DECISIONS / SIGNED RESOLUTIONS - MAY 31, 1938

MANUEL B. CALUPITAN, PLAINTIFF AND APPELLANT, VS. CONSUELO
B. AGLAHI ET AL., DEFENDANTS. CONSUELO B. AGLAHI, APPELLEE.

G.R. No. 44198. May 31, 1938
Ponente: VILLA-REAL, J.

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/g-r-no-44198/

VILLA-REAL, J.:

The plaintiff, Manuel B. Calupitan, appeals to this court from the order of the Court of First Instance of Laguna
granting the motion of the defendant and appellee, Consuelo Bernardino de Aglahi, for the dismissal of the case
for illegal detainer brought to said court on appeal from the judgment of the justice of the peace court of Santa
Cruz, of the same province. In said judgment the latter court decided the question of ownership of an urban
property from which the aforementioned plaintiff seeks to gect the defendant spouses, Monico Aglahi and
Consuelo Bernardino. The order of dismissal is based on the ground that the justice of the peace court lacks
jurisdiction to determine the title to said property.

In the present appeal, the only question to be decided is whether or not the court a quo erred in dismissing the case
on the ground that the justice of the peace court of Santa Cruz, Laguna, acted in excess of its jurisdiction in
determining the title to the property, subject of theillegal detainer proceedings.

In deciding the case in favor of the plaintiff, the justice of the peace court made the following observations:

"The plaintiff having acquired in good faith the possession of the property in question and recorded it in the
registry, the court believes that under these circumstances, the sworn declaration made by the defendant
Monico Aglahi in Exhibit J favorable to his wife, his codefendant, to the effect that the latter is the exclusive
owner of the property in question, cannot prevail over the document Exhibit B which proves that said property
is conjugal property of the defendants, said property being conjugal. the defendant Monico Aglahi was within
his right when he executed the Exhibit A in favor of the plaintiff. (Art. 1413, Civil Code.) The property in
guestion being conjugal, the Exhibit 2 is null and void for it is in contravention of the provisions of article
1432 of the Civil Code.

"In view of the foregoing, the court hereby renders decision ordering the defendants to vacate the house
mentioned in the complaint and in the Exhibit C and turn it over to the plaintiff, and to pay the latter (plaintiff)
such amount as may be due from January 22, 1935, up to the time they leave the house at the rate of P10 per
month, and to pay the costs."

The pertinent portion of section 68 of Act No. 136, as last amended by Act No. 3881, says:

"Section 68. Civil jurisdiction and powers—* * * In forcible entry and detainer proceedings the justice shall
have original jurisdiction, but he may receive evidence upon the question of title therein solely for the purpose
of determining the character and extent of possession and damages for detention. * * *"

In authorizing justice of the peace to receive evidence upon the question of title in forcible entry and detainer
proceedings, it was not the intention of the Legislature to give them power to determine who is the owner of the
property in question, or the extent of his title, but solely the nature and extent of possession and damages for
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detention.

When, therefore, the justice of the peace court decided the question of whether the real estate alleged to be
detained, is the conjugal property of the defendant spouses or the paraphernal property of the wife, and declared it
to be conjugal, it made a ruling on the question of title to said real estate, in excess of its jurisdiction, wherefore,
its decision is null and void.

As the determination of the question of title to the real estate, subject of the gjection proceedings, was necessary
in the decision thereof, the justice of the peace court of Santa Cruz, Laguna, was without original jurisdiction to
hear the same. The Court of First Instance, therefore, neither had jurisdiction to decide the merits of the case on
appeal, but only to dismissit, as the court properly did.

Wherefore, the order appealed from is affirmed, with costs against the appellant. So ordered.
Abad Santos, Imperial, Diaz, Laurel, and Concepcion, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 44198. May 31, 1938

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



