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PAREDES, J.:

On March 12, 1959, Go Chang, a citizen of the Republic of Nationalist China, but born in the Philippines, filed
with the Court of First Instance of Cebu, a verified petition for change of name (Sp. Proc. No. 189-R), to Jayme S.
Tan. The jurisdictional facts as to age, status, citizenship, residence, place of birth and name of parents were
aleged. In the petition it was further stated that he (petitioner), was registered with the Loca Civil Registrar and
the Immigration Bureau under the name of Go Chang; baptized as Jaime Descals Go Chang; that at tender age, he
was taken under the care of an uncle; that in his studies (from Grade 1 to 2nd year in College), he has been
enrolled under the name Jayme S. Tan, Tan being the surname of his uncle and the middle initial "S" standing for
the surname of his mother Lim Sy; that all his friends know him as Jayme S. Tan; and that by seeking the change
of hisname it was not hisintention to conceal or hide any unfavorable record but to correct an error.

During the hearing, documentary evidence (Exhibits A, A-1to A-3), consisting of the affidavit of the Publisher of
the"LaPrensa’, and clippings of the order (of hearing), respectively, were presented to prove compliance with the
legal requirement of publication. The motion for Bill of Particulars, presented by the Provincial Fiscal was denied
by the trial court on the ground that same was improper and would serve only to delay the proceedings. The
petitioner testified that when he started schooling at the "Colegio de Santa Maria', San Juan, Rizal, he was
enrolled under the name of Jayme S. Tan, which name he has continuously used up to College; that he desires to
change his name to clear up an error and avoid confusion and that because of the discrepancy about his name in
his school records and alien certificate of registration, the Board of Medical Examiners refused to issue him a
"Medica Number" to be considered as a medical student, unless he secures a court order, allowing him to use the
name Jayme S. Tan, appearing in his school records.

The Provincia Fiscal, who represented the Solicitor General filed no written opposition to the petition but
attended the hearing and cross-examined the petitioner. After trial, the lower court on August 29, 1959, rendered
judgment, pertinent portions of which read—

"The evidence presented proved the truth of the petitioner's allegations in his petition. Besides, it has also been
established in evidence that the petition has no pending obligation with the Government; that he has never been
accused of any offense, nor any suit filed against him and that his purpose in asking that he be allowed to use
his name of Jaime S. Tan by which he was enrolled in school and known by his friends is to have same as his
sole official name; that without a judicial authority to use the name, he would not be alowed by the Board of
Medical Examiners to take the board examinations for physicians; that it is in good faith that he asked the
authority and no confusion of identity will be caused or created by the use of said name and furthermore heis
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not intending to change his Chinese nationality by the use of said name.

The Court under these circumstances feels fully justified in granting the petition, under the authority of Rule
103, of the Rules of Court, and said petition as hereby granted and, from now on the petitioner will use, as his
official name, to identify himself, the name JAIME S. TAN after this name is duly registered in the office of
corresponding local Civil Registrar".

Under date of September 3, 1959, the Provincial Fiscal of Cebu, moved for the reconsideration of the above
judgment. The motion was denied on September 12,1959. The appeal of the State is anchored on two points, viz:

D

The lower court erred in taking cognizance of the instant petition for change of name filed despite the fact that it
did not acquire jurisdiction over the case by reason of a substantial defect in the petition and publication of the
Order for hearing; and

@)

The lowar court erred in granting the petition despite the fact that the petitioner failed to adduce any proper and
reasonable reason for changing his name.

A discrepancy exists in the petition and the published Order. Whereas in the published Order the name of
petitioner was spelled Jaime S, Tan, the verified petition spells his name as Jayme S. Tan (Exha. A-1 to A-3).
Even the affidavit of the publisher of "La Prensa' (Exh. A), the name appearing is Jame S. Tan. Petitions for
change of name being proceedings in rem, strict compliance with the requirements of publication is essential, for
it is by such means that the Court acquires jurisdiction (Aida Jacobo vs. Republics 54 Off. Gaz., No. 9, p. 2928).
Considering the fact that the proceedings is one for change of name, the defect in the petition and the order, as to
the spelling of the name of the petitioner, is substantial, because it did not correctly identify the party to said
proceedings. As the Solicitor General has aptly observed—

"* * * Not only was it misleading to the courts of justice, but also prejudiced the interests of the genera
public. By said act, he made it difficult or virtually impossible for anyone who might have an adverse interest,
to oppose his petition. In the eyes of the law, therefore petitioner has not complied strictly with the legal
requirement regarding publication, thereby rendering the entire proceeding had in the court below null and
void."

It may be argued that the difference in the spelling is minor, that is the "i" has been erroneously typewritten as
"y", or vice versa. The difference of one letter in a name may mean the distinction of identity of one person with
that of another. If the projected change means so great to the petitioner, he should, at |east, have exerted efforts to
correct the mistake, if it wasamistake at all.

We find also that no reasonable circumstance exists or was proven to warrant petitioner's change of name.
Petitioner in his petition alleges that he was baptized as Jayme Go Chang and that throughout his school days he
has been enrolled under the name of Jayme S. Tan. His own documents, however, belie said allegations because
his baptismal certificate (Exh. D), shows that his baptismal name is "Jaime Descals Go Chang". Except his own
testimony, no other evidence was introduced to show that in school and to his friends he was using and/or was
known by the name of Jayme S. Tan. Because of the discrepancy existing in his school records and his aien
certificate of registration, the Board of Medical Examiners alegedly refused to give him a "Medical Number" to
be considered a medical student, unless he secures a court order alowing him to use the name Jayme S. Tan. No
corroborative evidence was adduced to show the veracity of this assertion. The fact that the Certificate of
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Enrollment issued by the " Southwestern College" (Exh. E), mentions a certain Jaime S. Tan as officially enrolled
in the College of Medicine, would show that what petitioner has alleged to the effect that since his first enrollment
in Grade | until college, he was continuously using the name Jayme S. Tan, cannot be true. If the purpose of
changing his name is to correct an error or avoid confusion, the petitioner should retain the use of his name "Go
Chang" appearing in the Civil Registrar and Bureau of Immigration, the real and official name, rather than change
it. The real name of a person isthat given him in the Civil registrar, not the name by which he was baptized in his
church or by which he has been known in the community, or which he has adopted (Chomi vs. Loca Civil
Registrar of Manila, 99 Phil., 1004; 52 Off. Gaz., No. 15, p. 6541). There was no reason for the Medical Board to
reguire the change of his name to Jayme S. Tan, considering the fact that the Certificate of Enrollment from the
Southwestern College mentions aready of a medical student bearing a similar name. It would seem that the
change of name sought for in the petition, would only add confusion to the already confused state of things. There
would also be no practical purpose in allowing his name to be changed, in order to give him a "medical number"
as he claims, because not being a Filipino, he could not be admitted to take the Medical Board Examinations.
Moreover, petitioner-appellee has continuously been violating the Anti-Alias Law (Comm. Act No. 142), for
having been using the name Jayme S. Tan, for various purposes. The granting of the instant petition would in
effect be sanctioning an illegal act, which we cannot do.

Wherefore, the decision appealed from is hereby reversed, and the petition of Go Chang to change his name to
Jayme S. Tan denied. Costs taxed against the petitioner-appellee.

Bengzon, C. J., Padilla, Bautista Angelo, Labrador, Concepcion, Reyes, J. B. L., and Dizon, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-16384. April 26, 1962

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



