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PARAS, J.:

This iy an appeal from order of the Court of First Instance of Pangasinan sustaining the motion to quash an
information charging the defendants-appellees with the offense of assault upon a person in authority, it being
alleged by the Solicitor-General that the lower court erred in holding that the president of a sanitary division is not
a person in authority or, at least, an agent of a person in authority within the purview of article 148 of the Revised
Penal Code.

The charge is that on or about the 12th day of July, 1940, the defendants-appellees feloniously assaulted and
attacked Dr. Jose R. Sison, president of the 6th sanitary division, while he was engaged in the performance of his
official duties, and caused upon him several physical injuries. We are of the opinion that such official is a person
in authority or, at least, an agent of such person. Under the law he is, in addition to other duties towards the
protection and preservation of public health and sanitation, expressly vested with the power to enforce all sanitary
laws and regulations applicable in his division and to cause all violations of the same to be duly prosecuted.
Though subject to the direction of the district health officer, the discharge of such legal duty is directly imposed
by law upon him. Even if it be supposed, however, that the enforcement of all sanitary laws and regulations falls
within the jurisdiction of the district health officer, the president of a sanitary division, in actually performing
such duty in representation of the former, logically becomes his agent. Our conclusion finds a precedent in the
case of People vs. Marquez, G. R. No. 41527, wherein it was held that a sanitary inspector is an agent of a person
in authority.

The appealed order is therefore reversed and set aside, and the case remanded to the court of origin for further
proceedings, without costs.

Yulo, C. J., Moran and Bocobo, JJ., concur.

KASANG-AYON[1]

IMPERIAL, M.,

Kasang-ayon ako ng nakararami ng Hukuman sa pagpapawalangbisa sa orden na ngayo'y pinaghahabol, at sa
paguutos na ibalik ang usaping ito sa Hukumang Unang Dulugan upang doon ito ipagpatuloy.

Ang talatang ika 1006 ng Kodigo Administratibo Rebisado ay naguutos na ang kapangyarihan at mga
katungkulan ng Paiigulo ng isang Dibisyon ng Sanidad ay isasakatuparan sa ilalim ng pamamahala ng Puno ng
Sanidad sa Distrito. Ang Punong ito ang siyang nag-iinspeksyon at nagpapaganap, sa biglang turing, ng lahat ng
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gawain ng sanidad sa loob ng kaniyang distrito, sang-ayon sa isinasaad ng talatang ika 980 ng nasabing Kodigo.
Walang alin-lañgan na ang mga talatang ito ay pinagtibay sa tañging hañgad na magkaroon ng metodo at
koordinasyon, at di dapat bigyang kahulugang ang Puno ng Sanidad sa Distrito ay makapagaalis ng
kapangyarihan at mga tungkulin ng isang Pañgulo ng Dibisyon, kapangyarihan at tungkuling tiyak na iniatang ng
batas sa nasabing Pangulo. Hindi rin masususugan o mababago ng nabanggit na Puno ang kapangyarihan at mga
tungkuling yaon, gaya ng inspeksyong pangkalahatan ng kalinisan o kalagayang sanitario ng kaniyang Dibisyon,
lakip dito ang mga tahanan at loobang ari ng bayan at ari ng mga mama may an; gaya ng nag-papatupad ng mga
batas at kautusan ng sanidad na may kinalaman sa kaniyang Dibisyon; gaya ng pag-uusig ng mga paglabag sa
nasabing mga batas at kautusan ng sanidad; gaya ng pagpapaalis ng lahat ng makapipinsala sa kalusugan at
kalinisan ng bayan at lahat ng sanhi ng isang tiyak na sakit o ikinamamatay ng mga mamamay an; gaya ng
pagpapatupad ng mga kautusan pangloob ukol sa kuwarentenas sa mga munisipiong nasasakop ng kaniyang
Dibisyon; at gaya ng pag-dalaw sa alin mang bah ay o lugar na kinalalagyan ng isang maysakit o namatay sa sakit
na naka-hahawa at mapañganib, at gayon din ng pagpapatupad ng mga kautusang kailañgan sa ikapipigil ng
paglaganap ng nasabing sakit. Upang maisaganap ang nasabing mga katungkulan, ang Pariguio ng isang Dibisyon
ng Sanidad ay tumutupad aa ilang tungkuling sarili ng Gobierno ng Kapuluang ito at gumagamit ng kaniyang
sariling jurisdiction, samakatuwid baga ay ng kaniyang sariling kapangyarihan o auto-ridad upang mamahala at
magpatupad ng mga nasabing batas na siya ang may tungkuling magpaganap. (Pueblo contra Mendoza, 59 Jur.
Fil., 175, na doo'y binabanggit and E. U. contra Smith, 39 Jur. Fil., 546.)

Ang pangyayaring nobng ika 10 ng Hulio ng 1940, sa laboratorio ng mga naaasakdal ay nagsadya si Dr. Jose R.
Sison, Pañgulo ng Dibisyong Ikalima ng Sanidad sa Pangasinan, na taglay niya ang isang sulat ng Kapulungan ng
mga Sumusulit sa Parmasya na bigay sa kaniya ng Pvno ng Distrito ng Sanidad, ay isang pagkakataon lamang na
walang bigat o kinalaman sa usaping ito. Sa pagganap ng nabanggit na Pangulo ng kanyang sariling
kapangyarihan at katungkulan, maari niyeng gawin sa laborato-riong yaon ang talagang hañgad niya sa
pagsasadya doon, sa taglay man niya o sa hindi man ang sulat ng Kapulungan ng mga Sumusulit sa Parmasya.

Kung ang mga tinatawag na Ahente ng Autoridad ay yaong mga taong may tungkuling ipagsanggalang, sa utos ng
batas o sa atas ng kinauukulang maykapangarihan, ang kapayapaan ng bayan at ipagtanggol ang katiwasayan ng
buhay at mga pagaari ng mamamayan (Pueblo contra Mendoza, 59 Jur. Fil., 175, na doo'y binabanggit ang E. U.
contra Fortaleza, 12 Jur. Fil., 486), kung gayon, sa aking palagay, ang nasabing Pangulo ng Dibisyon ay isang
Autoridad, at hindi matatawag na Ahente ng Autoridad.

[1] Justice Imperial, Court of Appeals, took part in this case in place of Justice Osaeta.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 47956. August 05, 1942

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 47956. August 05, 1942

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


