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TUASON, J.:

This case was thoroughly discussed, and the testimony was carefully reviewed and the exhibits, specially the
supposed school registers, examined. No important detail of the evidence escaped our attention or was overlooked
in reaching a decision. We do not believe it necessary therefore to enter into a new discussion of any of the
matters. This resolution will be confined to straightening a few misconceptions regarding the meaning and effects
of some of our findings and pronouncement.

When we said that possible motive for the crime was religious, no disparagement to any religion or religious
belief was intended. In pointing to differences of religion between the deceased and the accused as the possible
motive, we endeavored to show that robbery was not necessarily in the mind of the accused when they committed
the crime, as the lower court had found. The result of the possible existence of a motive other than robbery was
the reversal of the trial court's opinion that the accused were guilty of robbery with homicide, which is one of the
gravest and most heinous crimes known to law. Our surmises, which were evolved out of facts revealed by the
record, were then intended and used to lighten the defendants' responsibility and save them from the stigma of a
most dishonorable offense. Reasonable speculations are justified when indulged in the interest of accused because
they are entitled to the benefit of reasonable doubt, and the appellants in this case should be the last ones to object
when we cast for and brought out a theory that changed for the better the legal qualification of the killing and
considerably reduced the penalty imposed on them.

Uncertainty as to the motive, however, does not operate to entitle the appellants to absolute acquittal. Proof as to
motives is important or essential when the evidence on the commission of the crime is purely circumstantial or
inconclusive. It is otherwise, as this Court has repeatedly held, when there is direct testimony of eye-witnesses
whose credibility is found to be beyond question. Motive is a subjective matter which can not always be proved.
A murder committed for a price may fail to exhibit any motive when the connection between the murderer and the
inductor is not discovered. Yet no thinking men would plead for the murderer's acquittal on that ground in the
face of positive testimony by credible eye-witnesses.

Similarly, the uncertainty as to the immediate cause of death is unimportant in the face of Calavia's evidence that
the accused attacked the deceased who was later found dead at the place of the assault. One set of expert
witnesses said the priest died from strangulation and another set said from drowning. One or the other theory is
possible but not certain, as we have stated, but neither is inconsistent with the hypothesis of guilt; neither destroys
or weakens Calavia's statements. If Father Guevara's death was caused by strangulation, the defendants choked
him; if he died from drowning, his head must have been submerged in water purposely or otherwise when he was
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still alive but too weak from beating to pull out of it. For accidental drowning, as we have carefully pointed out,
was out of the question, and so was the idea that others were the aggressors.

As to the money contained in the bag Antonio Abad testified that it was P500.00. The trial court accepted this
testimony entirely. While agreeing with the court that the bag contained cash and that the bag was carried away by
the defendants, we thought that the amount was exaggerated, intentionally or through honest mistake, and for the
benefit again of the defendants, we fixed it at what we deem the lowest possible amount for lack of surer basis.

The motions for reconsideration are therefore denied.

Ozaeta, Pablo, Bengzon, Montemayor, and Reyes, JJ., concur.
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