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ARELLANO, C.J.:

The defendant has been charged with the crime of rape and his guilt has been proven conclusively. The court
below sentenced him to eighteen years of reclusion, with the accessories provided for in article 59 of the Penal
Code, viz, to indemnify Maria Pineda, the injured party, in the sum of 3 reales and 12 cuartos (the value of a shirt
which was torn), to support the offspring, should there be any, and to pay the costs. From this judgment the
defendant appealed.

As regards the principal penalty and the accessories, the sentence is in conformity with the law. The aggravating
circumstances, to wit, the commission of the crime in the nighttime and at the house of the injured party, justify
the application of the penalty in its maximum degree.

As regards the civil liability, the judge acted in accordance with the law when he abstained from making any
statement about the first two obligations imposed by article 449 of the Penal Code upon those guilty of the crime
of rape, estupro, or seduction—that is, to endow the injured party and to acknowledge the offspring. The obligation
to endow is imposed by the code in favor of the injured party, if she is unmarried or a widow. The woman on
whom the rape was committed in this case is a married woman. The defendant can not be condemned to
acknowledge the offspring because the character of its origin prevents that. Further, the law prohibits the
acknowledgment of the offspring in this case on account of the parental authority which might thus be conferred
upon the party committing the rape, and because of the inherent parental right in favor of the father in constanti
matrimonio. If this legal right should be violated the family rights would be disturbed and the acknowlegment on
the part of the offender would cause its consequent disturbance in the family as a result of the crime committed by
the man, who would thus introduce into the family a spurious offspring.

The judge has imposed on the defendant the obligation to support the offspring, should there be any. The woman
in this case who was raped was a married woman, pregnant, four months gone, and the same reason which
prevents the offender from acknowledging the offspring should also prohibit him from entering periodically the
home of the woman raped, in order to comply with the duty thus imposed toward the spurious offspring. This
duty, depriving it of all correlative rights on the party furnishing the maintenance, would be the source of great
disturbance to the family rights of the parents, who should live in peace and enjoy the attributes, of their
legitimate authority over their children.

Stripped of the three forms of civil liability prescribed by article 449 of the Penal Code, the defendant can not be
placed in a better condition than one who violates an unmarried woman or a widow. The latter would not in any
case be deprived of the three obligations arising from the performance of any one of these crimes against her
chastity.
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The indemnification of 3 reales and 12 cuartos, the value of the mutilated garment, which the judge imposed on
the defendant, is reparation merely for the damage caused by this offense against her property, but for the offense
against chastity he should respond for a damage of a different and a higher entity, and this reparation should
always be a civil reparation corresponding to the character of the crime which injures both honor and chastity.

Therefore we affirm the judgment below except as regards that part which imposes on the defendant the
obligation of supporting the offspring, should there be any. In place of this we condemn Jose Yambao to
indemnify Maria Pineda in the sum of P500, Philippine currency, and to pay the costs in both instances, without
having to suffer subsidiary imprisonment in case of failure to pay the indemnification which we impose,. for the
reason that the nature of the principal penalty imposed relieves him from such imprisonment. Let this judgment be
executed as modified. So ordered.

Torres, Mapa, Johnson, and Carson, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 1662. February 13, 1905

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 1662. February 13, 1905

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


