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JOHNSON, J.:

It appears from the admission of the appellant that he arrived at the port of Manila on the 22d day of April, 1918,
on the steamship Katori Maru, and asked permission to enter the Philippine Islands; that a board of specia inquiry
was appointed for the purpose of inquiring into his right to enter the territory of the United States, and that said
board denied him that right upon the ground that he belonged to an excluded class of aiens, mentioned in section
3 of the Act of Congress of February 5, 1917. An appeal was taken to the Collector of Customs, who affirmed the
order of the board of specia inquiry.

On the 31st day of May, 1918, the appellant presented a petition in the Court of First Instance, for the writ of
habeas corpus, aleging that the Collector of Customs was illegaly depriving him of his liberty. The
Attorney-General answered that petition, alleging that the petitioner was being detained for the purpose of
enforcing the provisions of the Act of Congress of February 5, 1917. Upon the issue thus presented the Honorable
James A. Ostrand, on the 9th day of March, 1920, rendered a judgment in which he stated that "there is no
evidence before the court showing abuse of discretion on the part of the administrative officials of the department
of customs,” and for that reason denied the petition for the writ of habeas corpus and ordered the petitioner
remanded to the custody of the Insular Collector of Customs for deportation. From that judgment the petitioner
appealed to this court.

The only assignment of error made by the appellant is, that "the lower court erred in not taking into account Act
No. 1580 (No. 2788) of the Philippine Legislature permitting certain British India subjects who were residents in
the Philippine Islands on December 31, 1918, to remain in the Philippines.”

The appellant, in support of his assignment of error, aleges that the Philippine Legisature, on the 8th day of
February, 1919, adopted Act No. 1580 (No. 2788) entitled "An Act authorizing, under certain conditions, certain
foreigners, subjects of Great Britain, to remain in the Idlands, any provision of law to the contrary
notwithstanding," that said Act was sent to the President of the United States for his express or implicit approval;
that the President of the United States detained the same for a period of nearly nine months; and that during that
period it became effective as alaw because of the implicit approval of the President of the United States.

Said Act No. 1580 (No. 2788) provided that the Immigration Act approved by the Congress of the United States
on February 5,1917, is declared inapplicable to foreigners, subjects of Great Britain, who were in Philippine
territory on December 31, 1918, and to whom the exclusion ordered by said Act applies for the sole reason that
their land of birth is comprised within the geographical description contained in section 3 of said Act.

The contention of the appellant that said Act (No. 2788) became effective by virtue of the implicit approval of the
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President of the United States is not tenable, for the reason that said Act expressly provides that it shall not
become effective, even after the express or implicit approval by the President of the United States until "the
Governor-Genera shall so announce by means of a proclamation, and that said Act shall take effect on the date of
such proclamation." On the 3rd day of December, 1919, by concurrent resolution No. 10, the Fifth Philippine
Legislature resolved “that the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, requested, through the Governor
General, to return House Bill No. 1580 (Act No. 2788), entitled 'An Act authorizing, under certain conditions,
certain foreigners, subjects of Great Britain, to remain in he Islands, any provision of law to the contrary
notwithstanding,' for the purpose of amendment”.

From the foregoing, it is clear that the contention of the appellant that said Act (No. 2788) became effective by
implicit approval of the President of the United States is not tenable, for the reason that even after express or
implicit approval by the President of the United States, it did not then become effective until after a proclamation
by the Governor-General of the Philippine Islands.

There being no proof in the record of any kind or character whatsoever showing that the department of customs
abused its power, authority or discretion in denying the appellant the right to enter the Philippine Islands, the
judgment of the lower court must be, and the same hereby is, affirmed; and it is hereby ordered and decreed that
the appellant be remanded to the custody of the Collector of Customs in order that the order of deportation
heretofore issued by that department of the Government may be carried into effect. It is so ordered, with costs.

Mapa, C. J., Araulllo, Macolm, Avancefia, Moir and Villamor, JJ., concur.

[1] The same conclusions were reached in the following cases. Wadhumal Naraindas vs. Stanley (R. G. No.
16352, decided September 23, 1920, not published); Assudomal Hotchand vs. Collector of Customs (R. G. No.
16354, decided September 23, 1920, not published); Kotumal Choolaram Mirpuri vs. Aldanese (R. G. No. 16355,
decided September 23, 1920, not published); Naraindas Pherumal vs. Aldanese (R. G. No. 16357, decided
September 16, 1920, not published); Tahilran Peritamdas vs. Collector of Customs (R. G. No. 16358, decided
September 23, 1920, not published); and Chooherma Khemchand Daswani vs. Aldanese (R. G. No. 16359,
decided September 16, 1920, not published).

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G. R. No. 16356. September 16, 1920

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



