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Section 5(d), Article 1, Chapter |11 "Registration of Motor Vehicles' of the Republic Act 4136 which states that:

Change of motor number prohibited - No repair or change in the motor vehicle involving the exchange,
elimination, effacing, or replacing of the original or registered serial or motor number as stamped or imprinted,
shall be allowed, and any motor vehicle with atrace of having its motor number altered or tampered will shall
be refused registration or re-registration, unless such is satisfactorily explained and approved by the
Commissioner (now the Assistant Secretary)- (emphasis supplied)

was amended by Batas Pambansa Bilang 74, which provides that:

Unless satisfactorily explained to and approved by the Director of Land Transportation (now Assistant
Secretary), no repair involving the restoration of the original or registered serial number as stamped on the
engine shall be alowed. No change involving an ateration of or tampering with the original or registered
engine serial number of a motor vehicle shall ever be allowed, and any motor vehicle with atrace of having its
engine serial number altered or tampered with shall be refused registration or re-registration, (underscoring
supplied)

In view of the above-cited provisions of the law, the following guidelines are hereby promulgated;
1. Assigning and stamping of new serial number to a defaced engine or motor is prohibited:

2. No registration or re-registration shall be allowed to a motor vehicle with a trace of having its engine
serial-number altered or tampered.

3. No registration, re-registration, or processing of stock reporting shall be alowed to an engine whose seria
number does not include its model/series e.g. 7K-12345 (7K is the engine's model/series which also identifies the
engine's manufacturer); 4. Restoration of the original or registered serial number of the engine shall only be
alowed if the request for such is properly supported with the necessary documents and is duly approved by the
Assistant Secretary.

The documents, but not limited to, shall be submitted in requesting for the restoration of the original or registered
serial number of the engine:

a) Affidavit stating the circumstances besetting the effacing or obliteration of the serial number of the engine;
b) Letter-request from the owner for the restoration of the engine's serial number;

¢) PNP-TMG macro-etching report and clearance for the purpose of restoring the original or registered seria
number;

d) Source documents such as Certificate of Registration, BOC Certificate of Payment, Sal€'s Invoice, etc.; and
€) MVIS inspection report;
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5. Stamping of additional character to an engine's serial number, which is in duplication to the one aready
registered or reported to the LTO, shall be the responsibility of its manufacturer or assembler. Provided that such
addition to the original engine's serial number is properly reported and approved by the Assistant Secretary.

Duty of manufacturers of engine blocks, chassis or body to cause number of engine blocks, chassis or body
manufactured - any person engaged in the . manufacture of engine block, chassis or body shall cause the
numbering of every engine block, chassis or body manufactured in a convenient and conspicuous part thereof
of which the Land Transportation Commission (now the Land Transportation Office) may direct for the
purpose of uniformity and identification of the factory x x x Section 9, R.A. 6539 (An Act Preventing and
Penalizing Carnapping)

It should be clear to all concerned that the mandate of the Land Transportation Office (LTO) as far as the
registration of motor vehicle is concerned is to ensure that the motor vehicle is legitimately acquired, the motor
vehicle is roadworthy, and the correct road user's tax is collected.

All memoranda and orders that are in conflict herewith are hereby deemed superseded.
This order shall take effect immediately.
Adopted: 14 Mar. 2008

(SGD.) ALBERTO H. SUANSING
Assistant Secretary

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library LTO MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. AHS-2008-953, March 14, 2...

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



