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WILLARD, J.:

This action was commenced originally in the Court of First Instance of the city of Manila. The only relief sought
by the plaintiff was a judgment for P141.24, with interest and costs. Judgment was rendered for that sum, with
interest at the rate of six per cent per annum from the 30th day of April, 1907, and for the costs. From that
judgment the defendants have appealed.

No question was raised in the Court of First Instance as to the jurisdiction of that court to try the action, nor was
any such question raised in the briefs of the parties in this court. The want of jurisdiction being, however, apparent
upon the face of the record, this court heard arguments upon that question.

After hearing such arguments, we are satisfied that the Court of First Instance was without jurisdiction of the case
and that it must be dismissed for that reason. Section 50 of Act No. 136, in defining" the original jurisdiction of
the Courts of First Instance says that they shall have jurisdiction "(3) in all cases in which the demand, exclusive
of interest, or the value of the property in controversy, amounts to one hundred dollars or more." The word
"dollars" here means money of the United States and by the terms of this section the Court of First Instance has no
jurisdiction of a case involving less than P200.

Section 5 of Act No. 536, to which attention is called by counsel for defendants, does not change the provisions of
Act No. 136. That section simply relates to the venue of actions brought against surety companies. The court
below not having any jurisdiction of this action by reason of its subject-matter, we are bound to take notice of that
want of jurisdiction. The judgment of that court is accordingly reversed and the case remanded with directions to
dismiss the action for want of jurisdiction, without costs. No costs will be allowed to either party in this court. So
ordered.

Arellano, C. J., Torres, Mapa, Carson, and Tracey, JJ.,
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