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1
AUTHORITY

a. Executive Order No. 292
b. Republic Act 5173, and amendments thereto
c. Presidential Decree No. 600
d. Presidential Decree No. 979
e. Republic Act No. 8550
f. Annex I of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ship, MARPOL 73/78

2
PURPOSE

The purpose of this Memorandum Circular is to provide implementing guidelines pursuant to the
above-mentioned authorities as rationalized in accordance with the International Convention for the Prevention of
Pollution from Ships, MARPOL 73/78

3
SCOPE

This Memorandum Circular shall apply to oil marine pollution in all bodies of water within the territorial
jurisdiction of the Philippines including ports, coastlines, lakes, rivers and their tributaries.

4
DEFINITION OF TERMS

a. Marine Pollution - the alternation of the physical, chemical and biological properties of any body of water as a
result of discharge of substances in any form, liquid, gaseous, that will likely create or render such waters
harmful, detrimental or injuries to public health, marine life, sea birds, safety and welfare as well as to domestic,
commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, or other legitimate uses.

b. Oil - petroleum in any form, including crude oil, fuel oil, sludge, oil refuse and refined products except
petrochemicals and oil mixed in dredge spoils (Annex 1[*])

c. Discharge - the spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring out, emitting or dumping of substances as
provided/authorized by law, except effluents from mills or industrial and manufacturing plants of any kind.

d. Dumping - means:

1. Any Deliberate disposal at sea of oil from vessels, aircraft, platforms or other man-made structure at sea;

2. The disposal of wastes or other matters directly arising from or related to exploitation and association offshore
processing of sea bed mineral resources.
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e. Vessel - any watercraft or other artificial contrivance used, or capable of being used as means of transportation
on water.

f. Tanker - any self-propelled vessel specially constructed or converted to carry bulk cargo in tanks either for oil
or other liquid substances.

g. Waste Water Treatment Plant - a physical plant for the purpose of treating, neutralizing, stabilizing, and
disinfecting wastewater resulting from industrial operations.

h. Reception Facilities - a physical system ashore or afloat used for receiving discharges of oil.

i. Boom - a barrier system designed to contain spillages of oil or other substances:

j. Oil Skimmer - a device to collect or recover oil spillages from water.

k. Sorbents - material that are used to absorb oil or other liquid substances.

l. Dispersants - non-toxic chemical substances that break oil into particles such that they facilitate the dispersion,
evaporation and biodegration of the oil.

m. Special Permit - permission granted by competent PCG authority for the authorized discharge or dumping of
wastes into the sea or any body of water subject to specified condition.

n. Special Area - a water area which due to recognized technical reasons in relation to its oceanographic and
ecological condition and strategic importance, is deemed subject to special control.

o. Minor Discharge - a discharge to inland/coastal waters of less than 1,000 liters of oil.

p. Medium Discharge - a discharge of 1,000 to 10,000 ltrs. of oil to the inland/coastal waters.

q. Major Discharge - a discharge of more than 10,000 ltrs. of oil to the inland/coastal waters.

r. Non-Persistent Oil or Group 1 Oil - means petroleum based oil that, at the time of shipment consist of
hydrocarbon fractions -

1. At least 50% of which by volume, distill at a temperature of 3400C (6450F);
2. At least 95% of which by volume, distill at a temperature of 3700C (7000F);

s. Persistent Oil - means a petroleum based oil that does not meet the distillation criteria for a non-persistent oil.
For the purposes of this document, persistent oils are further classified based on specific gravity as follows:

1. Group II - specific gravity less than 0.85
2. Group III - specific gravity between 0.85 and 0.95
3. Group IV - specific gravity of 0.95 to 1.0
4. Group V - specific gravity of 1.0 and above

5
POLICIES

a. Prohibition:

It shall be unlawful for any vessel or person to:

1. Discharge of oil or oily mixture from machinery space bilges of oil tankers when mixed with cargo oil residue
or when transferred to slop tanks;
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2. Discharge from cargo pump room bilges of oil tankers;

3. Discharge into the sea of oil or oily mixtures from a ship or tanker while in a special area;

b. Exceptions: The provisions in the preceding paragraph shall not apply when:

1. The discharge or dumping of oil, oily mixture, noxious liquid, harmful substances into the sea and/or navigable
water and its tributaries is done for the purpose of securing the safety of a ship or saving life and poverty at sea.

2. The discharge of oil, oily mixture results from damage to ship arising in accidents like collision at sea, sinking
and/or grounding as a result of force majeure or if discharging appears to be the only way of averting the danger
to human life or properly and real threat to vessel and if there is probability that the damage consequent upon such
dumping will be less than would otherwise occur.

3. Any discharge into the sea of oil mixture from ships shall be prohibited except when all of the following
conditions are satisfied:

(a) For an oil tanker:

i. The tanker is not within a special area;

ii. The tanker is more than 50 nautical miles from the nearest land;

iii. The tanker is preceding in route;

iv. The instantaneous rate of content does not exceed 30 liters. Per nautical mile;

v. The total quantity of oil discharge into the sea does not exceed for existing tanker 1/15,000 of the total quantity
of the particular cargo of which the residue formed a part, and for new tankers 1/ 30,000 of the quantity of the
particular cargo of which the residue formed a part; and

vi. The tanker has an operation an oil discharge monitoring and control system, oil water separator and a slop tank
arrangement.

(b) From a ship of 400 gross tonnage and above other than oil tanker and from machinery space bilges excluding
cargo pump room bilges of an oil tanker unless mixed with oil cargo residue:

i. The ship is not within a special area;
ii. The ship is more than 12 nautical miles from the nearest land;
iii. The ship is preceding en route;
iv. The oil content of the without dilution is less than fifteen (15) parts per million.

(c) Discharge of clean or segregated ballast or unprocessed oily mixture which without dilution has an oil content
not exceeding 15 parts per million and which does not originate from cargo pump room bilges and is not mixed
with oil cargo residue.

The exceptions provided in sub-para b(4) above shall, however, terminate as soon as the port authorities and/or
shipping companies shall have provided for adequate reception facilities.

c. Requirements:

1) Vessels:

a. All vessels shall have no board wooden scupper plugs equivalent to the number of scupper lips and various
sizes of wooden plugs for use on possible holes that may develop in the hull.
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b. There shall be a minimum of three (3) kilos of rags and other appropriate sorbent materials and appropriate
number of open-ended drums with cover or clean-up of oil spills on decks and pump rooms.

c. Vessels of 400 gross tons and above but less than 10,000 GT above shall be fitted with an operational oily
water separating equipment or filtering system duly approved PCG to ensure that any oil mixture discharged into
the open sea after passing through the separator or filtering system shall have an oil content of not more than 15
parts per million. Effluent discharges in ports and harbors to include other navigable lakes and rivers shall not
exceed the water quality standards.

d. Vessels of 10,000 gross tons and above shall be fitted, in addition to oily-water separating equipment, with an
oil discharge monitoring and control system.

e. Every vessel of 400 gross tons and above shall be provided with tank or tanks of adequate capacity, having
regard to the type of machinery and length of voyage to receive the oil residues.

f. Every vessel of 400 gross tons and above should be provided on board with an Oil Record Book Part I
(Machinery Operation) in the form specified in Appendix III of Annex I of MARPOL 73/78 duly registered by the
PCG. This oil record book shall be maintained and updated every after any transfer operation of oil on board.

2) Tanker:

a. All tankers should be provided with the requirements stated in Sec 5 (c) (1) (a) and (b).

b. Oil tankers of 150 gross tons and above shall be provided with an Oily Water Separating Equipment, fully
operational and capable of producing an effluent having an oil content of 15 parts per million (ppm).

c. Every new oil tanker of 70,000 DWT and above shall be provided with at least two (2) slop tanks.

d. Every new crude oil tanker of 20,000 DWT and above shall be provided with segregated ballast tanks.

e. Oil tankers of 150 GT and above shall be provided with slop tank arrangements or combination of slop tank
that have a capacity necessary to retain the slop generated by tank washings, oil residues and dirty ballast
residues.

f. All oil tanker from 150 gross tons and above shall be provided on board with an Oil Record Book Part I
(Machinery Space Operation) and Part II (Cargo/Ballast Operation), in the form specified in Appendix III of
Annex I of MARPOL 73/78 duly registered by the PCG. This oil record book shall be maintained and updated
every after any transfer operation of oil on board.

3) Requirements of Sec 5 (C) (1) (c) and (d) and Sec 5 (C) (2) (b) can be waived subject to the provision stated in
PCG Memorandum Circular 09-2001.

4) Oil Companies, Natural Gas Explores, Power Plants/Barges and Tanker Owners:

a) Oil refineries/terminals/depots/drilling operators, power plants/barges and tanker owners engaged in black
products and persistent oil shall be provided with at least complete set of oil containment and recovery equipment,
sorbent dispersants and other MARPOL combating accessories duly accredited by the PCG sufficient to prevent,
control and mitigate a medium discharge.

b) Transfer operations by oil refineries involving heavy oil such as crude, fuel diesel and bunker from vessel to
shore or vice versa shall be conducted proceed in accordance with International Safety Guides for Oil Tankers and
Terminals (ISGOTT).

c) Transfer operations involving highly flammable or light oils such as gasoline and kerosene shall commence
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only when the depot or refinery shall have installed combustible gas analyzers in the vicinity of the discharge side
to monitor and sound alarm in case of any excessive fumes that may result from any spill.

d) Oil refineries, terminals, depots, power plants/barges and oil drillers where the discharge of oily and dirty
ballast is conducted shall be provided with appropriate receiving facility equipped with an oil-water separator.

e) All oil tank farms shall be provided with adequate bund walls to contain accidental massive oil spillage.

f) Oil companies, oil explorers, natural gas explorers, power plants/barges and tankers owners shall submit to
CPCG their respective contingency plans for approval and execution in case of oil spillages in their areas.

g) Oil companies in major ports or terminals/depots shall inform the PCG through its nearest station/detachment
of all transfer operations of oil cargoes/petroleum products in their respective areas. All oil transfer operation of
black product from ship to shore and vice versa shall be supervised by the PCG to ensure compliance with
ISGOTT rules and regulations.

h) Oil companies, oil explorations, power plants/barges and tanker owners shall conduct regular team training on
managing oil spill operations, handling and operations, handling and operation of MARPOL combating
equipment. A dedicated oil spill response team shall be organized to react to land and ship originated oil spills.

5) Others:

a) All shipping companies shall provide for a system of collection and disposal of all types of wastes accumulated
aboardship, notwithstanding public port reception facilities duly approved by the PCG. A Plan for the Collection
and Disposal of Wastes shall likewise be submitted by these shipping companies to the PCH for approval.
Cooperative efforts among shipping companies in connection with the acquisition and utilization of such system
of collection and disposal is highly encouraged.

b) Vessels shall effect transfer of liquid cargo only when the shore facilities shall have complied with the
requirements in Sec 5 (c) (4) of this Circular.

c) All barging operations involving transport of oil or hazardous substances along Pasig River and Laguna Lake
shall be suspended during bad weather wherein the possibility of accident is increased beyond safe operational
conditions. Clearance from the PCG to operate during stormy weather shall be secured by the operator. In this
connection, the PCG shall advise all concerned as necessary.

d) All shipments of hazardous substances through barging from ship to shore or vice versa shall be reported
beforehand to the PCG by shipping agents to include movements, destination and estimated time of transfer
operations.

e) All hoses on board vessels/barges for use in transfer operation shall be subject to inspection and testing by the
PCG any time.

f) All self-propelled/non-self propelled barges/tankers and vessels towing dumb barges containing oil operating in
sea water must have on board a minimum of one (1) 210-liter drum of dispersants and sprayer duly approved or
authorized by the PCG.

g) All vessels intended to serve as floating storage facility for oil or other substances shall obtain a permit from
the Commandant, PCG for such a purpose.

h) All ship repair yards shall provide reception facilities and/or services for oily wastes from ships calling in for
repairs.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library REVISED RULES ON PREVENTION, CONTAINMENT, ABATEME...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 5 of 12

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



i) Owners/Operators of recreational areas such as beach resorts shall not dump oily waste into the shoreline,
which is likely to be washed away by tides and currents.

j) Dumping of radioactive materials into the sea shall be regulated by pertinent rules and regulations prescribe by
appropriate government agencies such as the Philippine Nuclear Research Institute (PNRI), Department of Health
(DOH), Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) in consultation with
each other.

k) Discharges/dumping of oil/waste water from industries and manufacturing plants of shipyards in any body of
water of the Philippines shall be regulated by the PCG in consultation with other government agencies. However,
the Philippine Coast Guard shall implement in addition to this Circular, the rules and regulations of the PCG such
other agencies involved in water pollution control.

l) Chemical dispersant to be utilized by the ship owner, master of the vessel, oil companies, terminals/depots,
power plants/barges, oil drillers, oil tankers, shipyards and salvors during oil spill shall be duly accredited by the
PCG.

6
RESPONSIBILITIES IN CASE OF POLLUTION INCIDENTS

a. In case of spill of oil or noxious substances in any navigable seas of the Philippines, master of vessel/persons
in-charge of vessels operating within the jurisdiction of the Philippines or owners/operators of land-based sources
of marine pollution shall immediately notify the Philippine Coast Guard, giving particulars of the incidents. This
information shall include the name of vessel, location, weather condition, type of spill and quantity or any other
information necessary for immediate recovery and clean-up operations.

b. All persons who come across pollution incidents either from land-based or water-borne sources shall
immediately inform the PCG or other concerned agencies for appropriate action.

c. The first response Team to arrive at the oil spill scene has the discretion to apply chemical dispersant after all
other control method utilized are judged to be inadequate or not feasible. However, application of such dispersant
has some limitations and training, experience and the sound judgment and discretion of the
On-Scene-Commander or leader may guide him reach a decision on its application depending on the actual
situation. Utilization of the dispersant must be consistent with the existing PCG Oil Pollution Control
Contingency Plan procedures.

d. The spiller shall have primary responsibility of conducting clean-up operations. The PCG shall, however, be
responsible for supervising the clean-up operations and rendering assistance as necessary. Supervision shall be
done by the On Scene Commander designated by the Commander, Marine Environmental Protection
Command/District Commanders.

7
FEES

a. Registration or Oil Record Book --------- P450/piece
b. Review and Approval of Oil Spill Contingency Plan --------- P1,500

8
PENALTIES

a. The following administrative fines/penalties shall be imposed upon any vessel/person who violates any of the
prohibition prescribed in para 4 (a) hereof as specified:
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1. For discharging, dumping oily mixture listed in Annex I[*] and II[*], P50,000.00 and/or reprimand or a
recommendation of suspension of not more than one (1) year from exercise of marine profession/license of the
person directly responsible for the discharge/spill or the revocation or cancellation of license of the responsible
officer and/or crew member.

2. Land based sources who shall be found guilty of marine pollution shall suffer the fine of P50,000.00 and/or a
recommendation for the suspension/ revocation of license of the owner/operator of the land based source, at the
discretion of the Commandant, PCG depending upon the amount of spill.

3. For failure to notify the PCG of the spill/discharge --P30,000.00 and/or a recommendation for the
suspension/revocation of license of the Master/Chief Engineer/or the owner/operator of the land based source, as
the case may be, at the discretion of the Commandant, PCG depending upon the amount of spill.

4. For non-compliance of the requirements in Sec 5 (C), a fine of P10, 000.00 shall be imposed for every offense.

b. Other Liabilities:

1. In the event that other agencies/entities assist in the clean-up, the spiller shall pay for the corresponding cost
spent in the clean-up operation. This cost shall be determined by the Philippine Coast Guard and shall be paid to
the concerned agencies.

2. Parties responsible for spills and discharge shall conduct clean-up operations using their personnel and
resources as necessary until the completion of the operation. Should they fail to react and take immediate action,
the PCG shall conduct clean-up operation. They shall be made to pay all expenses incurred by the PCG in the
operations in addition to the other fines herein prescribed.

3. In addition, the CMEPCOM/Coast Guard Station Commander, as the case may be, may require a CASH
BOND to cover the clean-up and containment costs as follows:

a. Minor Discharge

-

zero to P500,000.00

b. Medium discharge

-

P501,000.00 to 1,000,000.00

c. Major discharge

-

P1,000,000.00 to P50,000,000.00

The Cash Bond shall also cover estimated amount for the extent of damages to properties and payment deprived
to affected areas/populace as a result of an oil spill. The cost shall be as follows:

Estimated Damage Cost Cash Bond
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P10,000.00 - P50,000.00 P 1,000,000.00

P51,000.00 - P1,000,000.00 P 10,000,000.00

P1,001,001.00 - or more P 20,000,000.00

In cases where the cash bond to cover clean-up and containment or damage to property and compensation in
affected areas is insufficient, additional cash bond shall be required by CMEPCOM/District Commanders.

c. The fines/penalties herein prescribed shall be imposed only after the offender shall been found liable or
responsible for the imputed violation(s) in an administration investigation.

1) Administrative - Fines/Penalties shall be imposed upon recommendation of the Investigation and Adjudication
Officer (IAO) upon approval of CMEPCOM/District Commander.

2) Clearance for departure from any port of the Philippines of any vessel subject of fines herein prescribed may be
withheld until appropriate fines are paid and other PCG requirements are completed with.

9
INVESTIGATION AND ADJUDICATION OFFICER FOR MARINE
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AND POLLUTION CASES:

a. CMEPCOM/Coast Guard District Commanders shall designate an Investigation and Adjudication Officer for
Marine Environmental Protection and Pollution Cases.

b. The IOA for Headquarters, Marine Environmental Protection Command shall investigate oil spills which are
major in nature and shall recommend the actions to be taken thereon, stating liabilities of the spiller, if any, and
shall recommend the corresponding penalties/fines, subject to the approval of CMEPCOM. Adjudications
involving major oil spill may be appealed by an aggrieved party to the Commandant, Philippine Coast Guard
within fifteen (15) days from receipt of the copy of the Decision. Failure to appeal within the 15-day period shall
render the Decision of CMEPCOM final and executory. Recommendations of the duly designated IAO in the
Districts shall be forwarded to HMEPCOM for approval and shall be final and executory.

c. Consistent with the requirements of due process, proceeding before the Investigation and Adjudication Officer
for Marine Environmental Protection and Pollution shall be summary in nature and shall provide for a system of
appeal.

d. The Rules of Procedure to govern in the hearing, investigation, adjudication and appeal are hereby promulgated
and according appended to this Memorandum Circular as Annex III.

10
WATER QUALITY AND VESSEL AIR EMISSION STANDARD

To determine and control pollution, the standards for the different pollution parameters in the different classes of
bodies of water as prescribed by existing regulations.

11
REPEALING CLAUSE

Memorandum Circular No. 03-04 dated 16 August 1994 is hereby repealed.

12
EFFECTIVITY
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This Memorandum Circular shall take effect after fifteen (15) days from the time it is filed at the U.P. Law
Center.

Adopted: 01 Aug. 2001

(SGD.) ARTHUR N. GOSINGAN
VADM PCG
Commandant PCG

[*] Text Available at Office of the National Administrative Register, U.P. Law Complex, Diliman, Quezon City.

Annex III

RULES OF PROCEDURE BEFORE THE INVESTIGATION AND ADJUDICATION
OFFICER FOR MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AND POLLUTION CASES

SECTION 1. Title - These rules to be known as the Rules of Procedure shall govern the procedure before the
Investigation and Adjudication Officers of the Philippine Coast Guard.

SECTION 2. Applicability - These rules shall apply to all marine environment protection and pollution cases
brought before Investigation and Adjudication Officers.

SECTION 3. Construction - These rules shall be liberally construed in order to promote public interest and to
assist the parties in obtaining just, speedy and inexpensive determination of action or proceedings. Formal
requirements shall not affect the intrinsic validity of the proceedings, provided that the information and facts
alleged therein are clearly indicated for the judicious disposition of the case.

SECTION 4. Nature of Proceedings - Consistent with the requirements of due process, proceedings before the
Investigation and Adjudication Officers shall be summary in nature and need not necessarily adhere to or follow
the technical rules of evidence obtaining in courts of law. The Rules of Court shall not apply in said proceedings,
except in a suppletory character and whenever applicable.

SECTION 5. Jurisdiction - The investigation of Adjudication Officer shall investigate and adjudicate violators of
existing marine environment protection and pollution laws, rules and regulations. Provided, however, that the
Commandant, Philippine Coast Guard may allow of transfer of venue of the investigation from one district to
another when he deems this course of action to be more expeditious, advantageous and in the interest of justice.
Provided, finally that the Investigation and Adjudication Officers designated for HMEPCOM and such other
major units of the Philippine Coast Guard shall take cognizance of marine environment protection and pollution
cases with international character or as the Commandant, Philippine Coast Guard may deem appropriate. Minor
and medium oil spills fall with in the jurisdiction of DNOCOP/District Commanders. Administrative cases
involving major oil spills fall within the jurisdiction of CMEPCOM.

SECTION 6. Investigation, How Initiated - Administrative investigation may be commenced by:

a. The Command, motu propio;
b. Sworn complaint of any person;
c. Inspection/Apprehension Report accomplished by the Philippine Navy or Philippine Coast Guard units; and
d. By filling of marine protest.

Summons and/or complaint shall be served personally upon the parties. If the receipt of the summons and/or
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complaint is refused, service shall be made by tendering it to him. When the parties cannot be personally served
with summons, service shall be made by registered mail or by publication, as the case may be.

SECTION 7. Time to Submit Evidence - The parties and their witnesses shall be notified in writing of the
scheduled investigation at least five (5) days before the date thereof, specifying the time and place of
investigation. Provided that within five (5) days from receipts of notice, the parties shall submit evidence before
the IAO. Provided, further, that the service of an Inspection/Apprehension Report (IAR) shall be sufficient to
require the respondent to submit evidence within ten (10) days before the IAO.

SECTION 8. Notice of Hearing - The parties and their witness shall be noticed by subpoena of the scheduled
hearing/investigation at least five (5) days before the date thereof, specifying the time and place of hearing.
Provided, however, that service of an Inspection/Apprehension Report (IAR) shall be considered sufficient notice
that the respondent shall appear before the Investigation and Adjudication Officer within ten (10) days after
receipt thereof.

SECTION 9. Conduct of Investigation - In any investigation commenced pursuant to Section 7 hereof, the parties
shall be given the opportunity to present their case or defense by way of submitting affidavits and other
supporting evidence on the date, time and place of the investigation specified in the notice of investigation or
within ten (10) days after receipt of the Inspection/Apprehension Report (IAR). Affidavits submitted by the
parties shall constitute their direct testimonies. After the reglementary period has prescribed, the IAO can take
action on the basis of the evidence in record.

SECTION 10. Clarificatory Questions - When in the discretion of the IAO there are matters that need to be
clarified, he may set the administrative case for hearing. Clarificatory questions raised by any of the parties shall
be submitted to the IAO who shall propound the questions to the witnesses.

SECTION 11. Expert Witnesses - Government expert witnesses, such as doctors of medicine, handwriting
experts, and chemist, among others, need not be summoned to testify on their reports, which shall be accepted at
their face value and upon their official certification.

SECTION 12. Appearance and Admission of Violation - On or before the date of investigation, the respondent
may admit the charge(s) to the Investigation and Adjudication Officer. This admission shall be made on record.
Thereafter, a Report shall be immediately made stating that the admission and recommending the imposition of
the appropriate administrative sanctions and the case shall be considered terminated.

SECTION 13. Decision/Judgment - After due investigation, the IAO shall render a decision not later than thirty
(30) days from the time it is submitted for decision. The parties shall be notified of the decision by personal
service or registered mail, as the case may be.

SECTION 14. Finality of Decision and Appeal - Decisions of the IAO shall be final and executory within fifteen
(15) days from receipt of a copy thereof, unless appealed to the proper reviewing authority.

Decisions of the IAO in minor and medium spills are appealable to HMEPCOM. On the other hand, decisions of
the IAO in major oil spills are appealable to the Commandant, PCG. In all cases, a Notice of Appeal shall be filed
with the IAO whose decision is appealed from within fifteen (15) days from receipt of the decision.

SECTION 15. How Appeal is Taken - Appeal maybe taken by serving upon the Investigation and Adjudication
Officer and/or filing with office of the Commandant, PCG a Notice of Appeal within thirty (30) days upon finality
of decision thereof.

SECTION 16. Contents of Notice of Appeal - A Notice of Appeal shall specify and designate the errors of the
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judgment or decision, or part thereof, appealed from. The Investigation and Adjudication Officer, shall upon
receipt of a Notice of Appeal and perfection thereof, transmit the record to the proper reviewing authority.

SECTION 17. Appeal by One of Several Respondents - When there are several respondents in a case, any one or
all of them may appeal, but any respondent who does not join the appeal shall not be prejudiced thereby, except
when there is manifest error in the appealed decision.

SECTION 18. Withdrawal of Appeal - Notwithstanding the perfection of the appeal, the Commandant, Philippine
Coast Guard may allow the same at any time before the appeal is finally resolved by the Commandant in which
case the appealed decision shall stand as though no appeal had been taken.

SECTION 19. Decision of Appeal Cases - The proper reviewing authority shall decide the appealed case on the
basis of the entire record of the investigation before the Investigation and Adjudication Officer. The parties shall
be notified of the decision by personal service or by registered mail, as the case may be.

SECTION 20. Repealing Clause - The Rules of Procedure Governing the IAO for Marine Environmental
Protection and Pollution Cases which form part of Annex III of HPGC Memorandum Circular No. 03-94 (dated
16 August 1994) is hereby repealed.

SECTION 21. Effectivity Clause - These rules shall take effect upon the effectivity of HPCG Memorandum
Circular 01-2001.

(SGD.) ARTHUR N. GOSINGAN
VADM PCG
Commandant PCG
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Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.
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