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IMPERIAL, J.:

On October 14, 1908, the accused-appellant Toribio C. Costes was convicted of the crime of homicide in criminal
case No. 1971 of the Court of First Instance of Pangasinan and was sentenced to twelve years and one day of
reclusion temporal with the accessory penalties prescribed by law, to indemnify the heirs of the deceased in the
sum of P500, and to pay the proportionate part of the costs. The appellant served his sentence and left Bilibid in
the year 1918. In the general elections held in the years 1919, 1922, 1925, 1928, 1931, 1934, and 1935, the
appellant registered as a qualified voter and voted. He likewise voted in the special elections of 1929 and in the
plebiscite held to approve the Constitution. On October 30, 1937, the appellant applied for registration as voter in
precinct No. 6 of the municipality of San Manuel, Province of Pangasinan, and to that effect he was given form
No. 2, called "Voter's Affidavit", for the purpose of filling the blanks thereof. The appellant did so and later swore
to the truth of the contents of said document before Basilio Valdez, one of the election inspectors of the precinct
in question. Consequently, he was registered in the census as a duly qualified elector in said precinct. However, he
did not vote in the general elections held on the 14th of December of said year. In the affidavit sworn to by him,
Exhibit B, the appellant answered "No" to the question appearing therein which reads: "Have you ever been
sentenced by final judgment for not less than eighteen months imprisonment, if so, have you been granted plenary
pardon? For having so answered, the appellant was prosecuted for violation of section 2645 of the Revised
Administrative Code, having sworn falsely to said affidavit, inasmuch as he answered said question in the
negative, knowing that he had been sentenced to twelve years and one day of reclusion temporal for the crime of
homicide. The appellant pleaded not guilty in court, but said court found him guilty of said offense and sentenced
him to an indeterminate penalty of from one month to three months imprisonment, to pay a fine of P100, with the
corresponding subsidiary imprisonment in case of insolvency, plus the costs. He was likewise deprived of his
right of suffrage and was disqualified from holding public office for a period of two years. From this judgment of
conviction, this appeal was taken.

The appellant assigns in the judgment of the court four errors of law which shall not be discussed nor decided
separately in this decision, in view of the fact that the Solicitor-General, in the brief presented by him,
recommends that the appealed judgment be reversed and that the appellant be acquitted, with the costs de oficio.

The recommendation of the Solicitor-General is based on the fact that the question answered by the appellant is
ambiguous, suggestive and misleading, and that the answer given is not incorrect or false if it were to refer to the
second part of the question. It is submitted that as the appellant did not qualify his answer and, on the other hand,
it has not been proven that the same had been given in answer to the first part of the question, there is reasonable
doubt as to the guilt of the appellant and he is entitled to the benefit thereof. We agree to the opinion of the
Solicitor-General. The answer of the appellant, in relation to the first part of the question, is false, but it is correct

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 3

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



if it relates to the last part thereof. As there is no evidence that the appellant had answered the first part of the
question, there arises the reasonable doubt which must be decided in his favor, in accordance with the provisions
of section 57 of General Orders, No. 58.

The appealed judgment is reversed and the accused is acquitted, with the costs of both instances de oficio. So
ordered.

Avanceña, C. J., Villa-Real, Diaz, Laurel, and Moran, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 46302. September 22, 1939

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 46302. September 22, 1939

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


