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CARSON, J.:

About midnight of the 24th of April, 1907, Mateo Cariño, Gabriel Valenzuela, Daniel de Guzman, Jose
Valenzuela, Isidro Valenzuela, and Narciso Centeno, the defendants, all armed with bolos, forced their way into
the house of Francisco Darapisa in the barrio of Manaoag, Pangasinan. They were accompanied by several others
who did not enter the house. On entering, these defendants ordered Darapisa to lie face down on the floor. This he
refused to do, and when they attacked him he seized his bolo and wounded one of the party in the breast, but was
forced to flee through the window, pursued by the band. His wife, who was in the room when her husband was
attacked, escaped to1 a neighbor's house near by, where she remained until the robbers, who later returned to the
house, had finally taken their departure.

When she returned she found that they had rifled her trunk and taken P7 therefrom, and the neighbors who
accompanied her found the dead body of her husband in a canebrake some 30 yards away.

On the body there were fourteen wounds, inflicted with sharp instruments, one half of which were of a fatal
character, some of these latter being stabs in the body and others cuts on the side of the head.

The crime thus committed was that of robo con homicidio (robbery with homicide), marked with the aggravating
circumstances that it was committed by an "armed band" at night and in the dwelling house of the victim, and
there being no extenuating circumstances the trial court properly and necessarily imposed the death sentence upon
the perpetrators, except in the case of Narciso Centeno who was sentenced to cadena perpetua (life imprisonment)
and did not appeal. The record as to the others is before us en consulta.

Counsel for the defense relies upon the alleged failure of the prosecution to prove the identity of the defendants
with the perpetrators of the crime with which they are charged. We think, however, that the evidence of record
sustains the findings of the trial court and establishes the guilt of the accused beyond a reasonable doubt.

The widow of the murdered man, who appears from her testimony to be an intelligent woman, identified each and
all of the defendants as members of the band who' entered her house on the night of the robbery, stating that while
she did not know any of them prior thereto, she saw them distinctly by the light of a lamp, and that their faces
were so distinctly impressed upon her memory that she could not be mistaken. When the defense, with the
permission of the court, and without the knowledge of the witness, withdrew one of the defendants, and
substituted in his stead another prisoner from the provincial jail, dressed in similar clothing and resembling in
height, weight, and general appearance the defendant who was withdrawn, she promptly recognized the
newcomer and pointed him out among the other prisoners. This, while by no means conclusive, was at least
indicative of the alertness of mind and intelligence of the witness, which appears to have strongly impressed the
trial judge.
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Narciso Centeno, who, with others, was arrested on suspicion, confessed his guilt and gave the names of the other
defendants as some of those who took part in the commis­sion of the crime, but the trial court properly declined
to consider the evidence as to this confession, except as against Centeno himself.

Two witnesses testified that at daybreak the morning after the night when the crime was committed they saw
Isidro Valenzuela and Daniel de Guzman, two of the accused, carrying something in a hammock in the road, and
another testified that he later saw these same persons carrying Mateo Cariño (who was identified by the widow as
the robber who was wounded by her husband) in a hammock into the house of Gabriel Valenzuela. Mateo Cariño
was later found in this house, rolled in a blanket, with a fresh wound in his breast such as would be inflicted with
a bolo. He tried to prevent his captors from opening the blanket to examine the wound, and when he could not
conceal it any longer, stated that it had been caused by a bamboo with which he had cut himself the day before.

The bolo of the deceased was found concealed in the grass near the house of Gabriel Valenzuela, and three other
bolos, smeared with fresh blood, and a spear with a short handle were found concealed in a corner of the back
yard of Jose Valenzuela.

The widow of the deceased testified that the robbers were dressed in a black police uniform, except one who wore
white trousers, and it was proven that the defendants had been at one time members of the rural guards, whose
uniform is of a darkblue color.

The evidence in support of the alibi set up by the defense is not convincing and is insufficient to raise a reasonable
doubt as to the falsity of the allegations of the accused.

The evidence introduced by the prosecution tends to corroborate the testimony of the widow of the deceased as to
the identity of the accused with the robbers who committed the crime, and we think there is enough in the record
to sustain the findings of the trial court on this point.

The judgment of conviction and the sentence of the trial court should be, and are hereby, affirmed with the costs
of this instance against the defendants.

Arellano, C. J., Torres, Mapa, Johnson, Willard, and Tracey, JJ.,concur.
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