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DIAZ, J,:

The question before us in this appeal of defendants Juan S. Alano and R. E. Holmes may be expressed thus: Do
the credits of said defendants have preference over those of their codefendants John R, McFie, Alfonso Marquez
and Adam O. Poole?

The lower court decided the question declaring that the credits of John R. McFie, Alfonso Marquez and Adam O.
Foole are preferred in the order mentioned; and that the claim of R. E. Holmes being guaranteed by the bond
posted by Alfonso Marquez and Adam 0. Poole should not be filed here but in a separate action.

The facts to be considered in deciding the question are those appearing in the stipulation presented by the parties
concerned in the lower court on February 13,1935, couched in the following language:

"Come now the plaintiff, Provincial Sheriff of Zamboanga, defendants Alfonso Marquez and Adam 0. Poole
by their undersigned attorney, and the other defendants R. E. Holmes and Juan S. Alano by their undersigned
attorney, and hereby submit this case to this Honorable Court for decision upon the following stipulation of
facts:

"1. That defendant Alfonso Marquez obtained judgment in civil case No. 2159 against J. J. Loewinsohn, which
judgment was the subject matter of a writ of execution issued fcy this court on October 22, 1934; that on the
same date, the plaintiff sheriff, at the instance of Alfonso Marquez, garnished the amount of P386.20 of certain
funds in the possession of Jos. S. Johnston, as a result of the decision rendered in civil case No. 2066, and
affirmed by the Supreme Court, entitled J. J. Loewinsohn, plaintiff, vs. Jos. S. Johnston, defendant.

"2. That the record of said civil case No. 2066 was received, on appeal, in the clerk's office of this court on
November 13, 1934.

"3. That on October 25, 1934, defendant Adam O. Poole obtained a preliminary attachment in civil case No.
3211 of the justice of the peace court of Zamboanga, where Adam O. Poole is plaintiff and J. J. Loewinsohn,
defendant, and by virtue of said preliminary attachment, the plaintiff sheriff, on the same day, garnished the
funds still remaining in the possession of Jos. J. Johnston, after deducting the amount of the garnishment of the
defendant Alfonso Marquez.

"4. That later, defendant Adam O. Poole obtained judgment against J. J. Loewinsohn in said civil case No.
3211 of the justice of the peace court of Zamboanga, which decision is now final as neither party appealed, and
which involves the amount of P69.85, with legal interest from October 25, 1934, plus P17.22 as costs.

"5. That on October 17, 1934, defendant John R. McFie registered his lien by right of retention of fees owed
him by J. J. Loewinsohn for P100 in the aforementioned civil case No. 2066 of the Court of First Instance,
entitled J. J. Loewinsohn vs. Jos. S. Johnston, the amount of which judgment, as already stated, was garnished
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by the plaintiff sheriff by virtue of the claims of Alfonso Marquez and Adam O. Poole.

"6. That on October 26, 1934, in accordance with section 37 of the Code of Civil Procedure, the defendant
Juan S. Alano registered in said civil case No. 2066 his right of retention for attorney's fees due him by J. J.
Loewinsohn in the amount of P250 for services rendered in said case before the Court of First Instance and the
Supreme Court, which services are still unpaid.

"7. That on November 21, 1934, defendant R. E. Holmes filed two third-party claims on the garnishments
made by the plaintiff sheriff in civil case No. 2152 of this Court of First Instance in favor of the defendant
Alfonso Marques and in civil case No. 3211 of the justice of the peace court of Zamboanga in favor of Adam
O. Poole, on the strength of a document entitled 'Acknowledgment of Indebtedness' executed by J. J.
Loewinsohn on March 22, 1933, which forms part of R. E. Holmes' answer.

"8. That in view of said two third-party claims filed by P. E. Holmes, the plaintiff sheriff required defendants
Alfonso Marquez and Adam O. Poole to give bonds in the total amount of P720 if they desired to retain the
garnishment made by the plaintiff sheriff on October 22, 1934, and on December 3, 1934, said defendants
Alfonso Marquez and Adam O. Poole filed the bonds required by the plaintiff sheriff, in accordance with Act
No. 4108.

"9. That on March 22, 1933, J. J. Loewinsohn executed a notarial document in favor of defendant R. E.
Holmes, entitled 'Acknowledgment of Indebtedness' whereby Loewinsohn, in consideration of the sum P2,300,
ceded to Holmes all his rights and interest in the decision in civil case No. 2066, and on which rights are based
the third-party claims filed by R. E. Holmes with the plaintiff sheriff on November 21, 1934, the document
forming part of defendant R. E. Holmes' answer in this case, and that said claims are still unpaid."

From the foregoing stipulation it will readily be seen that all the defendants wanted to collect their respective
credits from the sum of P656.27 now in the possession of the plaintiff sheriff, obtained from Jos S. Johnston, the
losing party in civil case No. 2066 of the Court of First Instance of Zamboanga and G. R. No. 41419 (60 Phil.,
1052) of the Supreme Court, entitled J. J. Loewinsohn vs. Jos. S. Johnston, by virtue of a writ of execution issued
at the instance of J. J. Loewinsohn, the winning party in said case. This was so because all were, although inde-
pendently of each other, creditors of the latter. It is also evident from said stipulation that the credit of P100 of
John R. McFie is for attorney's fees for having represented Loewinsohn in said case No. 2066, a credit which he
caused to be entered upon the records in compliance with the formalities of the law, on October 17, 1934, several
days before Alfonso Marquez obtained the garnishment on the amount of P386.20 out of the sum of P656.27
which the plaintiff sheriff actually has in his possession. The garnishment obtained by Alfonso Marquez took
place on October 22, 1934.

The garnishment which Adam O. Poole, in turn, obtained from the justice of the peace court of Zamboanga in
civil case No. 3211 is subsequent to that of Alfonso Marquez, since the former obtained his garnishment only on
October 25, 1934, or three days after the latter obtained his. The claim of Adam O. Poole against Loewinsohn, for
the payment of which it was necessary to obtain a garnishment in the aforementioned case, is for the sum of
P69.85 with legal interest thereon from October 25,1934, and P17.22 for costs.

There is no doubt that the credit of John R. McFie enjoys preference over all the others under section 37 of Act
No. 190. A lawyer, according to said section, has the right of retention upon all judgments and decrees for the
payment of money, and executions issued in pursuance of such judgments and decrees which he has secured in a
litigation, in favor of his client, from the time his said right has been entered upon the records, enabling him to
enforce his lien on all judgments, orders and writs of execution that may be rendered in favor of his client.

Immediately after McFie's credit comes that of Alfonso Marquez which should be paid, and next is that of Adam
O. Poole, because credits of the nature of these three should follow the order of the dates of the judgments
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wherein they are recognized. (Art. 1924, Civil Code.)

The claim of Juan S. Alano amounting to P250 for attorney's fees for his defense of Loewinsohn in case No. 2066
being subsequent to the credits of his codefendants McFie, Marquez and Poole should be paid after the claims of
his codefendants have been satisfied, inasmuch as his right of retention was not entered upon the records until
October 26, 1934, and, as already stated, section 37 of Act No. 190 provides that a lawyer's right of retention shall
take effect only from the time such lien has been recorded in the corresponding case.

With respect to the claim of R. E. Holmes, we agree with the lower court that a bond having been furnished by
Adam O. Poole and Alfonso Marquez to guarantee its payment, it should be presented in another case within the
corresponding prescriptive period.

For all the foregoing, finding as we do the appealed judgment in accordance with law, we affirm it in all its parts,
with the costs against the appellants. So ordered.

Avancena, C. J., Villa-Real, Imperial, Laurel, Concepcion and Moran, JJ., concur.
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