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MALCOLM, J.:

This is what is known in judicial and administrative circles as the Ana Refresca Case.

On June 18, 1920, Ana Refresca, a girl 19 years of age, resided in the barrio of La Huerta, municipality of
Calamba, Province of Laguna. On the date mentioned, she went to the house of her aunt in the barrio of Putol of
the same municipality to work in the rice fields. The next day, Ana decided to return home and, at the request of
her aunt, Hilarion Sanqui agreed to accompany her. The two, Ana and Sanqui, left at about 2 o'clock in the
afternoon. After they had gone some distance, they were joined by Macario Manguiat. On coming to an
uninhabited place on the way, Manguiat, assisted by Sanqui, forcibly abducted the girl against her strong protest
and resistance. She was taken to the woods in Silang, Cavite, and later to other places where she was brutally
raped by Manguiat several times while her hands were being held by Sanqui. By means of threats and
intimidation, Ana was afterwards compelled to place her signature on a marriage certificate. Her brother,
Domingo Refresca, found Ana crying in the house of Cirilo Reyes in Silang, Cavite, and escorted her back to
Calamba, Laguna.

The foregoing are the principal points in the narrative of Ana Refresca. Notwithstanding the many occasions
during the protracted trials that she was called to testify, her story remains consistently the same. She is
corroborated by other witnesses. The marriage of Ana Refresca and Macario Manguiat not being voluntary and
valid, cannot be permitted to extinguish criminal liability.

But that is not all there is to the case. The crimes were committed in June, 1920. An abortive start was made in the
Laguna courts. Then the matter was permitted to lag. So Ana Refresca petitioned the Wood-Forbes Mission and
the Governor-General for protection and for the punishment of the guilty. In 1922, new informations were
presented in the Cavite courts. The trials dragged for five years. Three Judges of First Instance presided. The
number of times that Ana Refresca came from her home in Calamba, Laguna, to Cavite, Cavite, to testify, and the
number of times that she was required to tell her pitiful story are appalling. Eventually, in the coercion and
falsification of public document cases, the accused were acquitted. During the trial of the abduction with rape
case, Manguiat escaped from jail, and was later killed by members of the Philippine Constabulary. Only now is
Sanqui's conviction determined.

Nearly eight years have elapsed since a young orphan girl who had been abducted and raped, and who had gone
through harrowing experiences too terrible to describe, came to the courts asking for redress. And did she receive
that prompt attention to which all complainants and litigants are entitled? Was there meted out that speedy and
impartial justice which is one's by right? This is a glaring example of the breakdown of the administration of the
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law in the Philippines.

The charge is forcible abduction with rape. The penalty is that for the more serious crime applied in its maximum
degree. At least two aggravating circumstances offset by no mitigating circumstance are to be considered. The
maximum of the maximum penalty provided by law is none too severe.

The judgment appealed from will be modified by sentencing the defendant and appellant to suffer twenty years
imprisonment, reclusion temporal, with the accessory penalties, to endow the offended woman in the sum of one
thousand pesos (P1,000), and to pay one-half of the costs of the first instance, and all of the costs of this instance.

Johnson, Street, Ostrand, Johns, Romualdez, and Villa-Real, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 28377. January 24, 1928

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 28377. January 24, 1928

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


