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JOHNSON, J.:

This was an action by the plaintiff against the defendant, brought in the Court of First Instance of the city of
Manila, to, recover the sum of $1,600, United States currency, for damages occasioned to the Navy boat Barcelo
on the 6th day of November, 1902, at about 11 o'clock, p.m., on the said day, near the mouth of the Pasig River,
by a collision with a casco that was then and there being towed by the launch Alexandra. The launch Alexandra is
the property of the defendant.

The inferior court found that the defendant had not complied with the rules of navigation in Manila Bay, in that it
failed to display lights in accordance with such regulations, and that, by reason of such failure, the collision and
consequent damages occurred. This finding of fact by the court below, there being no motion for a new trial, is
conclusive.

The defendant, in the court below, claimed that the plaintiff could not recover in the action, for the reason that it
had not complied with the provisions of the Code of Commerce, relying particularly upon article 835 of the same.
Article 835 provides: "The action for the recovery of loss and damages arising from collisions can not be admitted
if a sworn statement or declaration is not presented within twenty-four hours to competent authority of the point
where the collision took place, or that of the firsts port of arrival of the vessel."

The plaintiff claimed that this provision of the Commercial Code did not apply to it. We are all of the opinion that
the quoted provision of the Commercial Code applies to all persons engaged in traffic upon the waters of the
Philippine Archipelago; that the defendant has as much right to insist upon compliance with this provision of the
code where the damages were done to a boat operated by the Government as if such boat had been operated by a
private individual or company. This provision of the Commercial Code, requiring protest to be made and
presented to the proper authority within twenty-four hours after the collision, or after the arrival of the injured
boat in port, is a prerequisite to the bringing of an action for damages. By having failed to comply with this
provision of the Commercial Code it can not maintain this action for damages.

It is therefore adjudged and ordered that the decision of the inferior court be affirmed, and that the defendant
recover of the plaintiff his costs in this action, and at the expiration of twenty days judgment should be entered in
accordance herewith, and the cause remanded to the court below for execution of said judgment. So ordered.

Arellano, C.J., Torres, Mapa, and Carson, JJ., concur,
Willard, J., did not sit in this case.

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 1876. September 30, 1905

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


