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JOHNSON, J.:

On the 25th day of April, 1904, the plaintiff commenced an action in the Court of First Instance of the Province of
Romblon against the defendants to recover the possession of a certain piece of land described in the complaint,
and to recover the sum of P224 as damages for the unlawful detention of the same.

On the 16th day of May, 1904, the defendants answered the complaint, denying all and each of the allegations of
the said complaint and for a special answer alleged that the defendant Restituta Morana was the exclusive owner
of the said property and that she had inherited the same from her ancestors; that Placido Mazo was the husband of
the defendant Restituta Morana.

After hearing the evidence adduced during the trial of the cause, the Hon. A. S. Crossfield, then presiding as judge
in the Court of First Instance of said province, found the following facts:

"1. That the defendant Restituía Morana was the owner and in possession of the land in question by
inheritance from her ancestors prior to 1893, and that in 1893 she hypothecated the land for a consideration to
one Miguelita Machete; that subsequently, in 1903, she redeemed said land from said hypothecation and
returned to the occupancy and possession of the same.

"2. That the plaintiff knew all about the hypothecation of the land in question by the said defendant Restituta
Morana, to the said Miguelita Machete, who was a member of her (Machete's) family, and that his (plaintiff's)
registry of possessory title and declaration of ownership subsequently gave him no right to the land; that he did
not purchase the land from Tomasa Marflel, as alleged, or from anyone else having authority to sell the same.

"3. That the defendant Placido Mazo is the husband of the defendant Restituta Morana, and is only interested
in such land as such."

Upon these facts the said judge rendered a judgment in favor of the defendants, assessing the costs against the
plaintiff.

From this judgment of the lower court the plaintiff, after making a motion for a new trial in the lower court,
appealed to this court and made the following assignment of errors:

"1. That the lower court erred in writing and announcing his decision in the English language.

"2. That the lower court erred in declaring that the transaction between the said Miguelita Machete and the
defendant Restituta Morana was a mortgage and not a sale.

"3. That the lower court erred in declaring that the land in question was repurchased by the defendant Restituta
Morana.
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"4. That the lower court erred in declaring that Restituía Morana is the owner of the land in question."

With reference to the first assignment of error above quoted, this court has frequently decided that it was error for
a lower court to write and render its decision without translation into the Spanish language, but that this error was
not sufficient, in view of the provisions of section 503 of the Code of Procedure in Civil Actions, to permit the
judgment to be reversed on that ground alone; and, more-over, under the provisions of Act No. 1123 ' of the
Philippine Commission, there is an express provision that under certain conditions no part of the proceedings need
be translated into the Spanish language except on appeal, when the English briefs shall be accompanied by
translations in the Spanish language. (Gaspar v.s. Molina, 5 Phil. Rep., 197.)

With reference to the second assignment of error above noted, upon an examination of the evidence, we find that
there was a large preponderance of evidence in favor of the finding of the lower court.

Upon the third assignment' of error above noted, the evidence discloses also a preponderance of proof in favor of
the finding of the lower court.

With reference to the fourth assignment of error above noted, we are satisfied that the evidence clearly shows that
the said Restituía Morana was the owner of the land described in the judgment of the lower court, and therefore
the judgment of the lower court is hereby affirmed, with costs. So ordered.

Arellano, C.J., Torres, Willard, and Tracey, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 3597. September 24, 1907

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 3597. September 24, 1907

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


