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CARSON, J.:

There is no competent evidence in the record of this case connecting the appellants with the crime with which
they were charged.

The prosecution introduced in evidence written statements purporting to be confessions of guilt signed and sworn
to by each of the appellants before the justice of the peace of Mabalacat, but we are of opinion that these
statements must be excluded because "it does not affirmatively appear that they were "freely and voluntarily made
and not the result of violence, intimidation, threats, menace, or promises or offers of reward or leniency." (Sec. 4,
Act No. 619, Philippine Commission.)

The fact that these alleged confessions were executed before the justice of the peace was not denied, but at the
trial of the case in the Court of First Instance the defendants did deny the truth of the facts set out therein and
aleged that these confessions were the result of violence, intimidation, and threats on the part of certain
Constabulary officers and soldiers and that they were not freely and voluntarily made.

The justice of the peace testified that no improper measures were used while the statements were being executed
in his presence, but the testimony of the accused was to the effect that these statements were the result of the
violence and intimidation to which they were subjected before being brought into his presence, and it does not
appear that he took any measures to relieve their minds of the fear occasioned by any abuse to which they might
have been previously subjected. Where violence or intimidation has been used to extort a confession from an
accused person, the mere fact that a confession made by him some time thereafter appears to have been made
freely and voluntarily is not sufficient to justify the admission of such confession unless it is proven beyond a
reasonable doubt that the mind of the accused was wholly relieved of the fear which would naturally ensue from
being subjected to such violence or intimidation.

A number of witnesses were introduced by the prosecution in rebuttal of the testimony of the accused, but we do
not feel that their evidence was sufficient to sustain a finding that the accused were not in fact subjected to
violence and intimidation while in the hands of the Constabulary.

Anacleto Antonio, Ignacio Barmiento, and Juan Tullo having died pending their appeal, the complaint is
dismissed as to them, with their proportionate share of the costs of both instances de oficio, and the remaining
appellants are acquitted of the crime with which they are charged, with their proportionate share of the costs of
both instances de oficio, and they will be set at liberty forthwith, and to this end judgment will be entered
immediately upon the filing of this decision. So ordered.

Arellano, C. J,, Torres, Mapa, and Willard, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 2448. July 25, 1906

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



