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HULL, J.:

Ramon Silos, on January 9, 1933, filed before the Public Service Commission an application for special permit to
operate a taxicab service pending the final determination of his original application filed in case No. 34985.
Panfilo Sevillano, on the 4th of January, 1933, filed a similar application in the Public Service Commission in
case No. 34989. The Austin Taxicab Company filed a similar application on January 10, 1933, known as Public
Service case No. 35003. Opposition was filed by Fausto Barredo, Francisco Javier, Ana Vda. De Corominas, Julio
Danon, Manila Yellow Taxicab Company, and Aero Taxicab Company, who are now operating taxicab services
in the City of Manila. After argument, but without taking any testimony, the Public Service Commission on
January 12, 1933 granted the special permits requested. The oppositors now bring certiorari proceedings under the
provisions of section 35 of Act No. 3108 with a prayer to annul the above mentioned orders of the Public Service
Commission entered on the 12th of January, 1933.

Although there are three separate proceedings before the Public Service Commission, the petitioners in this case,
without authority or permission, consolidated them into one case. To prevent similar practice in the future the
clerk of this court is directed to assess filing fees as if three applications for certiorari were brought in this court.

Special or provisional permits have been issued by the Public Service Commission for about ten years. There is
no special provision of law authorizing such action.

The powers of the Public Service Commission are found in the legislation creating that body. Their powers are
limited to those expressly granted or necessarily implied from those granted. In our basic law certificates of public
convenience can only be granted after hearing and this court on review is compelled to set aside orders: "When it
clearly appears that there was no evidence before the commission to support reasonably such order." The action of
the Public Service Commission in granting these special or provisional permits is not only not authorized by their
organic law, but is forbidden by the requirement to take evidence before issuing orders. The orders complained of
must therefore be set aside and declared of no effect.

As above stated the commission has been issuing such orders for about ten years without question. Both the
commission and the applicants have acted in good faith. Large investments have been made by the applicants
pursuant to such permits. In order to give the Public Service Commission an opportunity to take evidence and
decide whether or not it would be in the interest of the public to authorize the applicants to operate midget or
small taxicabs in the City of Manila and its environments, the effective date of the cancellation of these special or
provisional permits is fixed at July 1, 1933 unless in the meantime the Public Service Commission by proper
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action has rendered such cancellation unnecessary. This postponement of cancellation must not be considered as
authority to put in service taxicabs under such permits after the date of promulgation of this decision. Costs
against the individual respondents. So ordered.

Villamor, Villa-Real, Vickers, and Imperial, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 38953. March 07, 1933

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 38953. March 07, 1933

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


