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In order to expedite the processing of requests for issuance of legal opinions, the following guidelines are hereby
prescribed:

1. Request for legal opinion must pertain to specific questions of law. The query must relate to interpretation
and application of laws and rules being enforced and implemented by the Commission.

2. The requesting party must present the complete factual circumstances from which the Commission may
draw premises and conclusions, and the resolution of the legal issues presented hinges on factual matters which
are readily discernible from the query.

3. Requesting parties must submit all the pertinent papers and documents necessary to the resolution of the
query, such as, but not limited to the Articles of Incorporation, By-laws, General Information Sheets, copies of
applicable laws and administrative rules.

4. Parties must indicate in the request their accurate business address, telephone & facsimile numbers and
e-mail address.

5. As a matter of policy, the Commission shall refrain from rendering opinion on the following:

5.1 Issues which had been decided by the courts or have been elevated to the court and are pending therein;

5.2 Matters which involve the substantive and contractual rights of private parties who would, in all
probability, contest the same in court if the opinion turns out to be adverse to their interest;

5.3 Matters which would necessarily require a review and interpretation of contracts or an opinion on the
validity of contracts since interpretation of contract is justifiable in nature and contract review calls for legal
examination of contract on a general basis and not on specific legal issues;

5.4 Questions which are too general in scope or hypothetical, abstract, speculative and anticipatory in character
and those pertaining to undisclosed entities;

5.5 Queries which will involve a review of presidential issuances or official acts of the President considering
that those issuances and acts are presumed to be valid and binding upon all offices in the executive branch
including this Commission;

5.6 Requests which involve interpretation of administrative rules and issuances of other government agencies
considering that it is the promulgating agencies which are competent to undertake such construction by reason
of their knowledge of the specific intent and extent of application of the subject issuances;

5.7 The action being requested would require an examination and review of the acts and rulings of another
government agency since the Commission does not review acts and rulings of other government agencies;

5.8 The resolution of the queries would necessitate the determination of factual issues;

5.9 Matters which clearly involve the exercise of business discretion or judgment which properly falls within
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the competence of the management of the entities concerned, or those which call for financial and technical
expertise of economic managers;

5.10 The request will entail gathering of legal materials or writing abstract essay for the requesting party since
the Commission should not function or resemble as legal counsel of private firms.

6. Nothing shall preclude the Commission from processing any request for opinion notwithstanding
non-compliance with the foregoing requirements when circumstances warrant.

7. It shall be understood that the opinion rendered is based solely on the facts disclosed in the query and relevant
solely to the particular issues raised therein and shall not be used in the nature of a standing rule binding upon the
Commission in other cases whether of similar or dissimilar circumstances.

For information and guidance.

Adopted: 16 Dec. 2003

(SGD.) LILIA R. BAUTISTA
Chairperson
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ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.
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