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BAUTISTA ANGELO, J.:

Plaintiffs brought this action against defendant to recover one-half portion of a lot situated in Bacolod City.
Defendant set up the defense that he acquired said lot without knowledge of any defect in the title of the vendor
which is a torrens title and that he acquired title thereto unaffected by any lien or encumbrance not noted thereon.

After the parties had submitted a partial stipulation of facts and additional evidence in support of their
contentions, the court rendered judgment dismissing the complaint without costs. Plaintiffs appealed from this
decision and the case was certified to this Court because it involves purely questions of law.

Plaintiffs claim that the land in question was formerly a portion of Lot No. S91 of the cadastral survey of the City
of Bacolod originally belonging to San Sebastian Subdivision owned by Juliana de la Rama. The lot was bought
by Agustin M. Paraiso, Sr., father of plaintiffs, on installment basis, and when he died on May 16, 1946, his
widow, Anita Vda. de Paraiso, continued paying the installments, having paid the price in full on February 3,
1951. As a consequence, a deed of definite sale was executed in her favor and Transfer Certificate of Title No.
8848 was issued in her name. On September 17, 1954, the widow sold the lot to Jesus Camon for the sum of
P4,800.00 on condition that she can repurchase the same within a period of one year, and having failed to redeem
it within that period, Camon consolidated his ownership over the property. On this property there was then a
two-story building which after the sale was occupied by Camon and his family jointly with one Tomas Exito and
his family who occupied the lower floor. Camon later obtained a new title in his name after the widow had
executed in his favor an absolute deed of sale.

The principal errors assigned by appellants against the trial court are: (1) in not permitting them to prove with
whose money their mother paid the whole price of the lot in question; (2) in not permitting them to prove that
their mother did not bring any property to the marriage and had acquired none during and after her marriage was
dissolved by the death of her husband; (3) in not permitting them to prove the date when the house standing on the
lot in question was constructed; and (4) in not admitting Exhibit D as evidence to show that the lot in question
was originally bought by their late father Agustin Paraiso. Sr.

It is the theory of appellants that the lot in question is conjugal in nature because it is their father who initiated its
purchase from San Sebastian Subdivision and had paid several installments on account up to the time of his death
on May 16, 1946 even if their mother continued paying the installment and paid the price in full on February 3,
1951 when the said subdivision executed a definite deed of sale in her favor. In view of such theory, appellants
tried to present evidence to show that a portion of the consideration of the sale was paid by their father and that
the rest was paid by their mother out of the Philippine Army, but their attempt was blocked by appellee and his
objection was sustained by the trial court. Plaintiffs particularly lay stress on Exhibit D which is a ledger of the
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San Sebastian Subdivision wherein are entered the lot in question, the name of the buyer, the payments made on.
account of the price, the dates of payment and other data pertinent to the transaction which show that the initial
payments were made by their late father Agustin Paraiso.

This claim of appellants is not entirely devoid of merit considering the facts which they tried to prove by their
evidence which were alleged in their complaint and hence they are entitled to present such evidence under our
rules, but we cannot also consider the action taken by the trial court to be erroneous bearing in mind that the lot in
question is covered by a torrens title and the same appears issued exclusively in the name of their mother Anita
Vda. de Paraiso. It must be noted that the defense of appellee is that he bought the land from said widow in the
belief that she was the exclusive owner of the same considering that its title appears issued in her name and there
is nothing therein to indicate that it suffers from any lien or encumbrance of any kind. In fact, the objection of
appellee to the evidence of appellants on the matter is predicated on such defense and the trial court upheld the
objection having in mind the law and jurisprudence governing transfers of registered lands.

Thus, in the case of William H. Anderson vs. Garcia, 64 Phil., 506, this Court held:

"We hold that under the Torrens system, registration is the operative act that gives validity to the transfer or
creates a lien upon the land (sees. 50 and 51, Land Registration Act). A person dealing with registered land is
not required to go behind the register to determine the condition of the property. He is only charged with notice
of the burdens on the property which are noted on the face of the register of the certificate of title. To require
him to do more is to defeat one of the primary objects of the Torrens system. A bona fide purchaser for value
of such property at an auction sale acquires good title as against a prior transferee of the same property if such
transfer was unrecorded at the time of the auction sale." (See also Castillo vs. Sian, 105 Phil., 622).

Here there is no clear evidence showing that appellee acted with knowledge of the origin of the property or that it
is conjugal in nature other than a mere conjecture. Bad faith cannot be presumed but must be established by clear
evidence more so when the property subject of the sale which is sought to be annulled is covered by a torrens title.
In the circumstances, we are persuaded to affirm the decision of the trial court.

Wherefore, the decision appealed from is affirmed, without pronouncement as to costs.

Paras, C. J., Bengzon, Padilla, Montemayor, Labrador, Concepcion, Endencia, Barrera, and Gutierrez David, JJ.,
concur.
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