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CARSON, J.:

Appellants in this case were charged with the crime of denuncia falsa (false accusation or denunciation), as
defined and penalized in article 326 of the Penal Code, and found guilty as charged.

The following order directing the provincial fiscal to file an information charging appellants in this case with the
crime of perjury was issued in the course of criminal proceedings in the case of the United States vs. Ciriaco
Dimayuga et al., in the Court of First Instance Of the Province of Batangas, in which proceedings defendants were
acquitted of the crime of theft with which they were charged:

"It being apparent to this court that Inocencio Lat and Miguel Zapatero, witnesses for the prosecution in the
above-entitled case, have probably committed the crime of perjury, for the purpose of securing the conviction,
for the crime of theft, of the defendants herein,

"It is, therefore, ordered that the sheriff of this court arrest and detain the said Inocencio Lat and Miguel
Zapatero, pending the presentation by the fiscal of an information charging them with the crime of perjury.

"Upon the filing of the information by the fiscal, which shall be done forthwith, there shall be set in the court
calendar a date for the preliminary trial and hearing of the case.

"Inocencio Lat and Miguel Zapatero will be served with a copy of this information at once, and the clerk of
this court is hereby ordered tp obtain from said Lat and Zapatero the names of the witnesses whom they wish
to produce before the court, in order that said witnesses may be summoned to appear, together with the
Government witnesses, in one of the January sessions of this court.

"It is hereby ordered-that the sheriff of this court require from Inocencio Lat and Miguel Zapatero, the filing of
a bond for P500, with sufficient sureties, conditioned on their appearance in one of the next January sessions of
this court, and in lieu thereof to detain them in the provincial jail, to answer the charge which the fiscal is
hereby ordered to present against them.

"So ordered, December 20, 1907.

"J. S. POWELL,
"Judge Seventh Judicial District."

It appears that the provincial fiscal instead of complying with that order filed an information charging the
defendants in this case with the crime of denuncia falsa. There is nothing in the record which discloses that
authority so to do was given to the fiscal by a final sentence or order of the court which took cognizance of the
original proceedings for theft out of which this proceeding for denunoia falsa arose.
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Article 326 of the Penal Code; which defines and penalizes the crime of denuncia falsa (false accusation or
denunciation) expressly provides "that the denouncer or accuser, however, shall not be proceeded against unless
by virtue of a final sentence, or order, equally final, of the court which took cognizance of the crime imputed and
which dismissed the complaint." No such order having been issued in this case, the trial court was without
jurisdiction of the crime with which the appellants were charged. The information should, therefore, be dismissed,
with the costs in both instances de oficio, but without prejudice to the filing of a new complaint for the crime of
perjury, in accordance with the above-cited order. So ordered.

Arellano, C. J., Torres, Mapa, Willard, and Tracey, JJ.,

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 4613. September 10, 1908

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 4613. September 10, 1908

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


