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SUBJECT :

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE ACCREDITATION OF TISSUE CULTURE LABORATORIES FOR
THE PRODUCTION OF QUALITY PLANTING MATERIALS

Pursuant to the provision of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of Republic Act No. 7308, otherwise known
as the Seed Industry Development Act of 1992, the following guidelines for the Accreditation of Tissue Culture
Laboratories are to be adopted and promulgated to ensure mass propagation and distribution of quality planting
materials.

- applicant can be an individual owner/producer, cooperative/ association, seed company, or
government-owned/funded tissue culture laboratory which complied with the required production standards for
quality planting materials.

- The following are the requirements for accreditation:

2.1. Documents to be submitted:

- For private-owned/funded tissue culture laboratory, the following documents must be submitted:

- Business permit issued by city/municipal government where the laboratory is located for all private laboratories.

- Certificate of registration from the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) for single proprietor applicant.

- Certificate of registration from Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) for corporate-owned laboratories.

- Certificate of registration from any legitimate government registering agencies for People's organization owned
laboratories.

- Certificate of registration from the Cooperative Development Authority (CDA) for cooperative.

- For government-owned/SCU laboratories, certificate of ownership from the head of the agency/institution must
be submitted.

2.2. The following laboratory requirement must be met:

- Qualified laboratory staff.

- Infrastructure design and facilities (Appendix I)

- Minimum basic laboratory equipment (Appendix II)

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 4

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



- Good tissue culture practices (Appendix III)

- Established tissue culture protocols for specific crops

- Provision for proper waste disposal (Refer to DENR protocol)

- Evidence of good documentation and record keeping

- Flow chart and procedural manual

- Policies

- The Bureau of Plant Industry through the National Seed Quality Control Services (BPI-NSQCS) shall be the
agency responsible for the accreditation of tissue culture laboratories.

- The BPI and other designated institutions shall provide the disease-indexing services. The BPI shall prepare a
list of authorized disease indexing laboratories.

- The Department of Agriculture (DA) shall deputize evaluators as recommended by the BPI.

- The evaluators shall validate and submit the application to the nearest NSQCS Regional/ Satellite Office for
endorsement to NSQCS, Central Office for approval/denial of application.

- Accreditation should be recommended by the concerned Regional Executive Director after the evaluator has
validated the requirements stated herein and concurred by the Chief, NSQCS of the respective region.

- Signage indicating the name of operator/owner, address, accreditation number, issuance and expiration dates,
must be displayed in a conspicuous place not later than one (1) month after the approval of the accreditation with
the following specification and information:

- Dimension: 1m (L) xO.5m (W)

- White background with black lettering

ACCREDITED TISSUE CULTURE LABORATORY

Name/Owner:
Address:
Accreditation No.:
Issuance and expiration dates:

- Applicant must have operated the Tissue Culture Laboratory for at last one (1) year prior to application for
accreditation.

- The BPI has the right to cancel the certificate of accreditation and confiscate the signboard in case the accredited
laboratory fails to maintain the standard requirements during the duration of accreditation period.

- The Certificate of Accreditation duly approved by the Director of BPI shall be furnished to the applicant and
photocopies to the Regional Executive Director and Regional/Satellite NSQCS Chiefs.

- Accredited Tissue Culture Laboratories (TLC) will be given preference in the government procurement of
certified tissue cultured planting materials.

- Yearly monitoring and evaluation shall be done by the designated tissue culture laboratory evaluators (TCLE).

- Accreditation period shall be valid for five (5) years from the date of issuance. The performance of the
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accredited tissue culture laboratory shall be evaluated before the accreditation is renewed.

- Fees and other related charges

4.1 Applicant must pay a non-refundable accreditation fee of P2.500, both for new and renewal of application for
accreditation.

None compliance with the above requirements shall be a ground for the denial of accreditation.

This order shall take effect fifteen [15] days upon publication in the official gazette or in one newspaper of
general circulation.

Approved :

(SGD.) PROCESO J. ALCALA
Secretary, Department of Agriculture and
Chairman, National Seed Industry Council

Recommending Approval:

(SGD.) CLARITO M. BARRON, PhD., CESO IV
Executive Director and Vice Chairman
National Seed Industry Council

5 March 2102

See ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 07 Series of 2012 Appendix 1 : Standard Requirements for Tissue Culture
Laboratory : 108 OG no. 23, 2761 (June 4, 2012)

See ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 07 Series of 2012 Appendix 2 : List of Equipment : 108 OG no. 23, 2762
(June 4, 2012)

See ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 07 Series of 2012 Appendix 3 : Good Tissue Culture Practices : 108 OG
no. 23, 2762 (June 4, 2012)
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