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CARSON, J.:

Lupo Cortes, Mateo Cayanan, and Alfonsa de la Cruz were convicted by the trial court of the crime of robo con
homicidio (robbery accompanied by the unlawful taking of human life), the two former as principals and the latter
as encubridora (accessory after the fact). All the defendants appealed, but Lupo Cortes having withdrawn his
appeal with the consent of this court on October 24,1908, the judgment and sentence thereupon became final as to
him.

On the 8th of October, 1906, within the municipality of Santa Rita, in the Province of Pampanga, Lupo Cortes and
Mateo Cayanan, in company with a certain Estanislao Valencia, lay in wait at a deserted spot on the road which
leads from the barrio of San Basilio to the center of the municipality of Santa Rita, and there and then attacked,
robbed, and killed two peddlers, named Alejandro Marasigan and Donato Cadavida, who were traveling on the
road on their way to Santa Rita carrying their wares with them.

An eyewitness testified to the killing, he having seen the party strike the deceased to the ground with their bolos;
and the bodies of the deceased were found on the 13th of October, 1906, in a state of putrefaction near the place
where the crime was committed.

Part of the stolen merchandise, consisting of a number of rolls of cloth, were found concealed in a talahal where it
was proven it had been hidden by Alfonsa de la Cruz, who with knowledge of the commission of the crime, took
possession of the stolen property and undertook to sell it, and warned another woman, whom she employed to
assist her, to give no information to the authorities which might lead to the detection of the authors of the crime or
the discovery of the criminal origin of the property in her hands.

The trial court, giving the accused the benefit of the provisions of article 11 of the Penal Code, compensated the
aggravating circumstance that the crime was committed in a deserted place with the extenuating circumstance of
race, and imposed upon Lupo Cortes and Mateo Cayanan the penalty of cadena perpetua (life imprisonment) and
upon Alfonsa de la Cruz eight years and one day of prision mayor.

We find no error in the proceedings prejudicial to the rights of the accused, but this court has frequently held that
the circumstance of race should not be taken into consideration to reduce the penalty incurred by persons
convicted of the crime of robbery, and we are of opinion that the trial court erred in so appreciating this
circumstance in the case. (U. S. vs. Villanueva, 9 Phil. Rep., 94; U. S. vs. Pascual, 9 Phil. Rep., 491.)

The commission of the crime not having been marked by any extenuating circumstance and it appearing that it
was committed in a "deserted place" (case 15, art. 11, Penal Code [1]), the penalty prescribed for the crime should
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have been imposed in its maximum degree.

The sentence imposed by the trial court should be and is hereby reversed in so far as it imposed upon the
appellant, Mateo Cayanan, the penalty of cadena perpetua, and upon the appellant, Alfonsa de la Cruz, the penalty
of eight years and one day of prision mayor, and instead of those penalties, we should and do hereby impose upon
Mateo Cayanan the penalty of death, and upon Alfonsa de la Cruz the penalty of ten years and one day of prision
mayor. The sentence of the trial court, modified by the substitution of these penalties instead of those
above-mentioned, is affirmed, with a proportionate share of the costs of this instance against each of the
appellants. So ordered.

Arellano, C. J., Torres, Mapa, Johnson, Willard, and Tracey, JJ., concur.

[1] Article 10.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 4814. December 21, 1908

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 4814. December 21, 1908

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


