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TO:

ALL LITIGANTS, JUDGES AND PERSONNEL OF THE FIRST AND SECOND LEVEL COURTS, AND
MEMBERS OF THE BAR

RE:

ONLINE FILING OF COMPLAINT OR INFORMATION AND POSTING OF BAIL DUE TO THE RISING
CASES OF COVID-19 INFECTION

1. Upon consultation with all the members of the Supreme Court, and in accordance with Sec. 5 (5), Art. VIII, of
the Constitution, this Administrative Circular is hereby issued to further limit the physical movement of court
users, judges and personnel during this period of public health emergency as declared by the President pursuant to
existing laws. Thiswill enable the courts to digitally act on the matters covered by this Circular, thereby reducing
the necessity of the judge and court staff to physically travel to their stations.

2. Crimina Complaints and Informations, together with other supporting documents, may be filed through
electronic transmission or email before the proper first or second level court. Once the complaint or information is
received by the court, the Clerk of Court shall refer the same to the Judge on duty who shall personally evaluate
the complaint or the resolution of the prosecutor, and its supporting evidence.

3. Within three (3) days from the electronic filing of the complaint or information, the Judge on duty shall
personally evaluate the resolution of the prosecutor and its supporting evidence. The Judge on duty may
immediately dismiss the case if the evidence on record clearly fails to establish probable cause. If the Judge on
duty finds probable cause, he or she shall issue awarrant of arrest, or a commitment order when the complaint or
information was filed pursuant to Sec. 6, Rule 112, of the Revised Rules on Criminal Procedure which pertains to
lawful arrests without a warrant. The Judge on duty shall likewise issue a commitment order if the accused has
been arrested pursuant to a warrant earlier issued by the judge who personally evaluated the resolution of the
prosecutor and its supporting evidence.

In case of doubt on the existence of probable cause, the Judge on duty may order the prosecutor to submit,
through electronic transmission, additional evidence within three (3) days from notice and the issue must be
resolved by the court within ten (10) days from the filing of the complaint of information. The Judges and court
personnel on duty shall always ensure that all filings and communications are kept secure and confidential.

4. In accordance with existing rules, the Judge on duty shall also determine if the accused should be admitted to
bail as a matter of right in accordance with Sec. 4, Rule 114, of the Revised Rules of Criminal Procedure. If so,
and once the accused has submitted all the requirements for bail, which may likewise be initially electronically
transmitted to the court, the Judge on duty shall examine the submissions, and if complete and compliant, shall
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sign the approval of the bail and the consequent release order.

The Judge on duty may reduce the amount of bail initially fixed, upon motion of the accused and after giving the
prosecutor the opportunity to comment within a non-extendible period of twenty-four (24) hours from the filing of
the motion, which motion and order to file comment thereon may likewise be sent electronically. In view of the
foregoing, the Office of the Court Administrator is directed to identify and inform the respective courts of the
available accredited sureties which may, whenever necessary, promptly issue the appropriate bail bonds during
this public health emergency period. Actions on the reduction of bail shall be decided within twenty-four (24)
hours from the expiration of the period to comment on the mation for reduction of bail, with or without comment
from the prosecutor.

5. The approval of the bail and the consequent release order shall then be electronically transmitted by the Judge
on duty to the Executive Judge who in turn shall electronicaly transmit the same within the same day to the
proper law enforcement authority or detention facility to enable the release of the accused. The electronically
transmitted approval of bail and release order by the Executive Judge shall be sufficient to cause the release of the
accused.

6. The initia online submission of the requirements for bail may also be availed of by an accused who has been
charged before the court prior to the start of this public health emergency period.

7. The Executive Judge shall submit a weekly report of al pertinent data and information regarding their
respective court's activities conducted pursuant to this Circular to the Office of the Court Administrator, which in
turn shall submit a regular report or recommendation to the Court en banc for proper monitoring and revisions if
necessary during this period of emergency.

8. Unless otherwise directed, this procedure shall be in effect only during this duration of public health emergency
declared by the President in accordance with existing law. These procedures are without prejudice to the operation
of Administrative Circular No. 32 (series of 2020) in cases not covered therein.

9. The Office of the Court Administrator is hereby directed to issue the necessary Guidelines within three (3) days
from hereon to ensure the proper implementation of this Administrative Circular, which shall take effect upon the
issuance of the said Guidelines. The Guidelines shall include templates as well as the list of documents which can
be practically produced within this period of emergency.

FOR STRICT COMPLIANCE.

Paranaque City, 31 March 2020

(Sgd.) Hon. Diosdado M. Peralta
Chief Justice

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library SC ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULAR NO. 33 - 2020, March 31, 2020

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



