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JOHNS, J.:

In his brief the Attorney-General says:

"The facts of the present case as we see them may be stated as follows: the defendant on coming home late one
night heard his wife scream for help. He rushed upstairs, found the room in darkness and his wife and children
frightened and huddled together to escape the bob thrusts made by an unknown assailant through the wall of
coconut palm leaves of his home. He also heard the assailant challenging him to come down and threatening to
come up instead if the defendant failed to do so. Believing, as he had reason to believe, that his assailant was
armed, the defendant stabbed him on the forearm as it was thrust through the partition wall for the third time.
On the following day, the defendant voluntarily went to the office of the police to give an account of the
incidents of the night before. We believe that the ends of justice would be sadly defeated if the courts of our
country were to send this defendant to prison for acting the way he did under the circumstances in which he
found himself and his family. The reasons for the favorable disposal of the appeal in the cases of United States
vs. Paras (9 Phil., 367) and United States vs. Ah Chong (15 Phil., 488) are, we think, appropriate here also, and
we recommend the application of the rule there laid down to the instant case."

With that, we agree. Apparently, the defendant has been convicted of the crime of homicide in the defense not
only of his own home, but of his little children and the person of his wife. The defendant had the legal right to act
on appearances. The deceased while drunk had no license to enter the home of the defendant in his absence and
terrorize his wife and little children. Neither had he any legal right upon the return of the defendant to thrice thrust
his hand through the wall of the little home, armed with a bolo in a violent and threatening manner, or to
challenge the defendant to come out and fight. Any man who loves his home, his wife and his little children
would naturally resent such an attack made by a drunk man on his own home in the dead hour of night. The
record shows that the defendant is a poor man; that he was defended in this court by an attorney de oficio; and that
he has been confined in jail or prison since his trial and conviction. . The judgment of the lower court is reversed
and the defendant is acquitted with the costs de oficio, and ordered to be forthwith released. So ordered.

Avancena, C. J., Johnson, Street, Villamor, Romualdez, and Villa-Real, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 30764. July 16, 1929

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


