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BUTTE, J.:

This is an appeal from a decision of the Court of First Instance of Manila denying the petitioner's application for a
writ of habeas corpus.

The only question that needs to be determined on this appeal is whether the respondent abused his authority and
discretion in refusing to recognize the Section VI Merchant's Certificate issued by the American Consul at Amoy,
China, on August 4, 1931, to the petitioner, in pursuance of the Act of Congress of May 6, 1882, as amended by
the Act of July 5, 1884 (22 Stat. L., 58; 23 Stat. L., 115).

The petitioner's contention that the immigration authorities in Manila must accept such a certificate and cannot go
behind any statements of fact therein, if accepted, would virtually transfer to United States consuls in China the
final decision as to the right of entry of a Chinese subject into the United States and the Philippine Islands, in the
face of the statutes vesting that authority in the Secretary of Labor and (in the Philippines) the Insular Collector of
Customs. The argument of counsel is controverted by the petitioner's own declaration in the certificate:

"I realize that if I am one of a class inadmissible to the United States under any of the provisions of the
immigration laws of the United States, or if my classification as a non-immigrant alien is not approved upon
arrival in the P. I., I may be deported or detained by the immigration authorities, and I am prepared to assume
the risks of such deportation or detention."

The customs authorities refused to recognize the petitioner's Section VI Merchant's Certificate because it contains
false statements. In his certificate before the consul, the petitioner stated that he had been a merchant in China
"from 1925 to date" (August 4, 1931), whereas the records in the office of the respondent show that on May 6,
1927, he entered the Philippines under the name of Uh He Yiam and remained here till August 24, 1929.
Furthermore, the bond he gave for his temporary liberty at that time allowed him to remain for a period of only six
months. He violated the condition of his bond and remained here for more than two years, managing the business
of a cousin.

In view of these facts and the undoubted right of the respondent to go behind the prima facie Section VI
Merchant's Certificate, we affirm the judgment with costs against the appellant.

Avanceña, C. J., Street, Ostrand, and Abad Santos, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 37056. March 04, 1933

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


