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ROMUALDEZ, J.:

The controversy in this case is concerned with the recovery of the land described in paragraph 4 of the complaint,
and which is a part of aproperty of greater area of the deceased Fabian Tiongson.

The plaintiff Julian Santiago is father of his coplaintiffs Gaspara and Santiago, and the three of them allege that
they are the owners pro indiviso of said portion of land, the same having been partly inherited by the wife and
mother, respectively, of said plaintiffs, who was a granddaughter of the origina owner Fabian Tiongson, and
partly purchased from other owners.

The defendant Pedro Santos who is in possession of the land in question (the defendant Teodorico Santos has no
interest in, or right over, the land), asserts that he is the absolute owner of said realty, setting up prescription as
special defense against the complaint, and a counter-claim which does not concern us in this appeal, the same
having been overruled by the trial court and no appeal having been taken from said overruling.

Thetria court absolved the defendants from the complaint.
The errors assigned to said judgment are as follows:

- The finding that the plaintiffs have not proven who was the granddaughter of Fabian Tiongson, with whom the
plaintiff Julian Santiago was married, nor what portion was allotted to her as heir of said Tiongson.

- Thefinding that it was not shown by any proof how the plaintiff Julian Santiago acquired his right to the land in
question, which was sold with aright of repurchase by said plaintiff Julian Santiago to one Hilarion Reyes.

- The failure to adjudge the plaintiffs absolute owners of the land in question.

- The failure to render judgment against the defendant Pedro Santos and in favor of the plaintiffs for the payment
of the sum of P600 yearly from the year 1918, as the rents collected and received by said defendant for the land in
question until delivery thereof.

- The denial of the motion for new trial.

Asto the first error, it really does not appear to have been proven who is the granddaughter of Fabian Tiongson,
and above all, what portion of the land of said deceased was allotted to said granddaughter. Exhibit 8 cited by the
appellantsin their brief was presented as evidence only as to the 3,000 nipa plants which were destroyed, and not
that part of it as to who was the aleged granddaughter of Fabian Tiongson, which part was not used by the
plaintiff as evidence. In order that said part concerning the said granddaughter may be considered as evidence in
this case, the plaintiffs should have presented it as such. (Sec. 283, Code of Civil Procedure; Matias vs. Alvarez,
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10 Phil., 398.) And not only did the plaintiffs not offer said Exhibit 8 as evidence, but objected to said document,
as being immaterial and incompetent, and took exception to its admission.

At any rate, said Exhibit 8 does not show the portion which, is said, was allotted to the aforesaid granddaughter of
Fabian Tiongson. Once sheisidentified, it matters not that her individual name is unknown. What mattered in this
case was to specify the portion of the land of her grandfather which is aleged to have been allotted to her, so that
it might be determined whether such portion was the parcel herein question or said parcel was a part thereof. This
does not appear, nor are the portions alleged to have been bought by the plaintiff Julian Santiago specified.

The second error assigned chiefly raises a question of fact. The evidence of record does not warrant a different
conclusion from that of the lower court with regard to said question.

As to the third error assigned, it is a consequence of the preceding ones. With respect to the land tax receipts
constituting Exhibit C, said receipts do not contain a description of the land and are not otherwise identified with
the land herein dispute.

The other errors assigned are deductions from the above.
The judgment of the lower court is affirmed, with the costs against the appellants. So ordered.

Avancefia, C. J., Street, Macolm, Ostrand, Johns, and Villa-Real, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 24003. December 31, 1925

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



