sentence and
judgment is affirmed.

So ordered.
Arellano, C.J., Torres, Mapa, Johnson, and Carson, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 5217. December 13, 1909

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



