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LABRADOR, J.:

This is an original petition instituted in this court to compel the Court of First Instance of Pangasinan, Judge
Eulogio F. de Guzman, presiding, to allow the petitioner's appeal against its judgment in Land Registration Case
No. 302, G.L.R.O. Record No. 1173 to the Court of Appeals. The record discloses that this case was tried by said
judge jointly with civil case No. 10965, because the parties in the latter are the same as those of the registration
case, and both parties in both cases were represented by the same attorneys. One single decision was entered in
both cases. Judgment having been rendered, against the petitioner in both cases, his attorney presented on June 19,
1951, anotice of appeal for both and ajoint record on appeal for both cases also (bearing titles of both cases), and
deposited an appeal bond of P60. This appeal bond was receipted for in the civil case No. 10965 on June 30, 1951
(Annex 4 of answer.) No bond was deposited for the appeal in the land registration case until August 1, 1951
(Annex 5 of answer.) The record on appeal was approved, but the court gave course only to the appeal in the civil
case. Objection to the appeal in the registration case was presented and this was sustained by the court, whereupon
the present action wasfiled in this court.

The petitioner contends that since the notice of appea and the record on appea were embodied together in single
documents in both cases, the certification of the record on appeal in the civil case necessarily included that of the
registration case, because the record on appeal in one case is inseparable from that in the other. The contention is
entirely without merit. The physical embodiment of both records on appea into one single document does not
make the two cases one, or relieve the petitioner of the obligation to file abond in the other. The identities of both
cases are preserved; the oneness of the record on appeal does not modify the nature of one or the other, or merge
the registration case into the civil case.

But while we hold that there is no error of law committed by the court a quo in dismissing the appeal in the
registration case, there are potent reasons why, in the exercise of its discretion, it should have decreed otherwise.
Oneisthe fact that the civil case is entirely dependent upon the registration case; no recovery of possession can be
decreed in favor of, and no damages can accrue to, the plaintiff unless he is declared the owner of the property
subject of both cases. When defendant, therefore, questioned plaintiff's right to the possession and to damages, he
must have meant to question plaintiff's title to the property. The other reason is the fact that as the two cases were
so inextricably related to each other, and they were tried jointly, and only one joint record on appeal presented,
appellant's attorney or his client or both may have overlooked the need of filing two bonds, or thought that one
was sufficient without the other. This constitutes an excusable oversight. Under these circumstances, the filing of
the bond in 60 days should have been excused and the appeal in the civil case given due course and relief granted
as authorized under the provisions of Rule 38. The petition is hereby granted, but petitioner should pay the costs.
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Paras, C.J., Pablo, Bengzon, Padilla, Tuason, Montemayor, Reyes, Jugo and Bautista Angelo, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-5763. September 28, 1953

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



