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STREET, J.:

This appeal has been brought to reverse a judgment of the Court of First Instance of the City of Manila, finding
the appellant, Chan Wat, guilty of the offense of theft, and sentencing him to undergo imprisonment for one year,
eight months, and twenty-one days, presidio correctional, with the accessories prescribed by law, to indemnify
Ang Hong (aias Yu Lay), in the sum of P300, with subsidiary imprisonment in case of insolvency, and requiring
him to pay the costs.

It appears that during the month of January, 1925, the accused for a time maintained Yu Lay, a Chinese woman
20 years of age, as his mistress in a house situated on Calle Blumentritt, in the City of Manila. Yu Lay was the
owner,of a pair of gold bracelets of the value of P200 and one gold necklace, with a Chinese gold coin attached,
of the value of P100. This jewelry she was accustomed to wear on her person. The appellant, Chan Wat, being
desirous of possessing himself of said jewelry, demanded that she should surrender the jewelry to him. This Yu
Lay refused to do, and in order to scare the girl into giving it up, he pretended, upon the occasion with which we
are here concerned, that a detective was coming to the house and that Yu Lay should place the jewelry in his
hands. The ruse proved unavailing, and the appellant thereupon seized Y u Lay's hands and forcibly removed the
bracelets, afterwards drawing the gold necklace from over her head. The jewelry thus taken was never afterwards
returned to Yu Lay by the appellant. These are al the facts really material to the case; and that the incident
occurred in the manner stated cannot be doubted, being clearly proved by the testimony of Yu Lay herself,
corroborated by that of a Chinese woman named Uy Si Ga, who was at the time staying in the house where Yu
Lay was kept. The accused admits that he was keeping Yu Lay as a mistress about the time stated, and he claims
that he bought her in China and was instrumental in procuring her admission into the Philippine Islands upon a
false certificate of residence. He denies, however, that he took from Yu Lay any jewelry whatever upon the
occasion mentioned.

The information charges robbery and it is alleged therein that the accused used threats and intimidation against Yu
Lay; but the trial court states in the appealed decision that intimidation has not been proved, with which
conclusion we agree. It isaplain case of the forcible seizure of jewelry from the person of the owner.

Upon the foregoing facts the trial court found the appellant guilty of the crime of theft. We are of the opinion,
however, that the offense exhibits every element of the crime of robbery, and for this offense the
accused-appellant should have been sentenced. In United States vs. Blanco (10 Phil., 298), it was held that the
seizure and appropriation of a pawn ticket by the accused from the hands of the bearer thereof, who was the
lawful owner of the document, with intent to gain, constituted the crime of robbery. In the course of the opinionin
this case, Mr. Justice Torres, speaking for the court, said: "The substantial difference between robbery and theft
consists of the characteristic circumstance that, in the former, violence or intimidation is employed toward the

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 3
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G. R. No 24534. March 31, 1926

person, or force upon the thing itself; in the latter no such means are employed. * * *"

The case before us is fundamentally the same as a criminal case reported from the Supreme Court of Spain under
date of February 21, 1873, where it appeared that the appellant had been convicted of theft for the seizure and
taking away of a horse against the will of the owner. It appeared that the appellant in that case had demanded the
delivery of a horse which was then in the possession of the offended party. The latter having refused to surrender
the horse the appellant entered the stable where the horse was kept and carried the animal off against the will of
the owner. Upon appeal to the Supreme Court of Spain it was held that the appellant had been improperly
convicted of theft. The point upon which the court there discriminated the offense from theft was that the seizure
had been effected against the will of the owner. Upon this feature of the case, the court, after comparing the
definitions of theft and robbery in the Penal Code, observed that for robbery it is necessary that there should be a
taking against the will of the owner and for theft it suffices that consent on the part of the owner is lacking. (8
Crim. Jur., 235.) In the case before us the offense was committed against the manifest will of Yu Lay and not
merely without her consent.

The offense properly falls under paragraph 5 of article 503 of the Penal Code, without aggravating or mitigating
circumstance. The judgment will therefore be reversed and the accused is hereby sentenced to undergo
imprisonment for three years, eight months, and one day, presidio correccional, with the accessory penalties
prescribed by law, to indemnify Yu Lay in the amount of P300, with subsidiary imprisonment in case of
insolvency, and to pay the costs.

Avancefia, C. J., Villamor, Ostrand, Johns, Romnaldez, and Villa-Real, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G. R. No 24534. March 31, 1926

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



