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WILLARD, J.:

Esteban Sergio was arrested without a warrant by the defendant, an officer in the Constabulary, for alleged
violation of the act defining and punishing brigandage. He was kept in confinement by the defendant for four days
and was then released by him. Within a short time thereafter he paid to the defendant 150 pesos cash, and
delivered to him a certain amount of cacao. The defendant was prosecuted for bribery, and having been convicted,
was sentenced to two years eleven months and ten days7 imprisonment and to pay a fine of 540 pesos. From this
judgment he appealed. Sergio was never brought before a justice of the peace by the defendant for prosecution.

The facts above stated are conclusively proved. It is claimed by the appellant, however, that the money was not
paid by virtue of any agreement or promise made between the parties prior to the release, but that it was a present
given to him by Sergio after such release, and that the. case therefore is governed by article 386 of the Pena
Code. The wife of Sergio gave testimony to this effect, and something was said also by Sergio himself to the same
effect, but he also testified that before he was released he promised to pay the defendant 200 pesos, and it is
proved beyond question that before he was released he gave to the defendant a receipt or paper, and that when the
defendant was paid the first 100 pesos this paper was destroyed by the defendant. We think the evidence is
sufficient to show that Sergio was released from imprisonment by the defendant by reason of the promise made by
him before the rel ease to pay this money to the defendant.

The facts above set forth show the commission of the crime of bribery. (United States vs. Eustaquio Horca,[1] No.
2676, March 31, 1906.) The court below convicted the defendant of bribery under the provisions of article 381 of
the Penal Code. The crime committed by the defendant is that defined by article 383 of that code. (United States
vs. Pablo Valdehueza,[2] 3 Off. Gaz., 413.)

It is suggested by the Solicitor-General that the case falls within section 19 of Act No. 175. We do not think,
however, that that section is applicable, for there is no proof that the arrest was made for the purpose of extorting
this money from the complaining witness.

The judgment of the court below is reversed, and the defendant is convicted of the crime defined and punished in
article 383 of the Penal Code, and is sentenced to four months and twenty days' imprisonment (arresto mayor),
temporary specia disqualification for eight years and one day, to pay the costs of both instances, and to pay afine
of 540 pesos, with the accessories provided by law, and in case of insolvency to suffer subsidiary imprisonment as
provided by law. After the expiration of ten days from the date of final judgment let the cause be remanded to the
court of its origin for proper procedure. So ordered.

Torres, Johnson, and Tracey, JJ., concur.
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Carson, J., disquaified.

[1] Page 52, supra.
[2] 4 Phil. Rep., 470.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 2433. September 15, 1906

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



