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ABAD SANTOS, J.:

This is a petition to review a decision of the Workmen's Com-pensation Commission. A subseguent resolution
denied amotion for reconsideration.

Paciencia and Virginia Venta were minors when their mother, Jovita Quismundo, filed on their behalf a claim for
benefits due to the death of Francisco Venta. They alleged that the deceased was their natural father.

Francisco Venta was employed by the private respondent Atlantic Gulf and Pacific Co., Inc. (AG&P) as an
Installation Foreman for air-conditioning units. On May 17, 1967, Francisco died due to chronic hemorrhagic
ulcerative enteritis.

Paciencia and Virginia, represented by their mother entered into an "Extra-Judicial Settlement and Release" with
AG&P on October 17, 1967, wherein they received the sum of P1,500.00 as death benefits presumably on account
of the Disability, Death and Retirement Plan of said entity.

Earlier, on August 15, 1967, Paciencia and Virginia filed a claim for death benefits under the Workmen's
Compensation Law (Act No. 3428, as amended by Act No. 3812 and C.A. No. 210). However, the Workmen's
Compensation Commission denied the claim even as it admitted "that the illness of Francisco Venta which
culminated on his death on May 17, 1967, was contracted in the course of his employment." The denial was based
on the ground that although Paciencia and Virginia were dependent on the deceased, they failed to show that they
had been acknowledged by him as hisillegitimate children.

The petition prays that Paciencia and Virginia be adjudged as having been acknowledged and, therefore, entitled
to be paid benefits under the Workmen's Compensation Law.

Citing Article 278 of the Civil Code, the Workmen's Compensa-tion Commission held that the deceased had not
recognized the two claimants absent recognition in a record of birth, in a will, a state-ment before a court of
record, or in any authentic documents. The petitioners agree but cite instead Art. 283 of the same Code which
provides, inter alia, that:

"Art. 283. In any of the following cases, the father is obliged to recognize the child as his natural child:
XXX XXX XXX
(2) When the child isin continuous possession of status of a child of the alleged father by the direct acts of the

latter or of hisfamily;
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XXXXXXXXX"

The reliance by the petitioners on Art. 283 of the Civil Code is misplaced. This provision contemplates
compulsory recognition as distinguished from voluntary recognition provided in Art. 278. The possession of
status of a child does not in itself constitute an acknowledgment; it is only a ground for a child to compel
recognition by his assumed parent. The provision provides the grounds for compulsory recognition in an action
which may be brought by the child. Neither the proceedings before the Commission nor in this Court can be
regarded as the appropriate action to compel recognition.

WHEREFORE, the petition is hereby dismissed for lack of merit. No costs.
SO ORDERED.

Aquino, Concepcion, Jr., Guerrero, Escolin, and Cuevas, JJ., concur.

Makasiar, J., (Chairman), reserves his vote.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-33442. October 23, 1984

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



