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PADILLA, J.:

On June 1956 the plaintiff filed a complaint against the defendant in the Court of First Instance of Manila alleging
that since 1 June 1951 she was. engaged by the defendant as clerk at a monthly salary of P160; that on 15
November 1954 without valid and legal cause her services were terminated by the defendant; and that
notwithstanding repeated demands for reinstatement the defendant has refused to reinstate her. She prayed that
after hearing judgment be rendered ordering her reinstatement by the defendant to her position as clerk with back
salaries from 15 November 1954 to the date of her reinstatement and payment to her by the defendant of the sums
of P5,000 as actual and consequential damages and P10,000 as moral damages. She further prayed for other just
and equitable relief (civil No. 29993).

The defendant moved for the dismissal of the complaint, on the ground that it states no cause of action and that
the court has no jurisdiction over the subject matter. In sup port thereof, it invokes the provisions of Republic Act
No. 1052, approved on 12 June 1954, which allows an employer of a commercial, industrial or agricultural
establishment or enterprise to terminate the services of an employee without a definite period of employment by
either serving upon him one month notice in advance of the termination of his services, or by giving him one
month compensation from the date of termination of his employment in lieu of notice. The plaintiff filed an
opposition to the motion to dismiss. On 14 July 1956 the Court dismissed the plaintiff's complaint upon the
provisions and authority of Republic Act No. 1052. The plaintiff filed a motion for reconsideration; the defendant
an opposition thereto. On 11 August 1956 the Court denied the plaintiff's motion for reconsideration. She has
appealed to this "Court on a question of law.

In Monteverde vs. Casino Español de Manila, 103 Phil., 377, this Court held that under the provisions of Republic
Act No. 1052, even in the absence of cause for separation, an employer of a commercial, industrial or agricultural
establishment or enterprise may terminate the services of an employee whose services are not for a definite
period, provided he is served with notice of such termination one month in advance or paid one month
compensation in lieu of the notice.[1] There is no need of an allegation in the complaint of lack of notice of
termination of the services or of payment of compensation for one month in lieu of the notice, because the
plaintiff seeks reinstatement to her position as clerk in the defendant's employ and payment of her salaries from
the date her services were terminated to the date of her reinstatement and not the payment of compensation for
one month only.

The order appealed from is affirmed, with costs against the appellant.

Paras, C. J., Bengzon, Montemayor, Reyes, A., Bautista Angelo, Labrador, Concepcion, and Endencia, JJ.,
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concur.

[1]See also Gutierrez vs. Bachrach Motor Co., Inc., supra, p. 9.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 11316. May 23, 1959

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. 11316. May 23, 1959

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


