
BATAS.ORG · PHILIPPINE LAW LIBRARY

DECISIONS / SIGNED RESOLUTIONS · DECEMBER 31, 1927

HEREDEROS DE FILOMENO ESQUIERES, APPLICANTS AND
APPELLANTS, VS. THE DIRECTOR OF LANDS ET AL., OPPOSITORS;
RUFINA NAÑAGAS ET AL., OPPOSITORS AND APPELLEES.

G.R. No. 27207. December 31, 1927

Ponente: OSTRAND, J.

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/g-r-no-27207/

OSTRAND, J.:

This is an appeal from a judgment of the Court of First Instance of Tayabas denying an application for the
registration of a tract of land situated in the barrio of San Andres, municipality of San Narciso, Province of
Tayabas, and embracing an area of 454 hectares, 12 ares and 86 centares.

The application for the registration was presented by the heirs of Filomeno Esquieres and was opposed by the
Director of Lands and by the heirs of one Ramon Pimentel.

The court below found that the land in question was included in a possessory information title issued in favor of
Ramon Pimentel and was the property of the latter. The only point of law raised by the appellants is that at the
time of signing the appealed judgment, Judge Platon, who tried the case, had been appointed judge of the Court of
First Instance of the Province of Albay; that he therefore had no jurisdiction of the case at that time; and that the
judgment consequently is null and void.

There is, as far as we can see, no merit in this contention. The presumption is "that a court, or judge acting as
such, whether in the Philippine Islands or elsewhere, was acting in the lawful exercise of his jurisdiction" (subsec.
15, sec. 334, Code of Civ. Proc.) and there is no sufficient evidence in the record to rebut this presumption. It is
true that the judge signed as judge of the Court of First Instance of Albay but for all we know, he may have been
authorized by the Secretary of Justice, under section 155 of the Administrative Code, to finish the trial of the case
after his appointment to the district of Albay and, if so, the judgment is valid.

The findings of fact made by the trial judge are, in our opinion, fully supported by the evidence, and we deem it
unnecessary to enter into a detailed discussion of the same.

The appealed judgment is hereby affirmed with the costs of this instance against the appellants. So ordered.

Avanceña, C. J., Street, Malcolm, Villamor, Johns, and Villa-Real, JJ., concur.
Johnson, J., dissents.

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 27207. December 31, 1927

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


