BILATERAL

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF NORWAY RELATING TO THE EXPORTS
FROM THE PHILIPPINES OF CERTAIN TEXTILE PRODUCTSFOR
IMPORTSINTO NORWAY

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/f8ee9ab6claa/

Introduction

1. This Agreement sets out the arrangements that have been made between the Government of the Philippines and
the Government of Norway regarding the exports of certain textile products from the Philippines for imports into
Norway.

2. These arrangements have been made having regard to the Arrangement Regarding International Trade in
Textiles, (hereinafter referred to as "the MFA") as extended by the Protocol of 31.7. 1986, bearing in mind
particularly the provisions of Article 1:2 and Article 4 of the MFA.

Coverage

3. These arrangements apply to the Philippine exports to Norway of the textile products listed in Annex A to this
Agreement, when these are made of cotton, wool or man-made fibres, or blends thereof, in which any or al of
those fibres in combination represent either the chief value of the fibres or 50 per cent or more by weight (or 17
per cent or more by weight of wool) of the product.

Classification
4. For the purpose of classifying textile products in the appropriate category, the definition set out in Annex A
will apply.

5. In case of divergent opinions between the competent authorities of the Philippines and the competent
Norwegian authorities at the point of entry into Norway on the classification of products covered by this
Agreement, consultations as provided for in Article 14 of this Agreement shall be held with a view to reaching
agreement on the appropriate classification of the products concerned and to resolving any difficulties arising
therefrom. For this purpose, the authorities of the Philippines shall be informed by the competent authorities in
Norway as soon as a case of divergent opinions on the classification of products arises.

Pending agreement on the appropriate classification and in order to avoid disruption of trade, the products in
question shall be imported on the basis of the classification indicated by the competent Norwegian authorities at
the point of entry, in conformity with the provisions of this Agreement.

Restraint Levels

6. For products listed in Annex B to this Agreement, the Philippines shall for each quota period during the term of
this Agreement restraint its exports to Norway to the limits set out in Annex B, or the limits modified as provided
for in this Agreement.

Flexibility Provisions
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7. (a) Carryover. If in any restraint period of this Agreement, levels specified in Annex B of this Agreement for
any categories are not fully utilized, the Government of the Philippines may, after prior notification to the
Government of Norway, during the subsequent twelve month period, approve the export of additional amounts
equivalent to such shortfalls provided that such exports are in the same categories where the shortfalls occurred
and do not exceed the percentages set out under column (d), Annex B, computed on the basis of the levels for the
subsequent twelve month period.

(b) Carryforward. During each restraint period of this Agreement, the Government of the Philippines may, after
prior notification to the Government of Norway, approve the export of amounts in excess of the levels specified in
Annex B to this Agreement up to the percentages set out in Annex B under column (€), computed on the basis of
the levels for the current restraint period. Where the specific levels have been increased by carryforward the
Government of the Philippines shall inform the Government of Norway of the carryforward quantities and debit
these to the corresponding levels which are agreed or may be agreed upon for the subsequent period.

(c) Swing. During each restraint period of this Agreement, the Government of the Philippines may, after prior
notification to the Government of Norway, approve the export of amounts in excess of the levels specified in
Annex B to this Agreement up to the percentages set out in Annex B under column (f), computed on the basis of
the levels for the current restraint period. Where specific levels have been increased by swing, a corresponding
reduction shall be made in one or more of other levels calculated on the basis of the conversion factors listed in
Annex B, column (h).

(d) Total flexibility. During each restraint period of this Agreement, the additional export quantities resulting from
carryover, carryforward and swing taken together shall, for each specific level, not exceed the percentages set out
in Annex B under column (g).

Administration

8. Exports from the Philippines to Norway of textile products listed in Annex B shall be subject to a
double-checking system of export and import licensing as specified in Annex C of the Agreement.

Circumvention

9. The Government of the Philippines and the Government of Norway agree to cooperate fully in dealing with
problems relating to circumvention of the arrangements set out in this Agreement.

When information available to the Norwegian authorities indicates that products of Philippine origin listed in
Annex B to this Agreement have been imported into Norway by transshipment rerouting or otherwise, in
circumvention of the arrangements set out in this Agreement, Norway may ask for consultations as provided for in
Article 14 of this Agreement, with a view to agree on an appropriate adjustment of the quantitative limits for the
products concerned.

If the parties fail to reach a mutually satisfactory solution within a period of 51 days from the date when the
request for consultations was made, the Norwegian authorities shall, if evidence of circumvention has been
provided, have the right to carry out a compensatory reduction of the corresponding restraint level for the current
or the following calendar year.

Seasonal fluctuations

10. The government of the Philippines will endeavour to ensure that exports of textile products subject to
quantitative limits are spaced out as evenly as possible each calendar year, due account being taken of normal
seasonal factors.
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Rules of Origin

11. The origin of the products covered by this Agreement shall be determined in accordance with the rulesin farce
in Norway and the procedures for control of the origin of the products set out in Annex C.

Re-exports

12. Exports from the Philippines to Norway of textile products covered by this Agreement shall not be subject to
the quantitative limits established in Annex B, provided that the export license certifies that the products
concerned are for re-export outside Norway.

Where the competent Norwegian authorities have evidence that products exported from the Philippines and set off
by the Philippines against a quantitative limit established in Annex B have been subsequently re-exported outside
Norway, the Norwegian authorities shall within 60 days from date of re-exports notify the Government of the
Philippines of the quantities involved. Upon receipt of such notification, the government of the Philippines may
authorize exports for the current calendar year of identical quantities of products within the same category, which
shall not be set off against the quantitative limits established in Annex B.

Exchange of Statistics

13. For al products covered by this Agreement the Government of the Philippines undertakes to provide the
government of Norway with quarterly statistics of all export licenses issued by the authorities for each category
for the current quota period. For products listed in Annex B, these statistical reports shall also set out:

i. the maximum export level for each category for the relevant quota period,
ii. the modified limit if the quota has been modified as provided for in Article 7 of this Agreement, and
iii. the rate of utilization of the quota.

The Government of Norway will provide the Government of the Philippines with quarterly statistics of licenses
issued and quarterly statistics for actual imports from the Philippines of all categories covered by this Agreement.

Each quarterly report shall be transmitted before the end of the following month.
Consultations

14. The government of the Philippines and the government of Norway agree to consult at the request of either
government, on any question arising in the application of this Agreement or on any question on textile products
(not covered by this Agreement) in accordance with the provisions of the MFA. Any request for consultations
shall be naotified in writing to the other part, together with a statement explaining the reasons and circumstances
that led to the request.

The parties shall enter into consultations within 21 days at the latest from when the request was made with a view
to arriving at a mutually satisfactory conclusion in conformity with the provisions of the MFA within a further 30
days at the latest.

Other Textile Products

15. The Norwegian Government reserves its rights under the MFA with respect to textile products not covered by
this Agreement.

General

16. The present Agreement shall enter into force when the parties have notified each other that al internal
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procedures which are necessary for the fulfillment of the obligations in the Agreement have been completed.

Provided that such notifications have taken place, the Agreement shall apply with effect from 1 January 1987 until
31 December 1991 unless thisis changed by application of the provisions of Article 17 of this Agreement.

17. Either party may at any time propose modifications to this Agreement. Such proposals shall lead to
consultations in accordance with the procedures outlined in Article 14.

Either party may at any time denounce this Agreement provided that at least 60 days notice is given. In that event
the Agreement shall come to an end on the expiry of the period of notice.

18. The Annexesto this Agreement shall be considered as an integral part thereof.

Done in Manila on 21 September 1987 in two originals in the English language, both texts being equaly
authentic.

On behalf of the Government

On behalf of the Government

of the Republic of the Philippines
of the Kingdom of Norway

(Sgd.) JOSE S. CONCEPCION, JR.
(Sgd.) KURT MOSBAKK
Secretary

Minister

Department of Trade and Industry
Ministry of Trade & Shipping
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